
 

 

Northeast Nebraska Master Gardener 

M A R C H  2 0 2 2  
http://madison.unl.edu/mastergardenerhome 

https://www.facebook.com/NortheastNEMasterGardeners 

Northeast Nebraska Master Gardener Coordinator: 
 Wayne Ohnesorg, Extension Educator 
 402-370-4040 
 wohnesorg2@unl.edu 
  

 Kelly Feehan, Extension Educator 
 402-563-4901 
 kfeehan2@unl.edu 

               Meeting held at: 
Nebraska Extension in Madison County 
1305 South 13th Street 
Norfolk, NE 68701 

Dear Master Gardeners,  
 
Hello!  
I hope you are all well and staying warm in this cold weather. My winter sowing jugs are outside shivering. I can’t wait 
to see what will grow when the weather warms up.  
 
Welcome to all the new members! Steve Wagner, Suzanne Hanlin, Diane Lukens and Pat Dodson. It was nice to meet 
you at the meeting. We will also be welcoming another new member, Bonnie Hoffmeister, transferring from Platte Co. I 
look forward to getting to know you all in the coming months. Feel free to ask questions or contact any of the members 
if you need help, and give your input at the meetings.  

 
Has anyone grown sweet potatoes from their own slips? I have some started and thought I’d give it a 
try this year. This is just a potato that sprouted so I’m taking advantage of it. There are now 11 slips 
on this one and they are getting big!  
 
Thank you Jill Heemstra for your talk about Herbs. It’s so interesting to learn other ways to preserve 
and use them. And thank you Teresa and Mary for the wonderful dishes you brought to share!  
 
Our next business meeting is March 12, 2022 at 9:00am. Speaker at 10:00. Remember to come early 
at 8:30am for the Plant Fair committee planning meeting. Time is flying by and Plant Fair will be 
here before we know it. Thank you to everyone who will be helping with this. This month Mary 
Birch will be speaking about the worm project. Our hosts will be Deb Daehnke and Connie Dvorak.  

 
Be sure to continue to keep track of all your education and volunteer hours and record your hours online. Also try to re-
member to wear your name tags to the meeting.  
 
Thanks,  
Viola McShannon President  

Send Information for newsletter to: 
Nebraska Extension in Madison 

County 
Attn: Pam Foltz 

1305 South 13th Street 
Norfolk, NE  68701 
pkesting2@unl.edu 

402-370-4040 

Nebraska Extension is a Division of the Institute of Agriculture and Natural Resources at the University of Nebraska–
Lincoln cooperating with the Counties and the United Sates Department of Agriculture. 
 

Nebraska Extension educational programs abide with the nondiscrimination policies of the University of Nebraska–
Lincoln and the United States Department of Agriculture.  
 

© 2022 

Member Recognition: These members have birthdays/anniversaries in March 
 
 Birthday Anniversary 

Viola McShannon—March 1 No member anniversaries this month. 



 

 

P A G E  2  Dates and Trainings to Know and Grow  -  Mark on Your Calendars 
Regular monthly meetings:   

    
(doors open at 8:15 a.m. with meeting to start at 9:00 a.m. and speaker to start at  

       approximately 10:00 a.m.)  **Please remember to wear your name tag to the meetings** 
  

Plant Fair Committee meeting will start before the regular meeting at 8:30 a.m. 
 

 March 12:  Mary Birch (Worm Experiment Project) 
 April 9: Last minutes details for the Plant Fair 
 April 22/23:  Plant Fair at the Ag Complex 
 May 21 (3rd Saturday):  Plant Exchange 

 
 

 
 

April 5: Water Dogs Intro - Efficient Turf Irrigation/Soil Compaction, Speakers TBA  
May  3: Water Dogs In-depth – Understanding Your Irrigation System, Dean Eisenhower  
June  7: Water Dogs In-depth – Rain Sensors and Seasonal Adjustments, Dean Eisenhower 

Join Zoom Meeting  https://unl.zoom.us/j/98293229910   
Meeting ID: 982 9322 9910   

Passcode: Waterdog 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Below is the link for the breakfast casserole  
at the February meeting. 
 
CrockPot Breakfast Casserole 
https://www.spendwithpennies.com/slow-cooker-breakfast-casserole/  

 

T ’  : 
 Balance as of  2/25/22:  $5,465.34 
 $340 for memberships 
 Paid $1,030 scholarship to Northeast Community 
College 

2022— E  H :   
January 8—1 hour 

February 1—1.5 hour zoom (Nut Trees) 
February 3—2.0 hour zoom (Perennials with 

Kathleen Cue) 
February 12—1 hour (Jill Heemstra, Herbs) 
February 15— 1.5 hour zoom (Ornamental 

Grasses) 
 

**Please remember to keep recording your 
hours on the Master Gardener website.** 

2022 M    
.  $20.00 per person.   You can bring 

your dues to the next meeting or mail them 
to Karen Zierke.   Her address is in the 

membership directory. 

Hello everyone, 
 
The Master Gardener meeting on Saturday, March 12 at 9:00 a.m. will also be available by 
Zoom. Don’t let Zoom scare you away from participating. There are two simple ways you 
can join: 

 
 
1. Click on the link and enter the passcode if asked: 
       https://unl.zoom.us/j/96604193658 
 
 

 
2.  Dial in by phone: 
a.  Dial: 1-346-248-7799 
b.  Enter meeting ID when prompted: 966 0419 3658 
 

Message from 
Wayne 

M  D  P   
If you would like to update 
your picture in the member-
ship directory, pictures will 
be taken after the March 
meeting.  If you have a 

picture you would like to use, please 
email it to me. 



 

 

P A G E  3  Dates and Trainings to Know and Grow  -  Minutes 
N 
 Northeast Nebraska Master Gardeners Plant Chair Meeting 
Extension Office 
February 12, 2022 
 
Brian Mandl opened the meeting at 8:40am with 14 mem-
bers present. 
 
Items for the café are being inventoried and purchased while 
watching for sales or discounts. 
 
Calla lilies, begonias and caladium bulbs have been ordered.  
One of Marilyn’s talks will be on begonias.   
 
Christine will update the power point presentation. 
 
Viola McShannon and Emmalene Raasch inventoried the 
totes full of children’s activities items.  They will have nine 
different activities for the kids to make. 
 
Depending on Brent Broberg’s schedule the Friday night 
program will start at 6:oo or 6:30. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:00 am to attend the regular monthly 
meeting. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Deb Daehnke, Secretary 

Northeast Nebraska Master Gardeners 
Extension Office 
February 12, 2022 
 
President Viola McShannon called the meeting to order at 9:07am 
with 21 members/prospective members present.  Prospective mem-
bers were Steve Wagner, Suzanne Hanlin, Diane Lukens, Pat Dod-
son.  
 
Teresa Roche/Laurie Larson motion to accept minutes.  Motion 
passed. 
 
Financial report showed a bill paid for bulbs of $602.23, 40 mem-
bers have paid their dues, and $5612.85 in the treasury. 
 
A sympathy card for Wayne’s wife’s grandmother was passed 
around. 
 
Wyman McCain sent a thank you for his 20-year award. A thank 
you for renewal membership in the Statewide Arboretum was 
passed around.  A tour to the arboretum greenhouses would be 
very interesting. 
 
Viola noted for new members that Kelly Feehan is transitioning to 
be the new coordinator.  She is in Columbus and will guide the 
Platte County Master Gardeners as well.  The transition is taking 
longer than expected due to staffing shortages. 
 
The Bloombox podcast through the Nebraska Statewide Arbore-
tum can be viewed for education hours.  David Lott at North 
Platte, and Platte County are offering Zoom and some in person 
classes to obtain needed education hours.  Grow Big Red will be 
offering a six-week fruit series starting the end of February. Zoom 
presentations are being held at the Extension Office.  Contact Pam 
Foltz if you plan to attend. 

Old Business: 
Viola and Emma went through the Children’s Corner materials.  
Connie Dvorak will check with Shamrock for annuals. 
Cards will be printed and laminated with plant information for 
perennials 
Houseplants are needed for the Master Gardener booth.  Can do-
nate other items to have garage sale items as well: books, maga-
zines, tools, pots, etc. 
We do have a Department of Agriculture license for the booth 
Jody Gartner is still looking for vendors. 
Need the Plant Fair list of what to do and bring, and the worksheet 
for workers. 
 
Connie Dvorak asked for affirmation that we should proceed with 
a water feature in the Extension Garden. Everyone agreed. 
 
There will be a Tree Care Workshop at Gretna with Jan Riggen-
bach one of the speakers. 
 
Question was asked if Central Community College had a student 
horticulture organization and they do not. 
 
West Pottawattamie County Master Gardeners in Council Bluffs 
will be having a garden conference as well as Minnehaha Master 
Gardeners in Sioux Falls, both on April 9.  Information is availa-
ble on their Facebook pages.  There will be a spring gardening 
conference in Columbus April 19. 
 
New Business 
Norfolk does not have a seed exchange.  Is anyone interested? 
Jody was going to check with someone at the Norfolk Public Li-
brary. 
 
The treat sheet was passed around to complete for the remaining 
meetings that had openings. 
 
Motion by Teresa Roche/Jodi Gartner to adjourn at 10:00 am.  
Motion passed. 
 
Following the meeting Jill Heemstra presented on Herbs. 
 
In March, Mary Birch will present on her worm project.  Follow-
ing the April meeting member will share things that work for them 
and garden plans for this summer. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Deb Daehnke 

T   G  S     
N  D  N — 
Specifications: About 1.5 pages double spaced (about 535 
words). Email submission is  preferred; send column in word 
format or in the body of an email. Email your column(s) directly 
to me at 
living@norfolkdailynews.com 
Hand-written/typed columns can be mailed to me at:  
Norfolk Daily News,  
PO Box 977,  
Norfolk 68702-0977.  
Photos: A head-shot photo is needed to run with your column. If 
your photo hasn’t been updated in recent years — or you’d like a 
new photo to run — please send it to me.  
—Sheryl Schmeckpeper 
***  A ,       P      

,       M  G  F -
 . 


