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4-H Project Day 2019! 

Register by Wednesday, 

February 6 at 5 p.m.  

UPDATED registration forms 
were e-mailed Friday or come 

to the Extension Office. 

4-H Project Day is Saturday, 
February 16 from 9:00 a.m. 
to 2:00 p.m. at the Madison 

County Fairgrounds. 

Reminder of the Mandatory Leader 

Meeting on Tuesday, March 12 from 

6:30 to 7:30 p.m. at the 

new Extension Office 

location. At least one 

adult representative from 

each club must attend. 

Parents of independent members are 

also welcome.  

154 days until judging 

This February, celebrate  
Nebraska 4-H Month  

and the  

University of Nebraska  
150 Charter!  

Event flyers coming soon! 

15 projects to choose 

from for all ages! 



Join 4-H!  

Enroll for 4-H until 
April 1.  

Get started at 

ne.4honline.com 

2019 Special Photography 

Themes 

Unit II Theme Print: Beautiful Nebraska – 
Nebraska’s state song, Beautiful Nebraska, 
talks of peaceful prairieland, rivers, hills of 
sand, dark green valleys, and rainbows 
reaching to the ground; however, beauty is in 
the eye of the beholder, and everyone has 
their own idea of what makes Nebraska great. 
Entries in the theme print class should capture 
and share what the exhibitor finds beautiful in 
or about Nebraska. Explain how the photo fits 
the Beautiful Nebraska theme when answering 
question #1 of the Data Tag.  

Unit III Theme Print – February 15, 2019, 
marks 150 years since the day the state of 
Nebraska chartered the University of 
Nebraska. That’s 150 years of history to 
appreciate, impact to unpack, and stories to 
tell. Much has happened since 1869, all for the 
purpose of changing lives, advancing 
knowledge, and fulfilling dreams. How has the 
University of Nebraska impacted you, your 
family, or your community? How can you tell 
this story through photography? Explain how 
the photo fits the N150 theme when answering 
question #1 of the Data Tag.  

Housing & Learning Communities 
 

Most first-year students must live on campus, 
meaning you’ll be steps away from classes 
and student life opportunities. See which one 
of our 17 residence halls fits you best. 
 
Live, learn and connect with other students 
by joining a learning community. It’s an easy 
way to make friends and take your studies to 
the next level. 
 
Check out UNL housing & learning  
community options at: https://go.unl.edu/housing 

DID YOU KNOW?

Innovative Youth Corn Challenge 

Nebraska Extension and the Nebraska Corn 
Board are offering the sixth Innovative Youth 
Corn Challenge contest. This contest, open to 
4-H members (age 10 & older as of Jan. 1) or 
FFA members (in-school members), guides 
participants through all aspects of corn 
production, as well as agricultural careers 
related to corn production.  

Review all details in the January newsletter.  

Entries are due March 15 to the 
Fillmore County Extension Office 
in Geneva, NE. Forms are at 
cropwatch.unl.edu/youth/
activities.  

Adventure Day at 4-H Camp  

Saturday, June 15, 2019; 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
at the Eastern Nebraska 4-H Center 

Cost: $35 per person. One adult meal is included 
per child registration. Adult chaperones are 
encouraged to attend, but are not required. 

Introduce your camper to 4-H Camp!  This camp 
lets youth ages 6 to 12 indulge in his or her 
adventurous side beginning with live animal 
demonstrations. Then campers will head to 
Schramm Park to either A) explore the NEW       
Ak-Sar-Ben Aquarium’s interactive exhibits or B) 
try canoeing and fishing. 

Pack your swimsuit to splash during the water 
party and slide down the GIANT Waterslide! 

Register at http://www.ultracamp.com/info/
sessiondetail.aspx?
idCamp=381&campCode=4hc&idSession=220249 

http://www.ultracamp.com/info/sessiondetail.aspx?idCamp=381&campCode=4hc&idSession=220249
http://www.ultracamp.com/info/sessiondetail.aspx?idCamp=381&campCode=4hc&idSession=220249
http://www.ultracamp.com/info/sessiondetail.aspx?idCamp=381&campCode=4hc&idSession=220249


Clubs: Check Out These Awards! 

Applications for the 2019 Governor’s 
Agricultural Excellence Application and the 

Nebraska 4-H Club of the Month can be 
downloaded at:  

http://ne4hfoundation.org/recognition/ 

2019 Governor’s Agricultural 

Excellence Award 

The purpose of the Governor’s Agricultural 
Excellence Award, sponsored by the Nebraska 
Investment Finance Authority (NIFA) is to 
recognize 4-H clubs for the work of the 
individuals in the club and the community 
service work of the entire club. 

Submit application (link below) to 

pjeffries1@unl.edu by March 1, 2019. 

 

Nebraska 4-H Club of the Month 

Nominate your club for Nebraska 4-H Club of 
the Month! The Nebraska 4-H Foundation and 
Nebraska 4-H Ambassadors have joined 
together to start a program which recognizes  
4-H clubs throughout the state of Nebraska. 
Any 4-H club may nominate themselves to be 
the Club of the Month. Nominations are due 
the second Friday of the month before the club 
will be the Club of the Month. The chosen club 
will receive a $50 cash card from the 
Nebraska 4-H Foundation and their story will 
be showcased on the Nebraska 4-H 
Foundation’s Facebook, Twitter, and website 
along with the State 4-H website and 
Facebook and in their local newspaper. 

E-mail or mail club of the month 
nomination forms to:  
ne4hclubofthemonth@gmail.com 
University of Nebraska-Lincoln 
Nebraska 4-H Foundation 
210 Mussehl Hall East Campus 
PO Box 830719 
Lincoln NE 68583-0719 

4-H Camper Spots at the Fairgrounds 

With the freezing temperatures, it is hard to 
imagine the hot days of fair will be here soon! 
Camper spot reservations for 4-H families will 
open Monday, April 22 at 8:00 a.m. To reserve 
your camper spot, call the Madison County 
Fair Office at 402-454-2144.  

You must pay at time of 
reservation. Credit cards will be 
accepted with a transaction fee 
added.  

Service Opportunity at the Fair!  

4-H Clubs and Members: your ideas and 
manpower are needed! The Fair Board would like 
to include fun activities at the fairgrounds during 
the fair. These short activities are geared toward 
children, such as painting on their faces, playing 
carnival games, or giving tattoos. Or would 4-Hers 
be willing to give presentations about their 
livestock or exhibit? 

What ideas do you have? What could your club do 
for an hour to make the fair even more special for 
children and families?  

4-H Council has offered to 
donate supplies if you provide 
the service! This would be a 
great community service activity 
for your club or family. (Each 
club will still be required to 
watch the 4-H Building, as well.) 
A sign up sheet will be available 
in spring.  

Share your thoughts and ideas with Sarah at 
spolacek2@unl.edu  

Clowning Around! 

Do you like to make people 
laugh? Have you ever thought 
about being a clown? Contact 
Lee Sherry at 402-370-4040 
about joining the Carson Cow 
Tipper Alley (4-H Club).  

mailto:pjeffries1@unl.edu
mailto:ne4hclubofthemonth@gmail.com


Beef Weigh-In Reminder: 

Monday, March 18 at the Madison County 

Fairgrounds from 5:00 to 7:00 p.m.  

4-H Companion Animal Challenge 

The Companion Animal Challenge invites 4-H 
youth ages 10-18 to participate. Contests test 
youths’ knowledge. New this year are a Cat 
Skillathon and an essay contest. Contact 
lisa.karr@unl.edu with questions.  

 Contests include: Demonstration, Dog 

Skillathon, Cat Skillathon, Essay, Art, and 
Photography 

 This event allows youth to apply their 

companion animal knowledge, but does not 
require them to have an animal! 

 Entries are due March 8, 2019. 

For information and registration forms, visit 
https://4h.unl.edu/companion-animal/challenge 

4-H Horse Stampede 

The horse stampede is a group of contests for 
youth interested in horses. Youth do not need to 
have a horse, just an interest and willingness to 
learn. Contact lena.luck@unl.edu with questions.  

 Contests include: Individual Demonstration 

Contest, Team Demonstration, Speech, 
Junior or Senior Horse Bowl (team quiz bowl 
contest), Art Contest (can mail entries), and 
Photography Contest (can mail entries). 

 Entries are due March 1, 2019. 

For more information and registration forms, visit 
https://4h.unl.edu/horse/stampede 

Two contests will be held Saturday, March 
30, 2019, at the Animal Science Complex in 
Lincoln. The contests are held in conjunction 
so that that youth can compete in both 
events if they choose. Read more below!  

4-H and FFA County Fair Dog Show 

The dog show has been 

moved to Wednesday, July 

10.  The show will begin at 

9:00 a.m. at the Activities 

Center of the fairgrounds.  

Deadline Day: June 5 

 County fair pre-entry forms 

 Livestock Affidavits (ID forms and 
photographs) 

 YQCA (submit certificate of completion) 

 Cat and Dog Vaccination Forms 

 Horse Level Testing for county fair 

 Fashion Show pre-entry form (pink sheet) 

Catch-a-Lamb Program 

Are “ewe” interested in trying a new project? 

Learn about the new Catch-a-Lamb project in 

Madison County! Contact Sarah so she can 

get an idea of how many are interested. Call 

402-370-4040. (More information will be in the 

March newsletter.) 

https://4h.unl.edu/companion-animal/challenge
https://4h.unl.edu/horse/stampede


Change for 2019: Hog Show Non-Terminal  

This is a non-terminal show. Hogs entering the fairgrounds may be sent to Tyson in 
Madison after the show. Although exhibitors are strongly encouraged to send their hogs to be 
harvested after the Madison County Fair hog show, they will not be required to do so. Exhibitors 
must decide by June 28 if their hogs are to be sold to Tyson or taken home. Exhibitors 
assume all risks for introduction of any diseases into their herd as a result of returning hogs home 
from the fair. In addition, exhibitors will be required to meet the expectations of the industry in 
accordance with YQCA guidelines.  

All exhibitors who will be marketing their hog projects at the fair will be required to submit their 
completed Tyson Swine Affidavits and other required forms to the Extension Office by June 28. 
Exhibitors must provide a premise identification number and PQA Plus number for all hogs being 
shown.  

Hogs not meeting health requirements will be immediately removed from the grounds by the 
owner.  

In the situation of a disease outbreak, the Madison County Fair Board reserves the right to 
change the hog show to a terminal show with little to no notice.    

Each exhibitor may enter four animals in the hog division. Entries must be properly identified by 
June 5 at the Extension Office.  

Hogs below 230 pounds or above 320 pounds will be allowed to show but cannot be awarded a 
purple ribbon. Hogs will be weighed and divided into classes by the superintendent.  

STATE FAIR AND AKSARBEN REQUIREMENTS: ALL Market Hogs to be shown at Ak–Sar–Ben 
and State Fair must be tagged with an official 4–H/FFA EID tag and have hair samples for DNA 
submitted to the Extension Office by June 5.  

Bedding will be provided by the fair board at no cost. (No straw.) All pens must be cleaned by the 
exhibitor the day of release.  

ALL hogs will be weighed at 7:30 a.m. Wednesday, July 10.  

Ear tags must be in ears of all hogs before entering scale. Exhibitors must be on hand at this 
time. 

Hogs must be shown without oil, powder, or any other coat 
dressing compounds considered objectionable by the packer. 
Pigs found in violation will be disqualified from the live show and 
the carcass show. They will also be subject to price discounts 
imposed by the packer for such compounds.  

All hogs must be in place by weigh in and must remain on the 
fairgrounds until released. Time of release will be posted at the 
fair. 



Extreme Make-over: 4-H Edition         Register by Wednesday, February 20.  

Wednesday, February 27 from 2:15 to 6:00 p.m. (Need not attend the entire time; come after school.) 

Nebraska Extension in Madison County     Cost: $5.00    

Give your room a complete make-over this year! Learn basics of interior decorating such as flooring, wall 
coverings, and color schemes. Bring a “before” photo of your room. Make a craft to start your room 
renovation! Please indicate how many light switches are in your room when registering. Ages 8+ 

$15 Challenge      Register by Friday, March 1.  

Friday, March 8 from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.     

Cost: $8.00 for registration and lunch; bring $15.00 for the shopping spree! 

Raymond A. Whitwer Library, Tilden    Ages: 10+ 

Are you ready for a shopping challenge? Start by identifying colors that best complement your skin tone 
with “Show Me Your Colors.” Then learn budgeting and needs versus wants. After lunch, shop at the local 
thrift store in Tilden to challenge themselves to find an outfit for only $15. A fun-filled day is ahead! 

Flower Power     Register by Wednesday, April 10.  

Wednesday, April 17 from 2:15 to 6:00 p.m. (You do not need to attend entire time.) 

Nebraska Extension in Madison County   Cost: $10.00       

Think spring! Watch your flowers grow throughout the summer, then exhibit your 
flower pot at the fair. Also, explore flower varieties grown in Nebraska while making a 
flower notebook. Learn about the power of flowers in this springy workshop! Ages: 5+ 

4-H Fun Day: Sew a Duffle Bag              Register by Monday, April 12.  

Monday, April 22 from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.   Cost: $8.00 

Nebraska Extension in Madison County     Ages: 8+ 

Get ready for sport practice and overnight trips by sewing your very own duffle bag! This Sewing for Fun 
pattern is simple for beginners yet challenging with the zipper for the more advanced. Bring your own 
lunch. Class size limited.  

To register for workshops, call 402-370-4040 or e-mail kgrant3@unl.edu 

Please make checks payable to “University of Nebraska-Lincoln.”                                          

Registration is not complete until payment is received.   



February 

8—My Financial Future Workshop, Extension Office, 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

9-10—3D Indoor Archery Shoot, Madison County Fairgrounds, 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

16—4-H Project Day, Madison County Fairgrounds, 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

25—4-H Council Meeting, Extension Office, 7:00 p.m. 

27—Extreme Make-over Room Design Workshop, Extension Office, 2:15 to 6:00 p.m. 

March 

8—$15 Challenge Workshop, Tilden Library, 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

12—Mandatory Leaders’ Meeting, Extension Office, 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. 

18—Beef Weigh-in, Madison County Fairgrounds, 5:00 to 7:00 p.m. 

10-16—National Ag Week 

April 

1—4-H Enrollment Deadline 

1—Market Beef DNA Deadline 

17—Flower Power Workshop, Extension Office, 2:15 to 6:00 p.m. 

22—4-H Fun Day: Duffle Bag Sewing Workshop, Extension Office, 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

22—4-H Fun Day: Surprise Cloverbud Workshop, Extension Office, 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. 

22—4-H Council Meeting, Extension Office, 7:00 p.m. 

May 

10—District and State Horse Level Testing Deadline, NOON 

27—Office Closed in Observance of Memorial Day 

29—Bee Hotel Workshop, Extension Office, 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

29—YQCA Face-to-Face Training, Extension Office, 10:00 to 11:00 a.m. OR 2:00 to 3:00 p.m. 

30, 31, and June 3—Babysitting Clinic, Extension Office, 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  


