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80 Days unt i l  Fair

100% of  the Vendor Fees wil l  be contributed

to the Madison County 4-H Council !  Join us

and support  our area entrepreneurs!  

More detai ls  on next  page.

Extension is  a Div is ion of  the Inst i tu te of  Agr icu l ture and Natura l  Resources at  the Univers i ty  of  Nebraska–
Lincoln cooperat ing wi th the Count ies and the Uni ted States Department  of  Agr icu l ture.  Univers i ty  of
Nebraska–Lincoln Extension educat ional  programs abide wi th the nondiscr iminat ion pol ic ies of  the Univers i ty  of
Nebraska–Lincoln and the Uni ted State Department  of  Agr icu l ture.  Ó2016

We appreciate our  4-H volunteers!
Thank you to a l l  of  our  4-H vo lunteers  for  support ing 

and help ing our  4-H youth in  Madison County!

Be sure to  reach out  and 

Thank  your  4-H leaders  and vo lunteers  dur ing 

National  Volunteer  Week,  Apri l  2 1 -27!

Apri l  20
9a-2p

Madison County Fairgrounds

New for 2024! 
4-H Pre-entry forms

available today! 
An email detailing the
guidelines for the pre-entry
forms for the Madison County
Fair will be sent separately.
These forms are accessible in
both digital and paper formats.

Start filling yours out today. 
FORMS due June 15. 

NO LATE ENTRIES WILL BE
ACCEPTED.  





Join 4-H Today at v2.4honline.com

Reserve your camper spot for the 2024 Madison County Fair and Rodeo.
Open to 4-H families starting Monday, April 1. Call the Madison County
Fairgrounds at 402-454-2144. (will open to the public on April 29, so be sure
to call) Price per spot is $125 plus credit card transaction fee.

Check out the fairbook at
https://extension.unl.edu/statewide/madison/madison-county-4-h-
fairbook/ to see project areas you are interested in this year! (printed books
will be available soon) 

Welcome to the Madison County 4-H Program! Please be sure to enroll by
Friday, April 30 to ensure you receive all the information needed to be a
part of the 4-H program and participate at the Madison County Fair!
Follow this link above for more information about 4-H, clubs in Madison
County and how to enroll! Reminder: you only have to choose one project
to continue. All project selections will be put on your pre-enrollment form
which will be available in soon.Pre-entryforms will be due June 15. 

Digital 4-H Fairbook is Available! 

4-H Camper Spots - April 1 - April 28

Madison County 4-H Updates
April 2024

http://v2.4honline.com/
https://extension.unl.edu/statewide/madison/madison-county-4-h-fairbook/
https://extension.unl.edu/statewide/madison/madison-county-4-h-fairbook/
https://extension.unl.edu/statewide/madison/madison-county-4-h-fairbook/


Fair  Pre-entry  Forms
When pre-entry forms are ready to pick up, you will
receive an email. This should be around May 1.
To enter 4-H Exhibits in the 2024 Madison County
Fair, you must turn in this pre-entry form by June 1 to
the Extension Office.
Contact Sarah or Jayd with questions!

4-H Camper Spots 
at  the Fair

Reserve your  camper  spot  for  the
2024 Madison County  Fai r  and Rodeo.
Open to 4-H fami l ies  on Monday,  Apr i l
1 ,  beginn ing at  8 :00 a.m.  Cal l  the
Madison County  Fai rgrounds at  402-
454-2144.  
(Opening up to the publ ic  May 1 )

Price per  spot  is  $125 
plus credit  card transaction fee.  

4-H Summer Fun Sneak
Peak

May
28:  Sew a s imple table runner

June
6:  Cake Decorat ing 
10 :  The Art  of  P ie  Bak ing
1 1 :  Babys i t t ing Cl in ic  
1 1 :  Entomology 
12:  Leathercraft  workshop
13:  V i r tua l  Bee Hote l  

Watch for  
regis t rat ion detai l s  
towards the end 
of  the month!   

4-H Speech, PSA, and Presentation
Contest Deadline
Submit your PSA and sign up for the speech contest by
Friday, April 19! 
Call in to our office or REGISTER HERE:

See age divisions and details in the March newsletter.
Open to all 4-H members ages 5+ 
The contest will take place Monday, April 25 at 5:30
p.m. at the Extension Office. 

The newly updated fair books are
ready to view on the website!
Check them out at
madison.unl.edu, or use the QR
Code to get to the 4-H Book!

2024 4-H & Open Class 
Fair  Book

See the march newsletter for a
quick guide of class changes.

50th Anniversary - 4-H Special Edition 
We are looking for 4-H members to sell ads in Madison County to help support the

printing of the 2024 4-H Special Edition with the Norfolk Daily News. 
A few routes are available.  Please contact Sarah for more information! 



Livestock ID Information

Avai lable at  Extens ion Off ice:

·  Ear  tags requi red for  county-on ly
market  beef ,  swine,  bucket  calves

·  E ID Tags wi l l  be requi red for  market ,
feeders ,  and swine attending the
State Fai r .

DNA samples-  requi red for  market  and
breeding l i vestock and feeder  calves
to show at  the Nebraska State Fai r

·  Tattoos requi red for  regis tered
breeding beef  attending the State
Fai r  or  E ID Tags for  commercia l
breeding beef  attending state fa i r .
Breeding beef  on ly  at tending the
county  fa i r  can e i ther  have a county
ear  tag and / or  tat too.  

·  Regis tered breeding hei fers  need
thei r  regis t rat ion papers  for  check- in
at  the County  and State fa i r .  

·  Rabbi ts  are requi red to be tattooed.
 
·  County-on ly  tags:  $1 .00
·  E ID tags (State Fai r  ) :  $1 .00

·  A l l  sheep and goats  requi re  scrapie
tags for  County  and State Fai r .  
 

Livestock Aff idavits/ID Sheet
requi red for  a l l  l i vestock and
smal l  an imals  for  county  fa i r
pr int  copies  on madison.un l .edu
or  p ick  up at  Extens ion Off ice

Bucket  Calf  Record Books-FREE
due June 28 -  p ick  up at
Extens ion Off ice

DNA Samples
pick  up envelopes and return  to
Extens ion Off ice by  June 15
$7 each to be paid on l ine when
you nominate your  an imal  on
Show Stock Manager  (wi l l
in form when avai lable! )

Youth for the Quality Care 

of Animals 

All 4-H and FFA livestock exhibitors must
complete this certification before being able

to show at the county and / or state fair. 
*Cloverbuds are not required to complete the training!

YQCA Deadline is June 15, 2024

If you have completed an instructor led
training, be sure to register and pay for the

training so we can complete the
certification. This must be completed by

deadline. 

If you still need to get certified please visit
yqcaprogram.org and complete the course.
Be sure to select the correct age group and

then send a copy of your certificate to
spolacek2@unl.edu.



4-H Horse Information -  
County Fair  & the State Horse Show 

Need to complete your  Horse Advancement  Leve l  Test?  Just  contact  the
off ice to set  up a v i s i t !  To prepare for  the test :  

v i s i t :ht tps ://4h.un l .edu/horse/advancement  for  gu idel ines ,  s tudy
guides ,  pract ice tests ,  and more.

Interested in  showing at  the Nebraska State Horse Show:   
Ju ly  13- 17  at  Fonner  Park  |  Grand I s land,  NE
el ig ib le  for  ages 8- 18
entr ies  due June 1  -  no late ent r ies  accepted.  
( leve l  test ing must  be completed by June 1  as  wel l )  
ht tps ://4h.un l .edu/horse-expo-show-entry

ANIMAL IDENTIFICATION GUIDELINES– 2024 (4-H/FFA Families)
Read identification instructions under each specie.

https://4h.unl.edu/horse/advancement
https://4h.unl.edu/horse-expo-show-entry


Additional Opportunites









2024 Calendar
Subject to change. More activities and workshops will be added in the future!

Sarah Polacek
4-H Educator

Jayd Krueger
4-H Assistant

Leo Gonzalez
4-H Educator

April
13-Tack Swap, Merrick County Fairgrounds
20- 4-H Council Vendor Fair, 
       Madison County Fairgrounds
22- 4-H Council Meeting, Extension Office, 7pm
25 - Speech, PSA, & Presentation Contest,
        Extension Office , 5pm

May
27- Office Closed - Memorial Day

June
15- County Fair Deadline Day!
15-  Fashion Show Entry Deadline
17-18- State Premier Communication Event
TBA- 4-H Council Meeting, Extension Office, 7pm
27- Fair Clean Up, 
       Madison County Fairgrounds, 6-8pm
29- 4-H Fair Judging Day, 
       Madison County Fairgrounds, 8am-noon
29- Public 4-H Fashion Show, MCF, 3 pm
7-18- State Premier Communication Event
28- Bucket Calf Record Books Deadline

July
4- Office Closed- Independence Day
9-14 Madison County Fair!
9- Judging Day (Foods/Horticulture), 
 Madison County Fairgrounds, 8am-noon
13-17- State Horse Show, 
 Fonner Park, Grand Island

August
12-20- State Fair Drop Off, Extension Office
19 -  Extension Office open until 6:30pm for   
          State Fair Exhibits
20 - Til NOON - State Fair Food and 
         Horticulture Exhibit Deadline
23- State Fair Begins, Grand Island
TBA- 4-H Council Meeting, 
           Extension Office, 7pm
30 -  4-H Achievement Ceremony 
          Nomination and Application Deadline

September
2- State Fair Ends
4- State Fair Projects Ready for families to pick
up from Extension Office
TBA Achievement Ceremony, Extension Office
23 - 4-H Council Meeting, Extension Office, 7pm

October-National 4-H Month
28- 4-H Council Meeting, Extension Office, 7pm

November
28-29 Office Closed - Thanksgiving

December
23-Jan 1. - Closed - Holiday Shutdown



2024 Madison County Fair Pre-entry Form 
Due to the Extension Office: JUNE 15, 2024 (NO LATE ENTRIES WILL BE ACCEPTED) 
Mail to: Nebraska Extension in Madison County, 1305 South 13 Street, Norfolk, NE 68701 
Email to : khall32@unl.edu

Name:                                                                                                    4-H Age (as of January 1): 
Address:                                                                                                 Club: 
Phone:                                                                                                    Email Address: 
Projects: 
Important: Please refer to the 4-H Fair Book to obtain the correct codes for exhibits you wish to enter: 
Department, Division, Class, and Description. Livestock & Small Animal Exhibitors: Enter the number of 
animals you will bring for stall assignments. Horse Exhibitors: Please list the name of the horses you will 
bring. 

Dept. Division

257 
11 

Class

13 
50 

Description (if a horse event, include name of horse) 

Design Decisions—painted lightbulb snowman 
Market heifer 2 

Example: C
Example: G 

Number of Animals
For Stalls and Pens 


