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Presentation of Special Awards  

A junior at Battle Creek High School, Britney Kreikemeier has been active in 4-H for seven years as a 
member of the Young Achievers 4-H Club. She is always ready to help others, whether by helping the 
young members of the club wash and care for their animals or working with them to complete a craft at a 
monthly meeting. Britney has dared to better herself by being an officer of the club. This opportunity to 
use her leadership skills has given her a voice to guide the group where needed while learning how to 
include her fellow members in making decisions. Britney is a good role model and leader for the young 
group in the Young Achievers 4-H Club.    

Being in 4-H since she was a cloverbud, Hailey Walmsley has grown throughout her 4-H career to 
become a leader. This year, Hailey went over and beyond being a 4-H member for her twelfth year, 
making history in Madison County! She also started the Barnyard Buddies program so that youth with 
special needs can have the opportunity to show an animal at the fair. Participating in the hog show 
brought so much joy to so many kids. Hailey has a huge heart and a great future ahead of her as she 
continues to use her leadership skills that she gained through 4-H.  

Serenity Strong does not like to be told that she can’t do something. This year, she wanted to do even 
better on her fair projects than last year. 2017 was a very successful year, and she loved every minute of 
it. She took on some challenging projects. This year, six of her projects were to be gifts. Her sewing 
project was so special. She helped her friend who is not in 4-H feel a part of 4-H by sewing matching 
outfits and modeling together. She also took time to go to the nursing home during summer to help the 
residents with crafts. She tells them she learned everything because she is in 4-H. Serenity’s mom and 
dad love the example she sets when she helps at church, the nursing home, and even the library in 
Newman Grove. Being the youngest and only child at home, Serenity is not afraid to venture out and 
find people to interact with and help along the way.   

When Emily Neemeyer began her clothing level two sewing project, she could not have imagined the 
challenge her dress would present. As with many sewing projects, Emily’s dress has a story. After 
cutting off a little too much of the hem, Emily followed the 4-H motto and “made the best better” to 
transform a simply shift dress into a cute sundress with a waistline. She took the opportunity to make a 
mistake into something even better than the original. Emily has a genuine smile and positive attitude. 
Her sewing project proves that she also has perseverance and determination to make the best, and even 
seemingly worst, situation better. We can’t wait to see what Emily will do with her future!  

As a 4-H alumna, Emily Freudenburg has truly stepped up to help the 4-H program in Madison County. 
Not only is she an outstanding 4-H superintendent at the county fair, but she is also an active member of 
the Madison County Extension Board. She supported the 4-H Council cookbook by providing recipes. As 
the Extension Office moved to its new location, Emily was a huge asset unpacking and moving boxes. 
We are grateful for the support of Emily, her dedication to the 4-H program, and for being a role model 
for the youth of Madison County.  



Presentation of Special Awards  

For the past 15 years, Christy Owen, a leader of the Needles and Knives 4-H club is the picture of an 
outstanding 4-H leader. She has been a vital part of the Madison County 4-H program going beyond 
the expectations of a club leader. From serving as a superintendent, a project day committee 
member, a 4-H council member, a 4-H supporter, and a 4-H mom! She bends backwards to truly 
“make the best, better.” Christy strives to help youth reach their full potential in 4-H. She is positive, 
hardworking and compassionate and truly cares about each and every one of her 4-H members. 
Please help me in congratulating Christy Owen.  
 

A member who has stepped out of her comfort zone, a member who has challenged herself and a 
member who is very deserving of the 2018 Outstanding 4-H Member award is Charli Schlomer. 
Charli is a ten-year 4-H member of the Needles and Knives 4-H Club. Charli is active, involved, and 
passionate about 4-H. During her 4-H career, she has tried new things, pushed herself to expand her 
skills, and has served in many leadership roles. Over the past two years Charli has completed her 
Better with Books Diamond Clover project. She has also served as president of her 4-H club and was 
selected to attend the National 4-H Congress in Atlanta for her career portfolio. Charli always has a 
smile on her face and is very deserving of this award.  
 

I pledge my Heart to greater loyalty…Madison County 4-H is proud to present our Heart of 4-H 
award to Farmers Pride. Members of Farmers Pride in Northeast Nebraska have stepped up and 
truly went out of their way to support and help Nebraska Extension and the 4-H program in 
Madison County. From presenting our corn and soybean session at the annual Life on the Farm/Ag 
Literacy Festival to helping haul state fair items to Grand Island and providing extra hands as the 
Extension Office moved this summer, we are truly thankful for their contributions to Nebraska 
Extension and the Madison County 4-H program. Deb Jacobson is the representative here today 
from Farmers Pride in Newman Grove and we truly thank her as she has been vital in setting up 
those connections! Thank you Farmers Pride and congratulations!   
 

Keith Dittrich has been a strong voice for both Nebraska Extension and the 4-H program. A current 
Extension Board member, 4-H alumnus, and father of 4-H members, Keith has worn many hats 
while supporting 4-H. In addition to the little things he does, such as submitting recipes to the 4-H 
Council cookbook or being a liaison for Extension ag programs, Keith also volunteers in big ways. 
He was invaluable during the move of the Extension Office, supplying a trailer, tools, muscle power, 
and even a little elbow grease to help us get working. Madison County is truly grateful for Keith 
and his family’s dedication to Madison County 4-H and Nebraska Extension.  



 

Madison County 4-H would not be possible without your 

generous donation of time and a commitment to youth! 



2018 Livestock Booster Sponsors 

Champion - $1,000 + 

Elkhorn Valley Bank-Member FDIC 

Green Line Equipment / Dennis Smydra 

 

Purple Ribbon - $500 to $999 

ADM 

Agri-City Insurance 

Aurora Coop 

Bank of the Valley-Member FDIC 

Big Iron Realty 

Farm Credit Services 

Farmers Co-op Association-Lindsay 

Farmers Pride 

FMC—Matt Kampschneider 

Graham Tire 

Lindsay Corporation 

Norfolk Iron and Metal 

Norfolk Motor Co. 

Northeast Machine 

Nucor 

Pioneer-Sandramere Seed 

 

Blue Ribbon - $250 to $499 

BASF—Jody Jenson 

Bayer Crop Science—Karen O-Hare 

Big Country Auto 

Buffalo / Apache 

Calm Water Financial 

Coe Cattle Company 

Dave and Amber Amick 

Heartland Vet Clinic 

Insurance 365 Inc.—Jay Knobbe 

Monsanto Company 

Nelsen Transportation—Byron Flood 

Producers Hybrids / Ag Reliant 

Reigle Feedlot 

Tilden Bank-Member FDIC 

Valent-Tyler Sapp 

Red Ribbon - $100 to $249 

Agrex / Enola Grain 

Bank of Newman Grove-Member FDIC / 
Gerhart Insurance Agency 

Benson Ag 

Cargill 

Christensen Brozek Faltys 

CVA 

Dave and Laura Stoltz 

Dinkel Implement 

Dow Agri Sciences-Emma Vavricka 

EBM 

Elkhorn Feed Center 

Farm and Ranch / Mead Lumber 

First National Bank of Omaha-Member FDIC 

JB Electric 

JRK Electric 

Ken's Trailer 

Madison County Bank-Member FDIC 

Madison Veterinary Clinic 

Midwest Bank-Member FDIC 

Mikal Shalikow 

Moto Plex / Polaris 

Mycogen—Dustin Thompson 

News Channel Nebraska    

NK Seeds—Tom Good 

NMC / Eddie Bomar 

SAPP Bros Inc 

Shell Creek Market 

Summit Ag 

Troy and Karla Patzel 

Vit-a-men 

Wieseler Ag. Technologies 

Wondercheck, Inc. 

Zoubek Oil 


