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Building Family Literacy 

 
 Summer is officially here.  Temperatures are rising, gardens are growing, and the kids are out of 
school.  It often appears that the slow, easy days of summers past have been replaced by countless 
activities, increased demands, and hectic family schedules.  It can be difficult to make sure that young 
people are receiving the guidance and instruction necessary to be successful in school.  An important 
step families can make to help students succeed in the fall is to build a foundation of family literacy.   
 Children who see literacy as a family value learn early on that reading, writing, and 
communicating orally are pleasurable, important, and 
meaningful and are more successful in school.  
Encouraging literacy as a family can help children bridge 
the gap between one school year and the next.  Things 
families can do to build strong literacy habits at home: 

 Accessing community resources, such as libraries 
and museums, as a family 

 Adults modeling good reading practices-read for 
enjoyment! 

 Talking and singing with your children.  Ask about 
their day, engage in conversation with them. 

 Journal with your children.  Have them draw a 
picture and write about their summer activities, 
books they are reading, favorite pets or hobbies.  
Respond in writing to what they are sharing.   

 Begin literacy activities at an early age.  Infants and toddlers learn to speak through direct 
communication and reading.   

 Invite young children to listen to a story and role play the actions.  
 

Building family literacy does not have to be a challenge.  Start by incorporating one new literacy 
practice or activity into what you are already doing as a family.  Increasing family literacy does not 
have to be a challenging process.  Increasing activities involving reading can be a fun way to elevate 
quality time and prepare students for the school year ahead.   

 
To learn more about family literacy, visit your local UNL Extension Office and ask for “The Power 

of Family Literacy” NebGuide G1985 or available on the web at 
http://extensionpublications.unl.edu/assets/pdf/g1985.pdf.  
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