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Important Dates: 2024 Knox County Fair Dates

April  4-H Enrollment Due Before 4-H Contest/Events

April 17 4-H Council Meeting - Center Mark Aqu%tzi_:J on éour tcalFen.darS for the

April 21-27 National Volunteer Week nhoxounty rair.

April 27 4-H/FFA Swine Weigh Day Knox County 4-H information is available on our
for Rate-of-Gam ' website at

May 20 4-H Council Meeting — Center https://extension.unl.edu/statewide/knox/

May 27 Office Closed — Memorial Day

May 28 & 31  Rocket Workshop - Center Facebook at:

https://go.unl.edu/knoxcountyfacebook
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4-H/FFA Swine Weigh-In for Rate-of-Gain Contest
Saturday, April 27, 2024

If you are interested in the Swine Rate-of-Gain Contest, the pigs must be
weighed on Saturday, April 27 at the exhibitor's home. Another leader/parent
must witness the weighing and sign the paper. The swine weights must be
sent or faxed (402-288-5612) to the Extension Office by Tuesday, April 30" To be eligible for
the State Fair, market swine must have a DNA and an EID tag. Please check the Animal
Identification Guidelines for the correct ID process. Clover Kids are not eligible to participate in the
Rate-of-Gain Contest. 4-H swine exhibitors are not required to participate in the Swine Rate-of-
Gain Contest.

Nebraska 4-H requires all youth enrolled in livestock

m hﬂh_ projects to complete an annual quality assurance training

through the YQCA program. YQCA is a national multi-
YOUTH ;HE ﬂUAI.ITY (ARE%AN'MALS species quality assurance program focused on three core
pillars: food safety, animal well-being, and character development. 4-H members who exhibit beef animals,
dairy cattle, dairy goat, meat goat, poultry, rabbit, sheep, and swine must have the YQCA certification
completed before fair. 4-H members who exhibit at the Nebraska State Fair will need to have their YQCA
training requirements met by the date of entry for those respective shows.

The annual training may be completed by one of the following:

e Face-to-Face Training with a Certified Instructor: $3.00 each —

4-H'ers will need to register at https://ygcaprogram.org/ and pay the $3 fee prior to the training. Each
participant MUST complete a pre-test and a post-test.

Knox County Face-to-Face trainings:
e June 19, 2024 in Creighton — 1:00 p.m.
e July 18, 2024 in Bloomfield — 5:00 p.m.
e July 23, 2024 in Crofton — 5:00 p.m.

Help document can be found at

https://yacaprogram.org/local/pdf/YQCA HelpDoc GettinglLTCertification 2023.pdf

e Online Course: $12.00 each. — Help document can be found at
https://ygcaprogram.org/local/pdf/'YQCA HelpDoc GettingWBTCertification 2023.pdf

e Online Test Out: This option is only available to youth in the first year of Intermediate (age 12) and
Senior (age 15) age levels. There is no test-out option for Juniors. Costs are: Intermediate - $36 ($12 x 3
years of certification) and Senior - $48 ($12 x 4 years of certification). If you pass, you will not be
required to complete the annual training requirements for the remainder of your current age level
(Intermediates: 12-14; and Seniors: 15-18). Each test consists of fifty randomly selected questions and has
a pass rate of 80% or better for certification. More information on the Online Test-Out option is available at
https://4h.unl.edu/ygca. Help document can be found at

https://yacaprogram.org/local/pdf/YQCA HelpDoc GettingTestOutCertification 2023.pdf
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% 4-H online is READY for families to enroll in 4-H
4-H for the 2023-2024 4-H Year!

Onllne Enroll today to ensure you are receiving the text and email reminders!

> The project listing in 4honline has been narrowed down to approximately 50 youth project
areas.
> Some project names have been changed to encompass several similar projects. For example,

Home Environment = Home Design & Restoration; Clothing, Knitting, Crocket, Quilts = Textiles,
Quilts and Apparel; Market Beef, Breeding Beef, Feeder Calf, Bucket Calf = Beef.

> Shooting sports projects remain split by discipline due to the detailed data needs these projects
require.

With changes in the project selection list in 4-H Online, a 2024 Knox County 4-H Project List can be
found at https://extension.unl.edu/statewide/knox/2024%20County%20Project%20List.pdf to help
with the Project Selection. Please contact the office if you have any questions.

Website to enroll in 4HOnline 2.0 is: https://v2.4honline.com/.
o The process only takes a couple minutes per member or volunteer. For returning families,
please DO NOT create a new account; use your log-in credentials for 4honline used in
previous years.

Instructions for Re-Enroll can be found here: https://4h.unl.edu/enroll/returning-member
« NEW 4-H youth and/or volunteers will need to set up an account. Enrollment instructions for
new families can be found here: https://4h.unl.edu/enroll/new-member

Please call the Extension Office (402-288-5611) if you have any questions.

MEMBERSHIP DUES: 4-H membership dues must be paid by June 15 and are $5.00 per member and no
cost per Clover Kid. The dues are used for 4-H programming, supplemental insurance, and scholarships in
the county. Please give your dues to your club leader or send them to the extension office. Make checks
payable to the Knox County 4-H Council. Membership dues must be paid by June 15 to be eligible to exhibit
at the Knox County Fair or any competitive 4-H events that year. Competitive events include all Pre-Fair
Contests and Shooting Sports Contests.

4-H Clover Kid Project Areas Have Exciting Additions

New classes have been added to the static area. Refer to the 2024 Knox County 4-H Fairbook or visit the
Knox County Clover Kids Handbook at
https://extension.unl.edu/statewide/knox/Knox%20County%20Clover%20Kid%20Handout%202024.pdf

NEW for 2024 in the Clothing Area

Clothing Exhibits will be entered on Wednesday, August 7, and judged on Thursday, August 8, of the Fair.
All Beyond the Needle, STEAM Clothing, Sewing for Fun, General Clothing, Knitting, Crochet, Quilt Quest,
Attention Shopper/Shopping In Style exhibits will no longer be judged during the Fashion Show judging.
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Knox County State 4-H Horse Show

4-H Horse Clinics July 13-17, 2024
Show Events and Fonner Park, Grand Island, NE

Speed Events Deadline June 1 at 5:00 p.m. —

Online Entries (including Hippology and Horse
Judging Entries) along with Horse ID forms and
Advancement Levels submitted to County
Office.

For more information visit:
https://4h.unl.edu/horse-expo-show-entry

Friday, June 21, 2024
Friday, July 12, 2024
Bloomfield Fairgrounds

See flier in this newsletter for registration and
details!

\g&w Big Thank You to the Bloomfield Vet Clinic for letting the
/Y\\:ﬂ%‘“‘/ 4-H and FFA members use your facilities to weigh in

their Market Beef and Second Year Bucket Calves.

2024 Knox County 4-H Fairbook

The 2024 Knox County 4-H Fairbook is available. Contact your club leader or the Extension Office for
your family’s copy.

Nebraska State Fair Show Stock Manager — Show Stock Online Nomination Process
https://showstockmgr.com/

e Now open for State Fair Exhibitors to nominate animals for State Fair.

e This is not the system to enter livestock for the State Fair — only nominations.

e State Fair Livestock Dual Eligibility - Females may be eligible as both market and
breeding, provided a DNA envelope with hair samples has been submitted to the
extension office and the family has completed the online nomination for both market
and breeding along with payment by June 15. Families will need to decide if the
animal will be shown in market or breeding classes by August 10.

Livestock DNA Envelopes

4-H/FFA youth planning to exhibit Market Animals, Breeding Animals or Feeder Calves at the 2024
Nebraska State Fair are required to provide a DNA sample for each animal. The State Fair is no longer
using past year’s envelopes. You will need to stop by the office to pick up new ones for 2024!
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FSA Rural Youth Loans

The Farm Service Agency (FSA) makes loans to individual young persons, between the ages of 10 and 20
years, to start and operate income-producing projects of modest size in connection with their participation in
4-H or FFA. The project being financed with an FSA Youth Loan needs to provide an opportunity for the
young person to acquire experience and education in agriculture-related skills.

Contact the FSA Office in Bloomfield at 373-4914 for more information or check out
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/farm-loan-programs/youth-loans/index

AKSARBEN STOCK SHOW

Youth 9-19 years of age are eligible for the
competition with no prerequisite of youth
organization affiliation. 4-H animals nominated
for State Fair are eligible for Aksarben. Visit
https://www.aksarbenstockshow.com/ for more
information. 2024 dates are September 26-29.

Premises Identification Reminder

Exhibitors of 4-H and FFA market animals
(beef, swine, sheep, and goat) must have a
Premises Identification Number to show at the
Nebraska State Fair. If an exhibitor does not
have a number, you need to obtain it through
the Nebraska Department of Agriculture. Visit
https://nda.nebraska.gov/adt/premises.html

2024 4-H Knox County
Photography Theme

My Favorite Place in

Knox County
Open to 4-H members enrolled in any
level of Photography.

2024 Knox County Challenge
“Gnomes”

Use your imagination and exhibit a “Gnome”. No project
enrollment is required. Check out Pinterest
for ideas. Open to Clover Kids also.

4-H member Gnome Exhibit — F510902
Clover Kid Gnome Exhibit — K100915

Club Meeting Activity — Let’s Get to Know Each Other!

“Three Trues and a False”

This activity is fun and allows everyone to learn something new about one another.

Supplies: Writing utensils and a piece of paper for each participant.

Let’s get started! — Have someone start by writing four facts about himself/herself on his/her piece of
paper. Three of the facts should be true and one should be false. Let the 4-H’ers evaluate which ones they
think are true, and which one they think is false. Then survey the 4-H’ers to learn the results and discuss
each question to see what they thought about each statement. This gives everyone an opportunity to tell a
little about himself/herself, and everyone will learn something new about each other. Continue this around
the room until everyone has a chance to share. This gives everyone an attempt to stump each other
throughout the activity.

(source: New Mexico State University, 2009)
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Knox County 4-H Shooting Sports Program

The Shooting Sports projects and programs offer opportunities for youth to learn safe gun handling skills
and sound fundamentals of shooting under the guidance of caring and knowledgeable adult volunteers.
Knox County has certified leaders for the following projects: Archery; Air Rifle, Air Pistol, and BB Gun;
Smallbore Rifle and Pistol (.22 caliber); and Shotgun.

Youth must be enrolled with the Nebraska Extension 4-H Office in Knox County before participating
in the Shooting Sports Projects and Contests.

Knox County 4-H Shooting Sports Contests:

o .22 Pistol Contest — Saturday, August 3, Knox County Fairgrounds

o .22 Rifle & Shotgun Contests — Saturday, August 3, Knox County
Fairgrounds

o Archery Contest — Sunday, August 4, Knox County Fairgrounds

¢ BB Gun, Air Rifle & Air Pistol Contests — Wednesday, August 7,
Knox County Fairgrounds

Archery Practice Dates
Practices will be held every Monday night in June and July. A parent, grandparent and or
guardian needs to be present with shooters under the age of 16. All practices start at
7:00 p.m. and will be held at the Bloomfield Airport. All shooters must attend at least 2 practices
each year to participate in the official contest. If you have questions about Archery Practices,
contact Kevin Millikan at 402-640-3322 or Becky Millikan at 402-640-4643.

BB Gun, Air Rifle & Air Pistol Practice Dates
Practices will be held on June 17 and 24 and July 8, 15, 22, and 29. Practices will start at 7:00 pm
and will be held at the Bloomfield Airport, 54240 880 Rd. All shooters must attend at least 2
practices each year to participate in the official contest.

.22 Rifle, .22 Pistol and Shotgun Practice Dates
Practices will be held every Thursday night in June and July. There will not be a practice on
July 4t All Shotgun practices will start at 6:00 pm. All .22 Pistol & .22 Rifle practices will start at
6:30 pm. Both will be held at the Knox County Fairgrounds in Bloomfield. All practices will end at
8:30 pm, NO EXCEPTIONS. All shooters must attend at least 2 practices each year to participate
in the official contest. If there is any question about the weather on a given night, visit the Knox
County Shooting Sports Group on Facebook
(https://www.facebook.com/groups/211566702207387/) for updates.

Upcoming Shooting Sports Dates: (https://4h.unl.edu/shooting-sports)

Nebraska State 4-H BB Gun Championships
April 20-21, 2024
Aurora Cooperative Pavilion, Fonner Park, Grand Island, NE

Nebraska State 4-H Air Rifle Championships
April 20-21, 2024
Aurora Cooperative Pavilion, Fonner Park, Grand Island, NE
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Congratulations to the Knox County 4-H
Communication Event Participants

4-H members participated in the 2024 Knox County 4-H
Communication Event held Monday, April 1° at the Knox
County Extension Office. Participants were able to present
a speech, record a PSA or deliver a presentation.

Whether speaking in person or virtually, communicating
our thoughts to others is a valuable skill. Public speaking

4 contests help youth develop skills for communicating with
////;:;ences, learn how to organize and prepare a speech, develop

speech delivery skills, learn how to present themselves to others, and develop self-
confidence.

Clover Kids, youth ages 5-7, participated in a non-competitive fashion by reciting a poem or
reading or telling a short story. Participants in the Clover Kid Division included: Danica
Cunningham of Wausa, Dominic Cunningham of Wausa, and Tate Hanefeldt of Center. Each Clover
Kid received words of encouragement from the judge and a Clover Kid rainbow ribbon for their
participation.

Dayton Cunningham of Wausa presented a Prepared Speech titled "Hope for the Future”. She
received the Champion Trophy in the Junior Division.

The Impromptu Speech competition gives youth the opportunity to write and present a speech
around a 4-H-related topic that they select during the competition, where they are given 15
minutes to develop and prepare for their presentation. The judge evaluates the subject,
organization, and delivery of the speech. Dayton also presented an Impromptu Speech and
received the Champion Rosette in the Junior Division.

4-H members also participated in a Radio Public Service Announcement (PSA) category in which
they recorded a 60 second radio spot promoting 4-H and using the theme “4-H is a Feeling”.
Participating in the Junior PSA Division, Tucker Hanefeldt of Center received a purple ribbon and
was awarded the Champion trophy; Intermediate PSA Division, Peyton Bratetic of Bloomfield
received a purple ribbon and was awarded the Champion trophy. In the Senior PSA Division,
Marshall Bratetic of Bloomfield received a purple ribbon and was awarded the Champion trophy.

To finish the evening, two presentations were featured by 4-H members. An lllustrated
Presentation is a live presentation with a formal talk where youth will use visual aids (such as
props, posters, computer-based visuals, handouts, video, etc.) to show and tell others how to do
something.

In the Novice Division, Jocelyn Hanefeldt of Center prepared a presentation: ‘Beautiful Bouquets'.
Dayton Cunningham prepared a presentation: ‘How | Take Care of My Rabbit’. Jocelyn was
awarded the Champion trophy. Dayton was awarded a purple ribbon.

Peyton Bratetic, Marshall Bratetic, Dayton Cunningham, Tucker Hanefeldt and Jocelyn Hanefeldt all
qualify to compete in the State 4-H Premier Communications Event to be held June 17-18 in
Lincoln in their respective events.



State Fair Book
The State Fair Book is available at https://4h.unl.edu/state-fair.

Online Horticulture Judging Contest

The Nebraska 4-H Online Horticulture Judging Contest provides youth an opportunity to test their

knowledge of growing fruits, vegetables, flowers, and ornamental plants. The contest is open to all
youth, as well as adults. Youth do not need to be enrolled 4-H members to participate. The contest
will be available from 8:00 AM on Friday, June 7, 2023, through 8:00 AM on Friday, June 21, 2024.

For details visit https://4h.unl.edu/online-horticulture-judging-contest or call the office.

Nebraska State Fair 4-H Culinary Challenge!
The purpose of the 4-H Culinary Challenge is to:
e Demonstrate Healthy Decision Making - Through Nutrition, Menu Planning, Food Prep, And Food
Safety

e Apply Healthy Living Knowledge And Skills
e Showcase Skills
e Highlight Knowledge By Utilizing Technology

4-H'ers ages 8 - 18 are eligible to sign up. They will compete in teams of two. Youth do not have to
participate in a county contest to sign up for the Nebraska State Fair Culinary Challenge Contest.

4-H'ers are challenged on the theme, table setting, menu, use of the 2024 challenge ingredient, the
interview with the judge, and use of technology during the tableside presentation. The team will prepare
one food item off the menu to present to the judge.

The 2024 challenge ingredient is SOYBEANS! This can be any form of soybeans used for food such as
edamame, tofu, tempeh, soymilk, soybean oil, soy nuts, soy sauce, etc.

For more information regarding the contest, please contact your local Extension office and visit
https://4hfairbook.unl.edu/fairbookview.php/contests/22.

All 4-H members planning to participate in any 4-H contest must be entered in Showorks before the 2024
deadline. Each team member must register in Showorks. There is a $5.00 fee per 4-H'er.

The 4-H Photography Showcase offers a project exhibition opportunity beyond \ y
traditional print media. Each month, 4-H'ers are invited to submit their favorite \

photo through the online submission form (https://4h.unl.edu/photography- &4-H
showcase). Submissions are accepted on a continual basis. However, youth may PHOTOGRAPHY
only submit one photo per month. Photos will be selected from submissions and SHOWCASE
showcase online by Nebraska 4-H, including on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram. p——
The 4-H Photography Showcase is open to enrolled 4-H members. G Y9
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NEBRASKA

STATE 4°H CAMP

CHADRON
JUNE 1-5
JUNE 6-8

COZAD
JUNE 16-20

JULY 1-3

BURWELL
JULY 17-19

10-14 YEARS
8-10 YEARS

10-14 YEARS
8-10 YEARS

8-10 YEARS

JULY 20-24  10-14 YEARS

REGISTER TODAY LA 1§
4H.UNL.EDU/CAMPS-REGISTER ExTENSIUN

The Nebraska 4-H Livestock Achievement Program is designed to promote all
N|% educational aspects of 4-H livestock projects, including selection, production,
LIVESTOCK leadership, and exhibition, by recognizing youth striving to improve their livestock
ACHIEVEMENT project knowledge and leadership.

Members of Excellence are recognized within each 4-H livestock project area,
including: beef, sheep, meat goat, swine, dairy cattle, dairy goat, rabbit, and poultry.

Visit https://4h.unl.edu/livestock-achievement and apply to participate in the recognition program by
June 15. Enroll in 4-H Online by June 15. Complete the Plan & Report Form and email at
4hlivestockachievement@unl.edu by August 1. Complete YQCA requirements by August 10.

Those receiving Member of Excellence through the program will be recognized during the 4-H Parade of

Champions at the Nebraska State Fair and will receive a cash award from the Nebraska 4-H Foundation
and a special program award.
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Area Animal Shows and Events
(visit https://extension.unl.edu/statewide/knox/animal-shows-events/ for more information)

Livestock Shows

o Gage County Livestock Showdown - Beatrice - April 28, 2024

o Swine-A-Rama — Beef-A-Rama — Goat-A-Rama — Albion - May 24, 25, 26, 2024
e Hustler Progress Show - West Point - June 9, 2024

o Dawes County 4-H Progress Show - Chadron - June 15, 2024

e Cream of the Crop Dairy Show - West Point - June 15, 2024

o 4-H Beef Progress Show — Ogallala — June 15, 2024

o Red Willow County Progress Show - McCook - June 16, 2024

Livestock Clinics & Judging Contests:

« Great Plains Livestock Judging Circuit — visit https://4h.unl.edu/great-plains-livestock-

judging-circuit
Horse:

o 8th Annual Tack Swap - Central City - April 13, 2024
e 4-H Horse Camp at Fort Robinson State Park - Crawford - June 6-8, 2024

o Silver Spurs 4-H Horse Show - Imperial - June 29, 2024

o Equine Webinar Series is a great way for 4-H leaders, parents, and senior aged youth to
gain knowledge in various equine-related topic areas. Each month, a new topic will be
covered with various experts joining to share their experience and expertise.

o State 4-H Horse Expo will be held July 13-17, 2024, at the Fonner Park in Grand Island.
The Expo includes the state horse show, hippology contest, and horse judging contest as

well as additional activities.
Small Animals:

e 4-H Small Animal Progress Show - Holdridge - June 1, 2024

4-H Companion Animal Opportunities

L, Companion animals are diverse groups of animals that include dogs,
cats, rabbits, guinea pigs, hamsters, companion birds, reptiles,
amphibians, fish, and many more! The Nebraska 4-H companion animal

programs offer opportunities for youth to develop life skills and obtain knowledge of companion
animals. The focus of the Nebraska 4-H companion animal programs is the total development of
the young person. Companion animals contests, shows, and related activities are utilized as a
vehicle for human growth and development. Visit: https://4h.unl.edu/companion-animal

4-H Recognition

It's time to get started on those Diamond Clover
plans! This program rewards youth for engaging
in a variety of age-appropriate experiences, trying
new things, setting goals, and keeping records.
Learn more and find annual planning forms at
4h.unl.edu/diamond-clover.

The Nebraska 4-H Gives Back Program is an
opportunity for a Nebraska 4-H member or a
team of 4-H’ers to make a meaningful
contribution to their community. This award
recognizes the impact that 4-H youth make in
their communities and celebrates the spirit of
service-learning, a pillar of the 4-H experience.
More information available at
https://4h.unl.edu/ne4h-gives-back.

10
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Bee Hotel Virtual Workshop 2024

Ages 8+

Cost: 515

Date: Thursday, June 13, 2024

Time: 10:00 AM to Noon

Location: Live via Zoom

Registration Deadline: Friday, May 24, 2024
Registration Link: https://go.unl.edu/4hbeehotel2024

Get out your hammer and power drill! Construct a habitat for bees
by building a structure and then drilling holes in wood blocks for
the bee habitat. You will also learn why bees are important to the
environment.

Kit will include:
e Pre-cut wood for bee hotel
e Woad for nesting blocks
e Nails
e Two University publications on bee hotels

Kits can be picked up from your local extension office starting Monday, June 3, 2024.

Not included in the kit but needed for the workshop are:
e Hammer
e Drill and drill bits
e Safety glasses

HURSE LLINIES =

LED BY TERRI ROSE ¢ ”"“N

Clinics will cover U _ ’
SHOW & SPEED EVENTS

* Age requirement: Must be 8 on January 1, 2024, to
participate with your horse

¢ Youth who wish to participate WITHOUT bringing a horse
are welcome to come and listen, no cost or limit

¢ Rain date will be announced if needed

Dates: Friday, June 21st & Friday, July 12th

Time: 8:00 AM -Noon (Both days)

Location: Qutdoor Arena, Fairgrounds in Bloomfield (both
days)

Class limit: 15 youth with horse

Cost: 1time charge of $5 for participants with horse, youth
are NOT required to attend both days.

Please Register by June 19

To register, please call the

4-H Leather
Workshop

July 11, 2024
4-H Static Building
Knox County Fairgrounds
Bloomfield, NE
1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Limit of 12 participants

Additional information will be
available in the May 4-H
Newsletter.

Knox County Extension Office at wessy o
(402)- 288-5611 Nebm[?nlc%' %
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JUNE 5-7 | LINCOLN, NE

The UNL Livestock Judging Camp is
designed for 4-H and FFA members
looking to improve their livestock
evaluation and oral reason skills.
Activities will focus on proper
evaluation with an emphasis on
reasons format, terminology,

and presentation.

Q:00am - 3:30pm CT
NCTA Campus in Curtis, NE
Ag Education Center

Registration is $300 per person
and includes all meals, lodging,
and materials. The registration

deadline is Monday, May 20.

Registration link:

https://cvent.me/mNXrmy.

Questions? Contact \’—J
The University of Nebraska does not discriminate based upon any protected status. Maddie Schroeder at M

Please see go.unl.edu/nondiscrimination. mschroeder30@huskers.unl.edu
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2024 NATIONAL VOLUNTEER WEEK

KEEPING THE 4-H EXPERIENCE FRESH
Monday, April 22

SUPPORTING YOUTH WITH SPECIAL NEEDS
Tuesday, April 23

LEADING A 4-H CLUB WITH YOUNGER MEMBERS
Wednesday, April 24
AGES & STAGES OF YOUTH DEVELOPMENT -

WHAT 4-H VOLUNTEERS NEED TO KNOW
Thursday, April 25

4H.UNL.EDU/VOLUNTEER-LUNCH-LEARN




	Nebraska State Fair 4-H Culinary Challenge!

