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Important Updates in this Issue: 
 
• 4-H/FFA Swine Weigh-in for Rate of Gain 
• YQCA Face-to-Face Dates Set 
• Horse News! 
• Week of the Volunteer 
• Clover Kid Camp 
• Fabric Arts Workshop 
• Project Day 2023 
• Fairy Garden Workshops 
• Horse Clinic 
• Charcuterie Board Class 
• Macrame Workshop 
• Knox County 4-H Shooting Sports Program 
• 2023 Knox County Fairbook & State Fairbook 
• Trophy & Award Sponsors Needed 
• Big Red Camps 
• Nebraska Tractor & Equipment Safety Certification 
• 2023 Online Horticulture Judging Contest 
  

Important Dates: 
 
Apr 16-22  National Volunteer Week 
Apr 17  Public Speaking & Presentation Contests 
Apr 24    4-H Council Meeting - Center 
Apr 29    4-H/FFA Swine Weigh Day for  

   Rate-of-Gain 
May 23   YQCA Training – Wausa 
May 29   Office Closed – Memorial Day 
May 30   YQCA Training – Center 
June 1   State 4-H Horse Entries Due 
June 2     Horse Workshop - Bloomfield 
June 8   Clover Kid Camp 
June 9   Fabric Arts Workshop 
June 14   4-H Project Day 
15 Deadline for 4-H Enrollments & 

Membership Dues 
15 All Animal ID Forms DUE 
15 State Fair Animal Nominations DUE 
15     YQCA Training – Niobrara 
TBA Foods Workshop  
20 Fairy Garden Workshop 
21-22 Premier Animal Science Event- Lincoln 
23 Premier Communication Event, Lincoln 
26 4-H Council Meeting – Center 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nebraska Extension is a Division of the Institute of Agriculture and Natural Resources at the University of Nebraska–  
Lincoln cooperating with the Counties and the United Sates Department of Agriculture.  
  
The 4-H Youth Development program abides with the nondiscrimination policies of the University of Nebraska–  
Lincoln and the United States Department of Agriculture.  
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Knox County Fair Dates 
August 10-13, 2023 

mailto:Knox-County@unl.edu
http://knox.unl.edu/county4h


4-H/FFA Swine Weigh-In for Rate-of-Gain Contest 

Saturday, April 29, 2023 
 
If you are interested in the Swine Rate-of-Gain Contest, your pigs must be 
weighed on Saturday, April 29 at the exhibitor’s home. Another leader/parent 
must witness the weighing and sign the paper. The swine weights must be 

sent or faxed (402-288-5612) to the Extension Office by Tuesday, May 2nd. To be eligible for 
State Fair, market swine must have a DNA and an EID tag. Please check the Animal Identification 
Guidelines for the correct ID process. Clover Kids are not eligible to participate in the Rate-of-Gain 
Contest. 
 
 

Nebraska 4-H requires all youth enrolled in 
livestock projects to complete an annual 
quality assurance training through the YQCA 
program. YQCA is a national multi-species 
quality assurance program focused on three 

core pillars: food safety, animal well-being, and character development. 4-H members who exhibit beef 
animals, dairy cattle, dairy goat, meat goat, poultry, rabbit, sheep, and swine must have the YQCA 
certification completed before fair. 4-H members who exhibit at the Nebraska State Fair will need to have 
their YQCA training requirements met by the date of entry for those respective shows.  
 
The annual training may be completed by one of the following: 
● Face-to-Face Training with a Certified Instructor:  
4-H’ers will need to register at https://yqcaprogram.org/ and pay the $3 fee prior to the training. Each 
participant MUST complete a pre-test and a post-test. 
 

Knox County Face-to-Face trainings: 
• May 23, 2023 in Wausa – 5:00 p.m. 
• May 30, 2023 in Center – 1:00 p.m. 
• June 15, 2023 in Niobrara – 10:00 a.m. 

 
● Online Course: Visit the YQCA login page to begin. The cost of the online course is $12.00 each. See 
instructions at https://4h.unl.edu/yqca to register. Please visit 
https://yqcaprogram.org/local/youth_parents.php  for more information.  
● Online Test Out: This option is only available to youth in the first year of Intermediate (age12) and Senior 
(age 15) age levels. There is no test-out option for Juniors. Costs are: Intermediate - $36 ($12 x 3 years 
of certification) and Senior - $48 ($12 x 4 years of certification). If you pass, you will not be required to 
complete the annual training requirements for the remainder of your current age level (Intermediates: 12-14; 
and Seniors: 15-18). Each test consists of 50 randomly selected questions and has a pass rate of 80% or 
better for certification. More information on the Online Test-Out option is available at https://4h.unl.edu/yqca. 

  FSA Rural Youth Loans 
 
The Farm Service Agency (FSA) makes loans to individual young persons, between the ages of 10 
and 20 years, to start and operate income-producing projects of modest size in connection with their 
participation in 4-H or FFA. The project being financed with a FSA Youth Loan needs to provide an 
opportunity for the young person to acquire experience and education in agriculture-related skills.   
 
Contact the FSA Office in Bloomfield at 373-4914 for more information or check out 
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/farm-loan-programs/youth-loans/index   
 

https://yqcaprogram.org/
https://4h.unl.edu/yqca
https://yqcaprogram.org/local/youth_parents.php
https://4h.unl.edu/yqca
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/farm-loan-programs/youth-loans/index


 
 
 

 

 

 

Horse News! 

New 4-H Horse Show and Judging Guide 
The printed 2023 4-H Horse Show and Judging Guidebook is now available 
for purchase on UNL Marketplace!  
Buy yours today! 
https://marketplace.unl.edu/.../animalscience/4h373.html 

 

4-H Horse Program Changes at the State Level 
Beginning in 2023, participation in a District 4-H Horse Show will not be required 

to participate in the State 4-H Horse Show. 

4-H State Horse Show is July 15-19, 2023, at Fonner Park in Grand Island, NE 

Online entry (https://4h.unl.edu/horse-expo) deadline is June 1, 2023. Horse ID forms (for State Horse 
Show) and Advancement Level deadline is also June 1, 2023.  

Horse Clinic 

Show Events & Speed Events 
Friday, June 2, 2023 

Bloomfield Fairgrounds 
See flier in this newsletter 

 

4-H Horse Judging Contest 
 

May 24, 2023 
Pitzer Ranch in Ericson, Ne 

8:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
Cost: $5.00 

Contact the office for details. 

Come Learn with Carla Clinics 

Learn with experienced clinician and judge Carla Wenburg! 
Youth will have the opportunity to work on horsemanship 
and training maneuvers with Carla in separate sessions 
with other riders. This would be a great time to practice 

prior to the Fonner Park State 4-H Horse Expo! 

Friday, June 2 – Central City, Nebraska 
Saturday, June 3 – Lincoln, Nebraska 

Sunday, June 4 – Albion, NE 
Registration and Fees due May 5th.  

Register at https://go.unl.edu/carlaclinics  

Premises Identification Reminder 
 

Exhibitors of 4-H and FFA market animals 
(beef, swine, sheep, and goat) must have a 

Premises Identification Number to show at the 
Nebraska State Fair. If an exhibitor does not 
have a number, you need to obtain it through 
the Nebraska Department of Agriculture. Visit 
https://nda.nebraska.gov/adt/premises.html 

 
 

AKSARBEN STOCK SHOW 
 

Youth 9-19 years of age are eligible for the 
competition with no prerequisite of youth 
organization affiliation. 4-H animals nominated 
for State Fair are eligible for Aksarben. Visit 
https://www.aksarbenstockshow.com/  for more 
information. 2023 dates are September 21-24.  
 
 

https://marketplace.unl.edu/ne4h/curriculum/animalscience/4h373.html?fbclid=IwAR13Q1KruWIUfQuzuRAqFHMn-Ccz-YDMzbzY_ikLXIpIeedafO-595nHuN8
https://4h.unl.edu/horse-expo
https://go.unl.edu/carlaclinics
https://nda.nebraska.gov/adt/premises.html
https://www.aksarbenstockshow.com/


Volunteer Screening – All new Knox County volunteers who work directly with youth are 
required to complete the volunteer screening every five years. Our program does not allow us 

to accept you as a leader until you complete the volunteer screening process. You can complete the 
screening process when you enroll in 4-H Online as a volunteer or you can click directly on this link: 
https://ecmp.nebraska.gov/DHHS-CR/CheckRequest/BeginOrgCheck/81102416.   
There is now a $5.00 per person fee that will be paid online during the screening process. The  
4-H Council has agreed to reimburse any volunteer for the $5.00 fee. If you wish to receive reimbursement 
or have any questions, contact the extension office.  

 

 

https://ecmp.nebraska.gov/DHHS-CR/CheckRequest/BeginOrgCheck/81102416


 

  



 

  



 

  



 

  



 

 

Register by June 1st  

Friday, June 2, 2023 
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2023 4-H Knox County 

    Photography Theme 
 
Water 

Open to 4-H members enrolled in any 
level of Photography. 

2023 Knox County Challenge  
“Lego Creation” and/or “Make Your Own 

Diorama.” 
 
Use your imagination and exhibit a “Lego 
Creation” and/or “Make Your Own Diorama.” 
No project enrollment is required. Check out 
Pinterest for ideas. Open to Clover Kids also.  
Lego Creation Exhibit – F510902 
Make Your Own Diorama Exhibit – F510903 

To stay up to date with 4-H Events, 
follow us on Facebook at  

 
https://www.facebook.com/KnoxCountyNebraskaExtension 

https://www.facebook.com/KnoxCountyNebraskaExtension


 

 
Knox County 4-H Shooting Sports 

Program 
 
The Shooting Sports projects and programs offer opportunities 
for youth to learn safe gun handling skills and sound 
fundamentals of shooting under the guidance of caring and 
knowledgeable adult volunteers. Knox County has certified 
leaders for the following projects: Archery; Air Rifle, Air Pistol, and BB Gun; Smallbore Rifle and Pistol (.22 
caliber); and Shotgun.  
Youth must be enrolled with the Nebraska Extension 4-H Office in Knox County before participating 
in the Shooting Sports Projects and Contests.  
 
Knox County 4-H Shooting Sports Contests:  
• .22 Pistol Contest – Saturday, August 5, Knox County Fairgrounds 
• .22 Rifle & Shotgun Contests – Saturday, August 5, Knox County Fairgrounds 
• Archery Contest – Sunday, August 6, Knox County Fairgrounds 
• BB Gun, Air Rifle & Air Pistol Contests – Wednesday, August 9, Knox County Fairgrounds 

 
 

Archery Practice Dates 
Practices will be held every Monday night in June and July.  A parent, grandparent and or guardian 
needs to be present with shooters under the age of 16.   All practices start at 7:00 p.m. and will be 
held at the Bloomfield Airport. All shooters must attend at least 2 practices each year to participate in the 
official contest. If you have questions about the Archery Practices, contact Kevin Millikan at 402-640-3322 
or Becky Millikan at 402-640-4643.  
 

 
BB Gun, Air Rifle & Air Pistol Practice Dates 

Practices will be held on June 19 and 26 and July 10, 17, 24, and 31. There will not be a practice on  
July 3rd. Practices will start at 7:00 pm and will be held at the Bloomfield Airport, 54240 880 Rd. All shooters 
must attend at least 2 practices each year to participate in the official contest.  
 

.22 Rifle, .22 Pistol and Shotgun 
Practice Dates 

Practices will be held every Thursday night in June and July. All Shotgun practices will start at 6:00 pm. All 
.22 Pistol & .22 Rifle practices will start at 6:30 pm. Both will be held at the Knox County Fairgrounds in 
Bloomfield. All practices will end at 8:30 pm, NO EXCEPTIONS. All shooters must attend at least 2 
practices each year to participate in the official contest. If there is any question about the weather on a 
given night, visit the Knox County Shooting Sports Group on Facebook 
(https://www.facebook.com/groups/211566702207387/) for updates. 
 

 
Nebraska 4-H Shooting Sports Instructor Workshop 

October 28-29, 2023 – 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
Buffalo County Extension Office 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/211566702207387/


 

 
NEW Premier Communication Event 

 
The Nebraska 4-H Premier Communication Event will be held in Lincoln on June 23. It will feature 
a variety of state-level contests, including prepared speech, impromptu speech, illustrated 
presentation, radio public service announcement, and video communication. Youth will have 
chances to explore UNL East Campus, participate in learning sessions and tours, and have fun 
with friends! 
 
To participate in Impromptu Speech and Video Communication at the Premier 
Communication Event, call the office by May 1st to register. There are no county qualifying 
requirements for these 2 events. 

 
2023 Knox County Fairbook 

 
The 2023 Knox County Fairbook is now available. There is one copy available per 
family. It can also be found at https://extension.unl.edu/statewide/knox/fair-
bookpage/.  
 
 

State Fair Book 
The State Fair Book is available at https://4h.unl.edu/state-fair. 

 
 

4-H MANUALS/RESOURCES 
A limited supply of 4-H project manuals or resources is available in the Extension Office. Project 
manuals/resources that are available for each project are listed in the 2023 4-H Pick-Your-Project, 
an online project selection guide used to explore over 150 Nebraska 4-H projects and resources, 
and their related educational programs and opportunities available at  
https://4hcurriculum.unl.edu/index.php/main/index.  4-H manuals/resources can be ordered at: 
• 4-H Youth Development UNL Marketplace https://marketplace.unl.edu/ne4h/curriculum  
• 4-H Mall https://shop4-h.org/collections/curriculum  
 

 
Trophy & Award Sponsors Needed 

 

The following trophies/awards will be added this year if sponsored.  If you know of a business or if your 4-H 
club would like to sponsor, please contact the office. 

4-H Champion Novice Ranch Pleasure ($12) 
4-H Champion Senior Break Away Roping ($11) 
4-H Champion Junior Break Away Roping ($11) 
4-H Champion Senior Team Roping ($11) 
4-H Champion Junior Team Roping ($11) 
4-H Champion Novice Team Roping ($11) 
4-H Champion Senior Goat Tying ($11) 
4-H Champion Junior Goat Tying ($11) 
4-H Champion Novice Goat Tying ($11) 
4-H Champion Advanced Companion Goat ($13) 
4-H Reserve Champion Advanced Companion Goat ($12) 
 
 

https://extension.unl.edu/statewide/knox/fair-bookpage/
https://extension.unl.edu/statewide/knox/fair-bookpage/
https://4h.unl.edu/state-fair
https://4hcurriculum.unl.edu/index.php/main/index
https://marketplace.unl.edu/ne4h/curriculum
https://shop4-h.org/collections/curriculum


 

 
 

 
4-H CAMP INFORMATION 

• Adventure Together 4-H Camp at Chadron! - June 5 to June 9 (Open to 8-14 year olds)  
• Adventure Together 4-H Camp at Cozad! - June 16 to June 20 (Open to 8-14 year olds)  
• Adventure Together 4-H Camp at Ashland! - June 26 to June 29 (Open to 10-14 year olds)  
• Adventure Together 4-H Camp at Burwell! - July 16 to July 20 (Open to 8-14 year olds)  
• Adventure Together 4-H Camp at Louisville! - July 27 to July 30 (Open to 10-14 year olds)  

 
Registration for Nebraska 4-H Camps is open at https://4h.unl.edu/camps-summer   
Check out the 4- and 5-day overnight camp offerings at locations around Nebraska. All overnight camps 
are open to youth ages 8-14. There are openings for summer staff including Program Staff (ages 18+), 
Program Assistants (ages 16-18) and Junior Counselors (ages 14-18). For more information, go to: 
https://4h.unl.edu/camps-centers/summer-jobs. 

https://4h.unl.edu/camps-summer
https://4h.unl.edu/camps-centers/summer-jobs


 

Upcoming Events 
 
April 15  Saunders County Beef Progress Show, Wahoo 
April 22  Loup River Preview Sho, St. Paul 
April 29  Seward Calf Classic, Seward 
April 29  4-H Youth Trail Clinic, Merrick Co. Fairgrounds 
April 30  4-H Youth Barrel & Pole Clinic, Merrick Co. Fairgrounds 
May 20  Cattle Battle Lakeview FFA, Columbus 
May 24  4-H Horse Judging Contest at Pitzer Ranch, Ericson 
May 25  Colfax & Platte County Livestock Judging Contest, Leigh 
May 25  Animal Science Discover Day, Curtis 
June 2  Butler County 4-H Livestock Judging Contest, David City 
June 8-10 4-H Horse Camp  at Fort Robinson State Park, Crawford 
  



 

 

 
 

 
 

2023 Online Horticulture Judging Contest 
 
Do you know what it takes to pick the best fruit and vegetables out at the grocery store? Or do 
you know what judges are looking for when they judge your plants at the county fair? Have you 
ever wondered, what plant is that!?! We are excited to offer the opportunity to learn these and 
other important horticulture skills through the Online Horticulture Contest. The contest will be 
available June 2-16, 2023 at: https://go.unl.edu/online4hhortcontest. 
 
Horticulture judging contest consists of three parts. The first is identification of plant material. 
Participants identify the plants by common name from a plant list. Specimens may be alive or 
preserved plant parts like stems, twigs, leaves, flowers, seeds, fruits, roots, bulbs, tubers, or 
plant products. 
 
The second is a knowledge portion, usually in the form of a true/false or multiple-choice quiz. 
Questions will test the contestant's knowledge of cultural practices for horticultural crops, plant 
science, pesticides, horticultural careers and other topics related to the production, processing 
and consumption of horticultural crops. 
 
The last portion is judging or placings. This is where four different 
plants, plates of vegetables, or containers flowers are ranked from 
best to worst based on a set of criteria. Classes are judged on the 
basis of condition, quality, uniformity, true-to-type, and size. 
 
More information about the Nebraska State contest along with a list of 
study materials can be found in the 
Fairbook https://4hfairbook.unl.edu/fairbookview.php/contests/45. 
Here you can find the written study materials for the knowledge 
portion, follow links to plant pictures for help with identification, and 
read how judging of plant material is done. 
More details at: https://4h.unl.edu/online-horticulture-judging-contest 
  

Registration is now open for the 2023 4-H Youth 
Leadership Conference! High school students, 
ages 14-18, are invited to Camp Comeca in Cozad 
from June 19-21 to gain real-world leadership 
skills. The experience is open to all youth, not just 
4-H members! Register by June 4 to claim your 
spot. Visit 4h.unl.edu/leadershipconference 
to get started. 

https://go.unl.edu/online4hhortcontest
https://4hfairbook.unl.edu/fairbookview.php/contests/45
https://4h.unl.edu/online-horticulture-judging-contest
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