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It’s time to enroll in 4-h! 

We are excited to share that the 

NEW 4-H enrollment website is 

up & running!  The website has a 

new look & has been upgraded 

with several new features. Please 

read “Tips for Completing Your  

4-H Enrollment” on page 2 of this 

newsletter before starting this 

process.  *The online payment 

option is not quite ready yet, so if 

you prefer to pay by cc, please 

wait to enroll until you receive an 

email from us! 

Face-to-Face YQCA Training in Hall County! 

Date:  Tuesday, December 28, 2021 

Times (choose 1):  10 am, 2 pm, 6 pm 

Location:  Hall County Extension meeting room 

*YQCA Training is REQUIRED for all youth (4-H age 8-18) planning to show 

beef, swine, sheep, goats, dairy, poultry & rabbits at County and/or State Fair. 

Face to face training costs $3 per youth (compared to $12 for the online course) 

and takes less time than the online training. Youth MUST be enrolled in 4-H 

Online for the upcoming 4-H year BEFORE completing YQCA training.   

Follow these steps: 

1) Enroll in 4-H Online at https://v2.4honline.com (remember to use your 

same login information from last year if you are a returning 4-H member). 

2) Visit https://yqca.learngrow.io/account/login and sign in with the email and 

password you use for 4-H Online. 

3) Find the training session you will attend on the list and register. Be sure you 

select the correct date, location and trainer Doug Anderson. 

4) Pay the $3 fee with a credit card. 

5) Attend the training. 
 

If the above date/times do not work 

for you, there are other opportunities for face-to-face YQCA trainings in nearby 

counties. Call the Extension Office for more information at 308-385-5088. 

http://hall.unl.edu
https://v2.4honline.com
https://yqca.learngrow.io/account/login


Ne 4-h foundation scholarships 

The Nebraska 4-H Foundation supports 4-H in many 

ways, from scholarships and grants to 4-H clubs to offer-

ing programs such as the Nebraska 4-H Ambassador and 

4-H Club of the Month programs.  
 

The Nebraska 4-H Foundation provides 4-H members 

the opportunity to apply for scholarships. All scholar-

ship applications must be submitted via the Annual 

Achievement Application and are due January 15, 

2022. For guidelines and more information, go to the 

Nebraska 4-H Foundation website: 

www.ne4hfoundation.org/scholarships. 

scholarships 

Join Sew Crazy 4-H Sewing Club! 

Who: Any youth interested in sewing, ages 5-18. 

When: Saturday - December 11, 2021 

What Time: 1:00-4:00 pm 

Where: Hall Co. Extension meeting room 

December Project: Stockings  
 

*Bring your sewing machine, tools & materials, as well 

as a parent or other adult to help.  

**Materials needed:  1/2 yard fabric for outside of 

stocking and 1/2 yard for inside stocking. If you have 

trims that you want to use, bring them but different 

trims will be available for you to use.) 
 

PLEASE contact Annette or Barb if you plan to attend, or 

if you have questions. A list of supplies needed will be 

sent via email before the meeting. 
 

Annette Schimmer and Barb Hovie 

Annette 308-379-7191 | netterz95@gmail.com 

Barb 308-379-5208 | barbarahovie@gmail.com 

Hall county 4-h council scholarships 

The Hall County 4-H Council is sponsoring scholarships 

valued at $500 each! The scholarships are available to 

current Hall County 4-H members who are graduating 

seniors this year. Applications are due March 1st to the 

Hall County Extension Office at 3180 W Hwy 34, Grand 

Island, NE 68801 or cbeissenherz2@unl.edu. The appli-

cation can be found at hall.unl.edu/4-h-member-

resources/ or picked up at the Extension Office. 

    Tips for Completing 
    Your 4-H Enrollment 

✓ Nebraska 4-H has transitioned to 4-H Online 2.0. To 

enroll, visit: https://v2.4honline.com/. For returning 

families, please do not create a new account; use 

your log-in credentials for 4-H Online used in previ-

ous years. Instructions can be found here: 

https://4h.unl.edu/enroll/returning-member. Enroll-

ment instructions for new families can be found here: 

https://4h.unl.edu/enroll/returning-member.  

✓ Families may enroll in Hall County 4-H at any time 

throughout the year. However, in order to be eligible 

to participate in the Hall County Fair (or any pre-fair 

activities), enrollment must be completed by June 15 

(or before the pre-fair activity in which you plan to 

participate). 

✓ Please review ALL data listed in your 4-H Online pro-

file and edit any outdated information. Information 

such as phone number, address, etc. is very im-

portant and should be kept up to date. 

✓ The health information is optional, however we high-

ly recommend completing the health form. 

✓ Club Enrollment - You may enroll in more than one 

club, however please enroll only in clubs where you 

intend on being an active member. Contact the club 

leader to verify that they are taking new members & 

to find out dates & location of meetings. 

✓ Projects - Add all the projects the 4-H member is con-

sidering for County Fair. You may continue to add or 

change projects in 4-H Online until June 15 of the cur-

rent year. Remember, if you are not enrolled in the 

project, you may not receive special notices about 

that project. For help selecting 4-H projects visit “Pick 

Your Project” at http://4hcurriculum.unl.edu or call 

the Extension office. 

✓ On the invoice and payment page, be sure to add 

your credit card information if that is your preferred 

method of payment (we are unable to process CC 

payments at the Extension office). *As of 12-3-21, the 

online payment option is not quite ready yet, so if 

you prefer to pay by cc, please wait to enroll until 

you receive an email from us! 

✓ As always, call the Extension office if you have any 

questions (308) 385-5088. We are happy to help! 

http://www.ne4hfoundation.org/scholarships
mailto:netterz95@gmail.com
mailto:barbarahovie@gmail.com
mailto:cbeissenherz2@unl.edu
mailto:mvlieger2@unl.edu
https://hall.unl.edu/4-h-member-resources/
https://hall.unl.edu/4-h-member-resources/
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/v2.4honline.com/__;!!PvXuogZ4sRB2p-tU!WArvhXwI_5g_pkUkvY7VTmYmor0B1jMm_q73M9cJf_sg0UYct0w4AeyOn-TiuSfi3KsocQ$
https://4h.unl.edu/enroll/returning-member
https://4h.unl.edu/enroll/returning-member
http://4hcurriculum.unl.edu/


Shooting sports 2022 Special Garden Project 
Rubenza cosmos  

The Special Gardening 

Project lets 4-H members 

try their hand at growing 

unusual flowers and vege-

tables. The project allows 

experienced 4-H garden-

ers to grow something 

fun, new, and different 

while letting those new to 

gardening get their feet 

wet in this project area. 

This project is open to all youth of 4-H age, and it will 

give them the opportunity to learn about growing, har-

vesting and exhibiting this unique flower. 

 

The focus of the 2022 project is the Rubenza Cosmos. 

The flowers of the Rubenza are unique, the petals 

change color as they age. Pollinators and beneficial in-

sects are attracted to the blooms all summer long. 

These cosmos make great cut flowers. Be sure to enjoy 

a bouquet of Rubenza indoors.  
 

Interested 4-H’ers must complete the following steps:  

1) Complete the following form to order packets of 

seeds: https://go.unl.edu/hallcosgporder  

2) Enroll in the 2022 Special Garden Project through   

4-H Online: https://v2.4honline.com 
 

4-H members enrolled in the project will: 

✓ Receive a ‘packet’ of Rubenza Cosmos (one packet 

per youth) in March/April 

✓ Receive a newsletter about: 

• Planting & growing cosmos 

• Cosmos problems & insects 

• Harvesting & using cosmos 

✓ Be able to exhibit this unique flower at County and 

State Fair 

• State Fair Special Garden Project Education-

al Exhibit Class G-775-001 

• State Fair Special Garden Project Fresh Cut 

Flowers or Harvested Vegetables G-775-002  

• Other fun county only ways to exhibit this 

unique flower like a story, poem, or poster. 

✓ Complete an evaluation about their growing experi-

ence: https://go.unl.edu/2022cosmoeval  
 

Questions? Contact Elizabeth Exstrom at 

elizabeth.exstrom@unl.edu or 308-385-5088. 

*Photo courtesy of Johnny’s 

Select Seeds 

Order 

Seeds by 

Feb. 1! 

Nebraska 4-H Shooting Sports 
Leader Certification Workshops 

Volunteers have the opportunity to become certified as 

an adult (21 years and older) or apprentice (14-20 years 

old) leader in various disciplines. There is a minimum 

number of participants required to offer these work-

shops. Workshop participants will learn under expert 

instruction from members of the Nebraska State 4-H 

Shooting Sports Training Team.  
 

The registration fee is $110.00 per person for initial cer-

tification and those individuals adding an additional dis-

cipline except for Apprentice Instructors. The registra-

tion fee for Apprentice Instructors is $90. This fee in-

cludes meals, supplies and program materials. Partici-

pants must make their own lodging arrangements.  
 

Upcoming Leader Certification Workshops: 

• February 5-6 at the Nebraska Game & Parks Outdoor 

Education Center in Lincoln. Disciplines offered: Rifle, 

Pistol, Coordinator & Archery. Early bird registrations 

due by January 26. 
 

More details at: https://4h.unl.edu/shooting-sports. 

4-H Shooting Sports Leader update sessions 

These Update Sessions are for adult or apprentice 4-H 

volunteer instructors who have previously attended a  

4-H instructor training workshop in 2014 or prior years. 

These are an update for existing instructors, NOT a train-

ing for new instructors. You MUST be a currently en-

rolled Nebraska 4-H Shooting Sports volunteer leader in 

your county. There is a minimum number of participants 

needed to offer these disciplines at the session. Partici-

pants will learn under expert instruction from members 

of the NE State 4-H Shooting Sports Training Team. 
 

Early bird registration fee is $25; fee includes program 

materials. It does not include lodging or meals.  
 

Upcoming Leader Update Sessions: 

• February 4th, 6:30-9:30 pm at the Nebraska Game & 

Parks Outdoor Education Center in Lincoln. Disci-

plines offered: Rifle, Pistol & Archery. Early bird regis-

trations are due by January 26. 
 

More details at: https://4h.unl.edu/shooting-sports. 

https://go.unl.edu/hallcosgporder
https://v2.4honline.com
https://go.unl.edu/2022cosmoeval
mailto:elizabeth.exstrom@unl.edu
https://4h.unl.edu/shooting-sports
https://4h.unl.edu/shooting-sports


 

 

 

 

Please refer to the Shooting Sports Calendar for 

all upcoming Nebraska 4-H shooting sports dates: 

https://4h.unl.edu/shooting-sports/calendar   

LIVESTOCK 
Livestock Calendar: 

January 8 - Market Beef weigh-in, 8-11 am at Platte Val-

ley Vet Clinic in Alda. (Snow date - Jan. 15) 

May 23 - Sheep & Goat weigh-in, 5:30-7:30 pm at Fon-

ner Park. 

HORSE 
Horse Calendar:  

February 7 - Horse advisory meeting, 6 pm at the Exten-

sion office. 

May 2 - Horse advisory meeting, 6 pm at the Extension 

office. 

IMPORTANT REMINDERS: 

• If you were to receive an award or membership pin, 

but were unable to attend the 4-H Achievement Event, 

please pick them up at the Extension office ASAP! 

• If you have not finished your Fair/Award thank you’s, 

now would be a great time to thank those sponsors! 

• Please cash your checks ASAP! 

• If your family has a change of address, phone number 

or new email address, please let the Extension office 

know. We don’t want you to miss any important infor-

mation or deadlines! 

Leadership opportunities 
Hall County 4-H is looking for someone to fill the roles of 

Poultry Superintendent and Goat Superintendent. The 

superintendents take the reins at the show, help answer 

questions, and are encouraged to attend meetings, if 

applicable. If you know someone who would be great at 

this role, or are interested in volunteering, contact  

Megan at mknuth3@unl.edu or 308-385-5088. 

Check out Statewide 4-H Events & Opportunities: 

https://4h.unl.edu/statewide-programs 

Market Beef Weigh-In 

The 4-H Market Beef Weigh-In will be held January 8th 

at Platte Valley Vet Clinic in Alda from 8-11 am.  If you 

plan to show market beef at County Fair or State Fair, 

you need to weigh in at this time. In order for market 

beef to be eligible for State Fair, they must have an EID 

tag and DNA must be pulled at weigh-in. There are op-

portunities to weigh calves in surrounding counties; 

however, if you plan on showing animals at the Hall 

County Fair, we prefer that you weigh your animals at 

our weigh-in on the 8th. 

• DNA cost is $7 per animal (paid during the online 

nominations at showstockmgr.com) 

• The cost of the ear tags will be covered by Friends of 

4-H. 
 

Livestock Sale Cards will be available to pick up at the 

Market Beef Weigh-in, and at the office anytime! 

https://4h.unl.edu/shooting-sports/calendar
mailto:mknuth3@unl.edu
https://4h.unl.edu/statewide-programs


The Nebraska 4-H Livestock Information Series is a re-

source for 4-H members, leaders, and parents to gain 

knowledge in various livestock-related topic areas. Each 

session, a new topic is covered with experts joining to 

share their experience and expertise. Extended learning 

opportunities and supporting documents are also availa-

ble for each topic. Visit https://4h.unl.edu/livestock-info-

series for more information. 

Livestock achievement  
program 

We are excited to announce the sec-

ond year of the Nebraska 4-H Live-

stock Achievement Program. This additional opportunity 

for enrolled livestock project youth, is designed to pro-

mote all educational aspects of 4-H livestock projects 

including selection, production, leadership, and exhibi-

tion by recognizing youth striving to improve in their 

livestock project knowledge and leadership.  
 

The program recognizes Members of Excellence across 

all 4-H livestock project areas including: beef, sheep, 

meat goat, swine, dairy cattle, dairy goat, rabbit, and 

poultry. 
 

The program consists of two levels that require 4-H 

members to plan and report a broad range of age-

appropriate and project-related accomplishments. For 

each level, the Livestock Achievement Program provides 

a list of accomplishments from which 4-H members 

choose their goals. Each accomplishment is worth a spe-

cific number of points. Intermediates, ages 10-13, must 

complete 100 points worth of activities to receive the 

distinction of Intermediate Member of Excellence. Sen-

iors, ages 14-18, must complete 150 points worth of ac-

tivities to receive the distinction of Senior Member of 

Excellence. The Plan and Reports, linked on the 

webpage, show examples of the project related accom-

plishments they can choose, or they can identify their 

own with approval of their local educator.  
 

Applications/Sign up are due June 15th through the ap-

plication form link on the website. Plan and Reports, as 

well as Project Records will be due August 10 via the 

completion form on the website. Youth completing the 

achievement program and receiving member of excel-

lence recognition in the various species will be recog-

nized during the Parade of Champions, 4-H weekend at 

the Nebraska State Fair. 
 

For more information or to apply, go to: 4h.unl.edu/

livestock-achievement-program. 

Catch-a-calf program 

Since 1943, the National Western Stock 

Show has awarded nearly 3,000 calves to 

young ag enthusiasts. This long-running program is an 

essential part of NWSS and an excellent opportunity for 

4-H members to learn about practical beef cattle man-

agement by raising a calf to a full-grown steer.  

The program is designed so the youth participants, guid-

ed by their designated Catch-A-Calf sponsor, learn the 

responsibility of caring for their animal and fulfilling the 

requirements of the Catch-A-Calf program. Participants 

will raise the calf to showcase at the Stock Show one 

year later as a market steer.  

4-H youth (ages 14-18) interested in applying for the 

2022-23 program can do so by going to: nationalwest-

ern.com/catch-a-calf-program/.  Applications will close 

December 15, 2021.  

https://4h.unl.edu/livestock-info-series
https://4h.unl.edu/livestock-info-series
https://4h.unl.edu/livestock-achievement-program
https://4h.unl.edu/livestock-achievement-program
https://nationalwestern.com/catch-a-calf-program/
https://nationalwestern.com/catch-a-calf-program/


Congratulations Kaylee powell! 
Nebraska 4-H is excited to announce the members of 

the 2022 4-H Youth Leadership Conference Ambassador 

team.  Hall County 4-H member Kaylee Powell has been 

selected as one of the 2022 Ambassadors! 
 

These youth will help plan and facilitate the 2022 Ne-

braska 4-H Youth Leadership Conference scheduled for 

June 24-26, 2022. The ambassadors will meet monthly 

to plan and prepare for the conference while developing 

their own leadership skills. 

National youth  
summit series 

Registration is now open for 

the National 4-H Youth 

Summit on Healthy Living 

and National 4-H Youth 

Summit on Agri-Science! 

These immersive three-day 

experiences allow youth to dive into the issues, expand 

their career horizons, and grow as leaders alongside oth-

er teens and experts. Learn more at 4-h.org/parents/

national-youth-summits/.  

4-h at home 
Looking for fun, hands-on activities suitable for the win-

ter season? Find the perfect activities to spark curiosity 

for youth all season long at 4-h.org/about/4-h-at-home/

holiday-2021.  

‘tis the season for gratitude 
The winter season is perfect for sharing gratitude. Help 

young people practice gratitude by starting a gratitude 

jar! Have everyone write something they’re grateful for 

on a slip of paper and add it to the jar. Then, have each 

person draw a slip of paper and read the message aloud.  

https://4-h.org/parents/national-youth-summits/
https://4-h.org/parents/national-youth-summits/
https://4-h.org/about/4-h-at-home/holiday-2021
https://4-h.org/about/4-h-at-home/holiday-2021


Connecting During the Holidays 
Written by Brandy VanDeWalle, Extension Educator in Fillmore County 

November 22, 2021 
 

The holidays are often a time filled with joy as many reunite with family or friends not seen on a regular basis. 

Holiday gatherings are time to share special traditions such as favorite recipes, playing games, watching movies 

or just “catching up”. This year might be particularly special since families may have been unable to gather last 

year due to COVID-19. Holiday gatherings help children, youth, and adults create social connections whether 

meeting face to face or virtually. Intentionally building connections can make gatherings with family or friends 

more impactful. 
 

According to an article published on Nebraska Extension’s ruralwellness.unl.edu website, “Research consistent-

ly tells us that taking care of others and maintaining meaningful relationships across generations are important 

for resilience and wellbeing.” (Bulling et al. 2020) Meaningful relationships contribute to a sense of belonging 

and help us feel connected. These connections can be strengthened by sharing family stories and engaging in 

traditions among multiple generations. 
 

With all the hustle and bustle of the holiday season, make sure to create time for meaningful connections with 

friends and family. Dr. Emma Seppala, the science director of the Center for Compassion and Altruism Research 

and Education at Stanford University, points out that people who feel more connected to others have lower 

levels of anxiety and depression. Studies also show connected people have higher self-esteem, greater empa-

thy for others, are more trusting and cooperative.  
 

Here are some fun and creative ways to connect to loved ones this holiday season. 
 

• Playing games together gives an opportunity to bond. Board games and playing cards can be played face to 

face or virtually. If you are not able to physically be together, search online games to play with family mem-

bers. Google “free online games” and many options will appear. Be aware that if you download an app, 

there might be add-ons that cost money and it might take some time to explore what will work for you and 

your family. You can even play card games online at https://playingcards.io/.  

• Do an arts and crafts project. It is a fun way to spend time with people you care about, especially for chil-

dren. Arts and crafts projects develop creativity, create memories, and can be gifts for others.  

• During a holiday meal, have your child host “opening” and “closing” ceremonies. These “opening” and 

“closing” ceremonies could include sharing a poem, pausing for a time of reflection, singing a song, per-

forming a dance or telling a joke.  

• Baking and cooking together is a fun activity. Not only can you make some tasty treats, but the holiday 

goodies can be shared with family, friends, and neighbors. Sharing food with someone can brighten their 

day.   

• Send care packages for family or friends to enjoy. For example, send hot cocoa packets and marshmallows, 

then enjoy hot chocolate while virtually watching a movie together.  

• Practice gratitude by writing down things you are grateful for and sharing with your friends and family. Cre-

ate a gratitude jar where everyone writes down something they are grateful for on a slip of paper then 

have each person take out a slip of paper and read the gratitude message aloud.  

• Create messages of kindness. Make yard signs or paint rocks with kindness messages and set them in spe-

cial places to brighten someone else’s day.  
 

These are just a few suggestions to help you create holiday experiences that help your loved ones connect with 

one another. Making these connections for young people can contribute to their positive well-being and build 

resiliency. More information and resources about youth social-emotional development can be found at 

4h.unl.edu/supporting-young-people-through-change or by contacting your county Nebraska Extension office. 

https://ruralwellness.unl.edu
https://playingcards.io/
https://4h.unl.edu/supporting-young-people-through-change
https://epd.unl.edu/


University of Nebraska-Lincoln 
Hall County Extension 
3180 W Hwy 34 
Grand Island, NE  68801 
                Return service requested 

calendar 

 December 24 - Christmas Day (observed); Extension 

office closed. 

 December 28 - YQCA Training, 10 am, 2 pm & 6 pm. 

 December 31 - New Year’s Day (observed); Exten-

sion office closed. 

 January 8 - Market Beef Weigh-In, 8-11 am at Platte 

Valley Vet Clinic in Alda. 
 

(All events will occur at the Extension office unless otherwise 
noted.) 

SAVE THE DATE! 

HALL COUNTY FAIR 
JULY 20-24, 2022 


