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 Applying Manure Management  
Concepts On-Farm 
By: Leslie Johnson, Animal Manure Management Coordinator 
 
2021 seems to be moving in the right direction. Fairs will likely go on 
with little to no restrictions. Haskell Ag Lab’s Family Field Day will be 
in person on June 30. Maybe best of all (for me anyway), this year’s 
Land Application Recertification sessions, called Applying Manure 
Management Concepts On-Farm, are scheduled to be in-person at 
many locations across the state in June, with one taking place in May 
in Lexington. Manure trainings earlier this year were held virtually, 
but we’re making progress, and that means I’m looking forward to 
seeing everyone in-person for the next crappy event (pun intended). 
 
These 2.5 hour sessions will focus on what fields we should choose to 
best utilize manure nutrients and other benefits. The sessions will be 
highly participant-led and will have limited seating at each session. 
Participants will be given a scenario and asked to determine priority 
ranking of each field within the scenario. This ranking will be done at 
the end of each of the activities focused on manure nutrients,  
transportation cost, soil health, water quality, as well as neighbors 
and odors. Regulations and record keeping pertaining to manure  
storage and application will also be addressed during each session. 
 
Sessions in the Norfolk area include: 

 Concord on June 15 - 1:30-4:00 pm Central 

 Columbus on June 16 – 2:00-4:30 pm Central 

 Columbus on June 16 – 6:00-8:30 pm Central 

 West Point on June 17 – 2:00-4:30 pm Central 

 West Point on June 17 – 6:00-8:30 pm Central 

 Plainview on June 22 - 1:30-4:00 pm Central 

 Concord on June 25 – 9:00-11:30 am Central 
 

Because of participation limits in each session, registration is required. 
If registration numbers exceed expectations, more sessions may be 
added. To ensure your attendance, register at water.unl.edu/lat. Cost 
of the session will be $50 per operation. 
 
The workshops are sponsored by the Nebraska Extension Animal  
Manure Management Team, which is dedicated to helping livestock 
and crop producers better utilize manure resources for agronomic 
and environmental benefits. For additional information on the  
workshops and other resources for managing manure nutrients, visit  
manure.unl.edu or contact me at 402-584-3818 or 
leslie.johnson@unl.edu. 
 
And if you can’t take 2.5 hours of manure information at once, come 
visit me at the Haskell Ag Lab’s Family Field Day on Wednesday, June 
30th. I’ll be glad to answer your burning manure questions there!  

Science with Sarah 

Sarah Roberts, Extension Educator 
 
Are you enjoying the warm  
weather?  Now that temperatures 
are rising each day, it’s the perfect 
time to get outside!  If you need 
some ideas, check out our STEM 
Imagination Guides that are all 
about animal habitats!  Each guide 
focuses on a specific habitat and features a STEM 
experiment along with additional activities to do.  To 
download, visit go.unl.edu/imagination.  In the  
meantime, here’s a sneak peek at the Rainforest 
STEM Experiment. 
  
How Do Leaves Breathe? 

1. Fill a small bowl or cup with water. 

2. Place an active, green leaf into the water and 

submerge.An active leaf is one just pulled from a 
tree or plant. 

3. Find a warm, sunny spot to put your submerged 

leaf.Wait at least an hour (this is the hard part). 

4. Use a magnifying glass to observe the leaf.  

 
Questions to Ask: 

 What do you see happening to the leaf? 

 What do you think would cause bubbles to form? 
(As the leaf breathes, it releases extra oxygen 
bubbles just like we do when we are holding our 
breath under water.) 

 How do animals breathe differently from plants?  

Hybrid Hazelnut Project 
 
On Arbor Day, Hybrid Hazelnuts were planted as 
part of the newly established Hybrid Hazelnut  
research project which is located adjacent to the 
Northeast Arboretum’s fruit orchard at the Haskell 
Ag Lab.   

 

Drought Management Plan for Your 
Cow/Calf Enterprise 
 
Drought conditions seem to happen every year.  The article is written 
by Dr. Rick Rasby, Professor of Animal Science at the University of 
Nebraska–Lincoln. The complete article can be found at:   
https://beef.unl.edu/cattleproduction/managementplan  
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