
Weeds on the Acreage 
 

 Don't under estimate the value of a good weed. They provide a quick and effective cover for vacant land, a 

good food source for wildlife, some beautiful flowers, they give an outlet for hate, they cover compacted areas, 

learning to identify them is an interesting hobby, and it is impossible to kill the last one. If part of your reason for 

being an acreage owner is wildlife and potential for hunting, you may want to culture an enjoyment for weeds in 

combination with grass, shrubs, trees, crop land, and food plots. The combination of open areas, food sources and 

shelter can be a very positive wildlife haven for quail, pheasant, rabbits, squirrels, and deer. 

 Controlling weeds in the lawn is usually quite easy. I feel the first step for many acreage owners is defining 

the limits of the lawn. Do you want five acres of managed grass to care for and mow? If not then define the uses you 

want for each area. Examples might be lawn, garden, grassland, wildlife, pasture, fruit trees, crops, timber, etc. The 

best time to control dandelions in the lawn is late fall. A November treatment of 2,4-D amine with or without lawn 

fertilizer will keep this common weed under control. The last week of April or first week of May use a crabgrass pre-

emergent herbicide with or without fertilizer for annual grass control, and spray other broadleaf weeds like bindweed 

and clover during June, July, and September as needed with 2,4-D amine or possibly a Trimec combination. Keeping 

your mowing height at 2-3 inches is a great help in weed control. 

 Controlling weeds in pasture and grassland areas on the acreage is going to be easier with proper grazing and/

or mowing or these areas. It takes 3-4 acres of grass to feed a horse or cow for a 5-6 month grazing season. If you 

pasture five horses on five acres, you will have no grass, lots of weeds, and thin horses. In these cases you may be 

wiser to use the area as an exercise area in the evenings with light grazing, or drylot the horses and use the grass for 

hay. Again 2,4-D Amine in November will control dandelions and thistles. Summer applications of 2,4-D Amine will 

control invading broadleaf weeds like ironweed, curled dock and hoary vervain. A grazing mowing and fertilization 

plan must be part of your weed control on these areas. It can be helpful to divide the pasture into two or three areas if 

you want to graze the area. If one of these areas could be in warm season native grasses it would help lengthen the 

grazing season. 

 Bromegrass or native grasses maintained for grassland cover needs timely mowing at 4-8 inches mowing 

height to maintain and good cover and fight invading weeds. If you want walking trails through these areas use the 

lawnmower at 3 inches to make walking easier and keep ticks at bay 

 The responsible use of weed control chemicals is not just reserved for the farmers. Where there is one acreage 

owner, there are likely others nearby. The improper use of 2,4-D, banvel (in Trimec) and/or other herbicides and 

insecticides can and will damage the neighbor's grapes, bees, organic garden status, trees, horticultural crops, gardens, 

etc. Some of the worst cases of pesticide misuse I have seen as an Extension Educator have been on acreage sites. 
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