
Trees: Lumber, Posts, Planting New 
 

LUMBER: There is a difference between marketing and selling timber. Anyone can sell timber if price is no 

concern. There always seems to be timber buyers out their willing to purchase at a huge discount to the 

unwary land owner. In some cases they have been willing to just take it from the unaware. Marketing timber 

means selling in a competitive market for the best price. There are two objectives in a good timber sale: To 

receive a fair price; and to harvest in a way to protect younger trees and do minimal damage to the site. 

 The best marketing technique is to identify and mark trees offered for sale. This should include the 

number and species of trees and an estimate of the volume in board feet of each species. A quality estimate 

of the lumber offered is also helpful. Obtain more than one bid for the trees, three is recommended. Reserve 

the right to reject and or all bids. Notify all bidders of the decision in a timely manner. 

 Simple outline, not so simple a task. There are a couple roadblocks which many landowners need 

help to accomplish. Find someone to mark and estimate lumber value and volume. Fortunately the Nebraska 

Forest Service still offers this as a free service. Contact Steve Karloff, Associate Forester at 402-472-3645. 

Steve can also give you a listing of buyers for the area and will list the offering in the Nebraska Timber Talk 

newsletter. Timber is valuable and can be marketed fairly and effectively with a bit of help. 

 

POSTS: The old adage is cut hedge and cedar for posts in the fall when the sap is down. Research backs up 

this claim, but for a different reason. The moisture content of the tree varies very little with the change of 

season. Fall harvest of posts begin to dry in the low humidity and low rainfall winter months. In addition 

insect and fungicide decay agents of wet wood are practically at a standstill in the cold winter months. By 

spring the posts are well along the way to drying in time for spring fence repair. If the post trees are going to 

be killed treating the stump with a proper herbicide is very effective with the winter helping in the kill. 

Treatments should be applied within 15 minutes of cutting the tree. 

 

PLANTING NEW: Now is the time to plan new windbreak plantings. The Lower Big Blue Natural 

Resources District will soon be taking orders for 2010 spring plantings. Call them at 228-3402 or stop in at 

their office at 805 Dorsey Street in Beatrice. They can help design, layout, and give advice on fall land 

preparation. The trees can be hand planted or they can plant them for you for larger plantings. Windbreaks 

help to make rural residences much more livable both winter and summer. Trees buffer the wind, snow, and 

add a welcome location for songbirds, butterflies and wildlife. Winter time heating bills alone will reduce 

heating costs more than $400 per winter. The protection they give to livestock and pets also modifies their 
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