
Seed Supply of Summer Annuals 

 

Spring is right around the corner and with it, hopefully, will be spring rains.  Unless it rains much more than 

average, however, you might need extra summer pasture. 

 

When you combine our currently dry soils with disappointing long term forecasts and the weakened 

condition our pastures are in because of last summer's stress, it's not hard to imagine that come mid-summer 

we may need more pasture this year.  One option for more summer pasture is to plant summer annual forage 

grasses like sorghum-sudangrass and millets. 

 

It seems early to be talking about these summer grasses since we usually don't plant them until late May or 

June.  But if you think you might need to use these grasses to supply forage for your cattle this year, buy 

your seed soon.  The seed of these grasses is grown mostly in Texas, Oklahoma, Kansas, and Colorado.  

Drought during the past couple years greatly reduced production and, as a result, the supply available for 

this summer. 

 

Foxtail millet appears to be in shortest supply; most seed dealers already are sold out.  The same situation 

exists for many varieties of sudangrass, sorghum-sudangrass hybrids, forage sorghums, and pearl millet.  

Seed of most of the other varieties may be gone soon. 

 

The bottom line is this: if you think you might want or need to plant some summer annual forage grasses this 

year after wheat, in regular cropland, or wherever, buy the seed now before it's all gone.  Summer annual 

forage grasses can be a great resource and insurance that you have enough feed for your livestock.  But you 

first need the seed to take advantage of their potential. 
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