
Proud of the University of Nebraska 
 

 I grew up in Southwestern Michigan and earned my bachelors degree from Michigan State University in crop 

and soil sciences. I was partly educated there by some good Nebraska professors like Maury Vitosh, Odell; Milo 

Tesar, Western; and Vernon Meints, Pickrell. A guy by the name of Dale Flowerday lured me to the University of 

Nebraska where I earned a masters degree in agronomy. I have worked for the University of Nebraska ever since and 

am very proud of the University of Nebraska and the teaching, research and extension programs offered for the people 

and the businesses in Nebraska. 

 I think Nebraska is a common man's state. Perhaps in some states you work for the University and have a bit 

of a cubby hole life unfettered by the needs or concerns of the citizens of the state. In Nebraska the people call for the 

University of Nebraska to be engaged in their everyday lives and work. There is not one citizen of Gage County who 

has not been involved in some way directly or indirectly with our engaged University. Recently on a tour of the 

Engineering Institute in Omaha I found connections to four Beatrice industries in experimental design, at the Medical 

Center I met three Gage County families getting treatments of various kinds, and three medical professionals at a 

conference to update their skills. 

 Recently the University of Nebraska has received a lot of criticism and also a lot of support regarding changes 

in programs and fees due to budget shortfalls. This is no different than all government and businesses and individuals 

across the state. Because the University is something that matters to us it receives lots of attention. Let's share some 

Big Red Truths. 

 A University of Nebraska education is still one of America's best values. It is rated in the top group among 

national public universities in the country. I worked hard and had a very conservative lifestyle during my years at 

MSU and UNL. That is still possible today at the University of Nebraska. There are lots of on and off campus jobs, 

good summer internships and jobs throughout the state, and over 6 million dollars in scholarships are awarded each 

year. A total of 65% of freshman students, 50% of transfer students and 25% of all students receive scholarships and 

financial aid equal to or greater than the cost of tuition. It is a little tougher right now for students from lower income 

families. This gathers my attention because I was once one of them. Still with a combination of savings for college, 

work, financial assistance, and loans a college education at the University of Nebraska or jointly at Southeast 

Community College and the University of Nebraska is within the grasp of any capable and willing student in 

Nebraska. 

 I have a lot of pride in my educational background. It has given me a platform to develop a career which is 

exciting, satisfying, dynamic and provides a reasonable living to provide for my family and help my children chose 

educational opportunities including the University of Nebraska, and one a Peru State student, which has been good for 

her also. 
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