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SUMMER FORAGE OPTIONS 

 
            Hay supplies are ample and pastures are in good condition.  Many beef producers still need to look at 
their forage supply and may need to add late summer grazing and or hay harvest for winter feed.  
            Oats and other small grains are not good summer forage options.  They grow best in cool spring and fall 
seasons.  Summer forage options for pasture and hay include pearl millet, sudangrass or sorghum-sudan hybrids 
for fall grazing or hay production.  Growth needs to be 3 feet or more before grazing as a compound called 
prussic acid can be potentially poisonous. Prussic acid is nothing to fear, though, as long as you use a few 
precautions to avoid problems.  Most importantly, do not turn hungry animals into sudangrass or sorghum-
sudan pastures.  . They may eat so rapidly that they could get a quick overdose of prussic acid.  Secondly, since 
the highest concentration of prussic acid is in new shoots, let the grass get a little growth on it before grazing to 
help dilute out the prussic acid. I like to see sudangrass get at least 24 - 36 inches in height before grazing. 
            If you planted pearl millet these grazing precautions aren’t needed because it does not contain prussic 
acid. Pearl millet can be pastured when it reaches 12 to 15 inches tall. 
            Silage options include corn, sorghum silage and sunflowers.  If you choose sorghum silage work with 
the seed dealer to select a hybrid 6-8 feet tall with a very good grain head.  There are two reasons for this 
choice.  The grain quality adds to the quality of the silage.  More important, the maturing grain will get the 
entire plant to silage moisture in September.  The plus ten foot sorghum forages can be a nightmare to get dry 
enough to cut. 
            TEFF is a relatively new summer annual forage grass for our region. Compared to the millets, 
sorghums, and sudan grasses we normally use, teff is much leafier and finer stemmed, and it often contains 
more crude protein and TDN. However, it usually doesn't produce quite as much total tonnage.  Teff can be 
difficult to establish. It has a very tiny seed, much smaller than an alfalfa seed. It must be planted very shallow, 
about one-eighth of an inch deep, or seedlings will not emerge.  I am often asked about foxtail millet.  It can be 
a reasonable choice for good quality grass hay.  The yield can be okay when planting in May.  Planting in June 
or after wheat harvest will get one leaf and head at less than one foot of height. 
            After wheat harvest, planting turnips and oats is a great combination for fall pasture. You might need to 
burn down weeds with glyphosate to conserve soil moisture before planting. With a few timely rains in August 
and September, both oats and turnips produce high quality feed in a short.  The oats provide the good carbon 
source with the energy and protein of the turnips. 
            For more information e-mail Paul C Hay at phay1@unl.edu, call 402-223-1384, or visit the News 
Column University of Nebraska Extension local Website: gage.unl.edu, Twitter:@Cloverhay 
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