
Mob Grazing Under Wet Conditions 
 

Last time I told you a little bit about ultra high stock density grazing, also know as mob grazing. Now I’ll 

share my observations of it when the ground is wet. 

 

I’m fairly new to mob grazing. Last year I tried it for a little over three months. I haven’t advanced to the 

million pounds of animal per acre level yet, but I am pushing half a million pounds. So I move the herd two 

to four times a day. 

 

I learned quickly that it’s easy to move the animals. Cows aren’t dumb. When they’re out of grass and they 

see someone coming, they know they are going to get some fresh pasture and they better come quick or the 

other cows will have it gone before they get there. 

 

This year I started about two weeks ago. Like last year, it rained just a couple days after starting. Quite 

frankly, I don’t like what I see under wet conditions. With ultra high stock density grazing on clay loam 

soils like I have, pasture quickly becomes a muddy mess. Mud gets on what once was good grass and 

animals refuse to eat it. After a couple hours the whole area looks like a mud hole. 

 

The pasture is mostly brome, bluegrass, orchardgrass, alfalfa, and clover. Last year I noticed that badly 

muddied areas recovered much slower than nearby drier spots. Interestingly, alfalfa was the fastest to 

recover. We worry about damage to alfalfa when grazing on soft, wet soil but maybe damage was minimal 

because animals were there only a few hours. I also was surprised that brome seemed to be hurt the most. It 

took over 90 days for brome to look ready to graze again last year, and this year I see that the brome stand is 

thinner in those same areas. 

 

I will watch again this year to see if the response is the same and report to you later in the summer. 
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