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June 2012 

Herbicide Drift  

As I have mentioned repeatedly in my columns and to those who call me for personal questions, 

this year has been weird and, at times, quite a rough year for growing many different types of 

plants. Farmers are struggling to keep their crops alive due to the drought and homeowners are 

working around the clock to keep their lawns green and out of dormancy. The early heat of this 

year combined with the strong winds and huge lack of rain has made it hard for plants to thrive, let 

alone survive. 

 

Not to add insult to injury, but the herbicide damage to plants has been quite drastic this year. 

Herbicide drift can be done through the wind as well as through volatilization. When a herbicide 

volatilizes it is turning from a liquid to a gas to spread to non-target plants. Most of the herbicides 

that homeowners use do not volatilize. 2,4-D amine is a product available to homeowners and it 

does not turn to a gas, or volatilize. 2,4-D Low Volatile products that farmers use can volatilize. 

Homeowners and acreage owners should always use the 2,4-D amine products when applying 

any type of 2,4-D to their lawns and gardens. Trimec is the product to really be cautious with in 

and around your lawns. Trimec contains 2,4-D amine, MCPP, and Dicamba. The Dicamba is quite 

volatile. Do not be use between May 1 and September 1 of the year because the warmer summer 

temperatures lead to volatilization.  

 

When we spray for weeds in our lawns and in our gardens, we need to be sure that it is done on a 

day with low winds or else those small spray particles can move through the air and hit your 

desirable plants. You also want to avoid days that have no wind at all because this can allow the 

spray particles to hang in the air for an extended period of time. A slight breeze is the best wind 

condition for spraying herbicides. You also need to spray for weeds at the time of year that it will 

be most effective, such as spraying for broadleaf weeds in the fall rather than in the spring.  
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This year, with the high winds and the warmer temperatures, we are seeing a lot of damage on 

non-target plants from herbicide drift. According to UNL’s Viticulture program, severe damage 

from herbicide drift has shown up throughout many vineyards across Nebraska which is causing 

extreme crop reduction. I have also personally seen many other trees that are showing damage 

from herbicide drift this year.  

  

The main issue that I am trying to portray to all of you readers, is to just be very careful when you 

are applying pesticides of any kind. Be sure to read and follow all label instructions on any type of 

pesticide that you purchase and use. We need to care for our environment or we may lose our 

plants that we desire while we fight the ones we don’t.  

 

The signs of herbicide damage on your tree include curling, cupping, and vein distortion of the 

leaves on your trees. Certain trees are more susceptible to drift and they include tomatoes, 

redbuds, grapes, and hackberries. Other trees and shrubs can show signs of herbicide drift as 

well, it is just usually less severe and it is from a closer spray location. If you do get herbicide 

damage to your tree or shrub, you cannot fix the damage that is already done. The best thing is to 

wait it out, most of the time the plants will grow out of the damage symptoms.  

 

 


