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September 6, 2011 

Fall Tree Planting  

It's finally Labor Day which seems to be the unofficial end to summer.  The days will start to get cooler and the 

leaves of trees and shrubs will start to turn those beautiful shades of yellow, orange, and red.  Fall is also a good 

time to plant all kinds of different plants. 

 

According to Don Janssen, retired University of Nebraska-Lincoln Extension Educator, fall is a great time to plant 

trees and shrubs.  In some cases it is better to plant in the spring than in the fall.  The weather is cooler and the 

plants will still have plenty of time to become established before the blast of old man winter comes our way.  There 

typically is less water in the soil during the fall than in the spring for a better planting environment. Also, the soil 

temperatures are much warmer in the fall than in the spring which will allow the plants to establish sooner in the 

fall than they would in the spring.  You do not want to wait too long in the fall to plant though, because you want to 

plant early enough that the plant will have time to become fully established before winter hits.  The soil 

temperature should be well above 55 degrees Fahrenheit when you go to plant in the fall, this usually occurs until 

the middle of October each year. 

 

Another thing to keep in mind when you are planting your trees and shrubs this fall is how you are planting them.  

You do not want to plant your plants too deeply or too shallow because either way can kill the tree.  If you had to 

plant either too deep or too shallow, you should probably plant a little bit too shallow.  What's interesting about 

planting trees too deep is that you will probably not see the effects from the improper planting depth until about five 

to ten years after the tree was planted. 

 

The best way to ensure a successful tree or shrub planting is to follow these few steps.  First, you need to take the 

root ball out of the pot or burlap and pull all the excess soil off that is not directly surrounding the roots.  If you 

cannot get much soil off the rootball, rough the sides up with a knife even cutting into the roots a little bit.  After 

that, you should dig a hole that is no deeper than the root mass you now have and twice as wide as that root ball.   

Next, you should rough up the sides of the hole with a rake or a knife to make it easier for the roots of the plant to 

penetrate through the soil as they grow larger.  Do not add any organic matter or other type of soil or fertilizer to 

this hole.  Spread the roots out in the hole and cover them up with the soil that you pulled out of the hole when you 

dug it. 

 

If you follow these steps, it should help to ensure that your tree or shrub will be planted at a successful depth to 

ensure a long and healthy life for that plant.  This will allow you to enjoy this tree or shrub for many years to come. 

 


