
Crop Protection Vital to Economy & Environment 
 

 The use of crop protection products, including herbicides, insecticides, and fungicides, helps Southeast 

Nebraska agriculture to remain a key economic driver. Using the resources of economists and agricultural 

sources within the U.S. government, agronomist Mark Goodwin (Mark Goodwin Consulting Ltd.) authored a 

recent report, titled "The Contribution of Crop Protection Products to the U.S. Economy." The report documents 

the increased crop production and resultant economic spinoffs that stem from the use of crop protection products 

generate $33 billion in wages for more than 1.05 million American workers. These jobs span beyond the farming 

industry to additional sectors, including manufacturing, food services, construction, transportation and more. 

 America is an interesting dichotomy, data from the report finds that while every state received a positive 

economic spin-off from the use of crop protection products, nine states can each count 30,000 or more full-time 

employee equivalents that exist owing to the spin-off benefits of the additional crop produced as a result of crop 

protection product usage. The top four are California, Florida, Minnesota and Washington. The impacts from the 

use of crop protection technologies account for the creation of 256,794 jobs in California, 80,803 in Florida, 

45,437 in Minnesota, and 64,274 in Washington. Total salaries for the incremental jobs at the four states annually 

reach $9.8 billion, $2.0 billion, $1.7 billion and $1.9 billion, respectively. The activists wishing to change 

America are supported in these top agricultural states by the very thing they wish to kill. 

 With more than 90 percent of Gage County corn and soybeans using Roundup Ready, Corn Borer, and/or 

Corn Rootworm protection along with good weed control materials our yields have been very good. An 80 

percent adoption rate for no-till adds yield and saves in Gage County alone 730,000 gallons/year of diesel fuel 

and 292 million pounds/year of carbon stored in the soil versus the air and 146,000 tons/year of soil saved from 

erosion. 

 It is easy for some to say that our crops should all be organic. Frankly trying to match the kind of fuel, 

carbon, and soil savings in an organic system is a near impossibility. I am not speaking against organic. I work 

with organic farmers on a regular basis and there is a need and a niche for them to fill. We just need to recognize 

the importance in our economy of crop protection products. The report also found that crop inputs play a direct 

role in helping to keep food prices low, all the way to the grocery story. Plant science technologies lead to a 48 

percent savings in overall grocery bills for fruits and vegetables for a family of four in the U.S. 

 On one side of the issue the Big Blue River is cleaner than it has been since the 1930's. Yet, we are 

challenged every day on issues to make it even cleaner by improving conservation, reducing minute losses of 

atrazine and other farm chemicals in runoff water, and reducing drift complaints from spray applications. We 

make progress in keeping our economy strong and our environment clean not by adopting a radical “my way or 

the highway attitude” on either side, but by joining together, celebrating our differences and working to make our 

world better. 

Paul C Hay, Extension Educator 
University of Nebraska-Lincoln Extension in Gage County ● 1115 West Scott Street, Beatrice NE 68310 
(402) 223-1384 ● FAX: (402) 223-1370 ● email: phay1@unl.edu 

University of Nebraska-Lincoln Extension educational programs abide with the nondiscrimination policies of the University of Nebraska-Lincoln 

and the United States Department of Agriculture..  Extension is a Division of the Institute of Agriculture and Natural Resources at the University of 

Nebraska-Lincoln cooperating with the Counties and the United States Department of Agriculture. 

mailto:phay1@unl.edu

