
CHECK FOR ARMY CUTWORMS IN ALFALFA 

 

               Don’t be caught by surprise. Army cutworms are showing up in high enough numbers to cause 
damage to alfalfa, especially in western Nebraska so start monitoring your fields today. 

 

               Conditions are right for army cutworms this spring.  Cutworms feed on newly emerging leaves 
near the crown of alfalfa.  This feeding often slows down or delays alfalfa green-up.  Cutworms can be 
difficult to detect unless you are looking closely for them.  So, if your alfalfa seems slow to get started this 
spring, examine fields for cutworms.  Alfalfa can die if enough cutworms are present and they are allowed 
to feed too long. 

               Look for army cutworms near the crowns of your alfalfa plants.  During daylight they often are 
found hiding in the loose soil surrounding the plant, so scratch around a little to find them if you don’t see 
them right away. 

               Count the number of cutworm larvae per square foot in several areas.  The economic threshold for 
spraying is four or more army cutworms per square foot on established alfalfa, but just two larvae are 
needed in fields seeded last year.  Once your alfalfa gets four to six inches tall, spraying is unlikely to be 
beneficial unless you see a lot of active leaf feeding. 

               The best insecticides for controlling army cutworms in alfalfa are synthetic pyrethroids.  These 
include Baythroid, Mustang Max, Proaxis, and Warrior II.  Lorsban also works well.  Before spraying, read 
and follow label directions to safely apply the correct rate. 

               Most alfalfa fields should start greening up soon.  If yours does not, check it for army 
cutworms.  You may need to spray to save it. 
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