
Beware of Toxic Yews 

 

 If you plant or trim evergreens during spring you could end up poisoning your livestock if they get access to the 

plants or the clippings. 

  Early spring is the time of the year when many of us work at sprucing up the yard, trimming bushes, and 

cleaning off the garden. As we do so, often times we take our prunings and clippings and throw them over the fence. 

Intentionally or unintentionally, livestock may get access to these trimmings and consume them. 

  Unfortunately, some of those landscape trimmings can be deadly poisonous. Among the worst culprits are 

plants in the yew family, like Japanese yew, English yew, and western yew. It may take as little as one-half pound of 

yew plant material to kill a thousand pound horse. Cows, sheep, llamas and other livestock also are susceptible. 

  Besides being toxic, yews also tend to be quite palatable - animals like to eat them. So never, ever, plant yews 

or throw their trimmings were livestock might graze. 

  Many other landscape or ornamental plants also can be toxic. Several species of pine and oak, chokecherry, 

oleander, rhododendron, black walnut, and black or yellow locust are known to be dangerous. Even normally safe plant 

tissue like lawn and garden clippings can cause health problems, especially if they have been treated with pesticides. 

  Even though it may seem like it would be a treat to feed your livestock yard, garden, and landscape trimmings, 

resist the temptation. The life you save, may be theirs. 
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