January 2021 Narrative Report
Upcoming Events:

Feb. 1st – Regional 4-H Planning,
Fillmore Co. Extension Board mtg.

Brandy VanDeWalle
Extension Educator, Fillmore & Clay Counties

Feb. 2nd – FCMS Health Fair Planning,
STEM careers collaboration

Crops – Youth & STEM

Feb. 3-4th – Statewide 4-H Conference

Due to COVID-19, I conducted the Innovative Youth Corn
Challenge (IYCC) banquet virtually this year. We only had two
teams (9 youth) who were able to actually complete their plot work;
therefore, they were both awarded the Extra Mile Award due to
dealing with the challenges of the pandemic. An online game
Kahoot was utilized as an icebreaker, followed by Jeff Bradshaw,
Extension Entomologist as a guest speaker. All youth surveyed
(n=5) learned about a new career option they didn’t know about
prior to the program. One hundred percent have an improved
knowledge of financial recordkeeping, crop scouting procedures,
how to set-up on-farm research plots and determine if practices
implemented in the field are profitable. One youth indicated,
“Gathering with my group to look at problems and formulate a
solution...” was the best part of the program, while another said,
“the independence allowed teams to be creative.”
In collaboration with Drs. Keshwani & Ingram, I facilitated the
Garden TOOLS for Corn professional development program for 17
youth development professionals. Follow-up sessions will continue
through April to better understand how to implement using the
microbits in the garden and implement lessons for programming.
I had the opportunity to
teach basic soil science to 37
Fillmore Central third graders
in-person. Through the Soil is
NOT a Dirty Word school
enrichment lesson, youth
explored soil texture and
learned differences in soil
properties.

Feb. 5th – Fanning the Flame, VR Field
Trips mtg.
Feb. 6th – NACEB Annual Conference
Feb. 8th – STEM careers/Science Literacy
mtg.
Feb. 9th – Extension Employee Wellness
mtg., 4-H Diversity mtg.
Feb. 10th – State Fair 4-H Webinar,
Garden TOOLS for Corn follow-up
Feb. 11th - NCEA Professional
Improvement com mtg.
Feb. 12th – Zone 10 Lead Educator Ck-In
Feb. 15th – Clay Co Extension Board
Feb. 16th – STEM careers mtg.
Feb. 17th – NebASKa Scientist Field
Trip, Fanning the Flame
Feb. 18th – Women in Ag Conference
Feb. 19th – NCEA Board mtg, VR Field
Trip mtg.
Feb. 23rd - STEM cares mtg., Extension
Huddle, FCMS Health Fair mtg., Virtual
Field Trip planning
Feb. 25th – Interest Team Collaboration,
Regional YCSC
Feb. 26th Coffee & Convo: Tips for
Productivity, VR Field Trip mtg.
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As co-leader of the STEM-careers team, I have been working to transition our
team to a new program model. Likely our team will be placed under the 4-H Interest
group with STEM and also be able to more active with the IANR Science Literacy team.
4-H Youth Development & Ag Literacy
I was selected by Kathleen Lodl, State 4-H Program Coordinator to participate in a
4-H Educator cohort, Fanning the Flame. Every other month, our group has been
meeting to discuss how our Gallup Strengths can strengthen our ability to lead. In
addition, we have been finding ways for us to ask
better questions.
I had the opportunity to teach ag literacy to
7 Shickley kindergarten students in-person. Farm to
Cart lesson is a game in which youth obtain food
from either the soil (crops), trees (fruit/nuts) or
range (animals). We briefly explore how their food
gets from the farm or ranch to the grocery store
and their plate.
Unit Leader, Professional Development & Cropping Systems
Cow/Calf College was held January 28th at the Clay County Fairgrounds.
Unfortunately, this year I had to co-lead this virtually due to COVID; Clay/Fillmore staff
assisted the 43 people on-site, while another 56 participated online. To-date, 21 people
have viewed the videos on our YouTube channel. Evaluation data is still being analyzed.
As President of the Nebraska Association of Cooperative Extension, I kicked off
the 2021 year with an organizational meeting. With the change to engagement zones,
we have been working to realign our organization with the current extension structure.

News Columns/Blogs
Jan. 1st – New Year’s Resolutions
Jan. 13th – Innovative Youth Corn Challenge
Jan. 20th – Cow/Calf College
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