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Crabgrass is Here for the Summer
Crabgrass is a summer annual grassy weed that takes advantage of thin
areas in our lawns to become established. As a summer annual weed,
crabgrass germinates in the spring and, if not controlled, new plants
continue to germinate throughout the summer. Each plant grows for one
summer, then dies with the first hard frost in the fall.
Crabgrass is difficult to eradicate once it becomes established, so it is
better to prevent this weed from becoming established in the first place.
Crabgrass preemergent herbicides are used to inhibit the growth of young
seedlings, destroying them before they can emerge from the soil. Which is
why many people prefer to use a preemergent herbicide to control the
crabgrass in their lawn. Preemergent herbicides should be applied before
crabgrass has started to germinate, which happens when soil temperature
has reached 55-60 degrees F, measured at 4-inch soil depth, for at least
four days. This is not based on a date range, because soil temperatures
differ from year to year. It is based on the weather conditions for that year.
We have reached that point this year where crabgrass preemergence
herbicides can be applied.

Broadleaf Weeds in the Lawn
Dandelions are showing their bright yellow faces now. Dandelions are
best controlled in the fall. An application of a 2,4-D product in mid-late
September and again in mid-late October helps manage dandelions and
other broadleaf weeds such as Clover and Creeping Charlie. They can
be sprayed now, but the control rate is much lower than it is in the fall.
Be careful using herbicides when the temperatures begin to warm up.
Our chemicals can be turned into a gas to move to non-target plants
once the temperatures start to rise to 85 degrees F. Also, remember to
read and follow the label when using pesticides. Now that the henbit
has flowered, there is no need to control that with a herbicide. It will die
soon on its own.

GARDENING CALENDAR
• May 1-15: Apply Crabgrass Control
• May 12: Plant summer crops and annual flower plants
• Mid-late May: Prune spring blooming shrubs after they have finished
blooming for the year
• May 28: Apply 2nd fertilizer application to the lawn
• Late May: Begin looking for bagworms developing on evergreens,
spray when the bags are less than 1 inch long

