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May 29, 2019 
Weed Science Field Days  
 Recently I came across an article from Penn State Extension that started out, “No matter 
what definition is used, weeds are plants whose undesirable qualities outweigh their good points.” 
A basic definition I use, is “a plant that is out of place and not where it is intended to be”.  No 
matter how you define it, weeds continue to be a problem for many farmers across the country. 
Weeds usually have an abundant seed production, rapid population establishment, seed 
dormancy, long-term survival of buried seed, adaption for them to spread and the ability to 
occupy sites disturbed by human activity. Weeds reduce crop quality, interfere with harvest, serve 
as hosts for crop diseases or provide shelter for insects to overwinter, can limit the choice of crop 
rotation sequences and cultural practices and some can even produce chemical substances toxic 
to plants, animals or humans. For producers in the area, there are two field days approaching to 
help manage weeds.  

Growers, crop consultants, ag professionals and extension educators are encouraged to 
attend Nebraska Extension's weed management field day from 8.30 a.m. to 1 p.m. June 26 at the 
University of Nebraska–Lincoln’s South Central Agricultural Laboratory near Clay Center. 
The field day will include on-site demonstrations of herbicides for weed control in corn, popcorn 
and soybean. An early morning demonstration will focus on weed control in soybeans followed by 
a demonstration of projects for weed control in corn and popcorn. 

According to Extension Weed Management Specialist Amit Jhala, a number of projects will 
be demonstrated during the field day, including weed control in XtendFlex soybean, Enlist Corn, 
and Alite 27 Soybean. New this year for participants, is the opportunity to learn about a research 
project aimed at terminating cereal rye before and after planting soybean and control of volunteer 
corn in Enlist Corn.  Certified Crop Advisor (CCA) continuing education units are available.  

There is no cost to attend the field day, but participants are asked to register 
at http://agronomy.unl.edu/fieldday. The South Central Agricultural Laboratory is 4.5 miles west 
of the intersection of Highways 14 and 6, or 12.4 miles east of Hastings on Highway 6.  

Another field day for those interested in management of glyphosate-resistant Palmer 
amaranth is a Nebraska Extension field day, supported by the Nebraska Soybean Board, from 8:30 
a.m. to 1:30 p.m. July 10 near Carleton. Palmer amaranth is a member of the pigweed family and 
is one of the most troublesome weeds in soybean fields because of its resistance to glyphosate 
and some other herbicide groups. Greenhouse dose-response studies have confirmed resistance 
when glyphosate was applied even at higher rates. 

At the field day, experiments will demonstrate how to control glyphosate-resistant Palmer 
amaranth in Roundup Ready 2 Xtend, Enlist and Alite 27 soybeans in Nebraska. Keynote speaker, 
Jason Norsworthy will share his experiences for management of glyphosate-resistant Palmer 
amaranth. Norsworthy is a professor of weed science at the University of Arkansas. Three certified 
crop adviser credits will be available. 

There is no cost to attend the field day. However, pre-registration is required before 3 p.m. 
on July 9. To register, visit http://agronomy.unl.edu/palmer. 
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Directions to the field day: From Geneva, go south on Hwy 81 for 14.6 miles, turn west 
onto Hwy 4 for 5.3 miles. For more information, contact Amit Jhala at 402-472-
1534 or Amit.Jhala@unl.edu. 
 

tel:402-472-1534
tel:402-472-1534
mailto:Amit.Jhala@unl.edu

