Views from VanDeWalle
Brandy VanDeWalle, Extension Educator in Fillmore/Clay Counties
July 17, 2019
FSA County Committee Nomination Deadline
It is important for one to stand for what they believe in and takes an active role in one’s
community. Effective leadership is crucial to any community or organization. An effective leader
understands the issues at-hand, is knowledgeable in his/her area, knows the proper ways to
motivate others, embraces change, can work in a variety of settings and with a variety of
personalities, and involves the group or followers in important decision-making. That being said,
remember that a leader is not only a political figure or someone that is well known, but a leader can
be a farmer, local businessmen/women, or anyone in a community or organization. For those
individuals desiring to take on leadership roles, consider serving on the FSA County Committee.
Details for how to step into this role follow.
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) encourages all
farmers, ranchers, and FSA program participants to take part in the Fillmore County Committee
election nomination process.
FSA’s county committees are a critical component of the day-to-day operations of FSA and
allow grassroots input and local administration of federal farm programs.
Committees are comprised of locally elected agricultural producers responsible for the fair
and equitable administration of FSA farm programs in their counties. Committee members are
accountable to the Secretary of Agriculture. If elected, members become part of a local decision
making and farm program delivery process.
A county committee is composed of three elected members from local administrative areas
(LAA). Each member serves a three-year term. One-third of the seats on these committees are open
for election each year.
County committees may have an appointed advisor to further represent the local interests of
underserved farmers and ranchers. Underserved producers are beginning, women and other
minority farmers and ranchers and landowners and/or operators who have limited resources.
All nomination forms for the 2019 election must be postmarked or received in the local
USDA service center by Aug. 1, 2019. For more information on FSA county committee elections and
appointments, refer to the FSA fact sheet: Eligibility to Vote and Hold Office as a COC Member
available online at: fsa.usda.gov/elections.
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