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Farmers and Ranchers Cow/Calf College - January 28
The annual Farmers and Ranchers Cow/Calf College “Partners in Progress – Beef Seminar”
will be held at the U.S. Meat Animal Research Center and Great Plains Veterinary Education Center
near Clay Center on January 28, 2020 with registration, coffee and donuts starting at 9:30 a.m. The
program will run from 9:55 a.m. until 3:30 p.m. This program is sponsored by Nebraska Extension’s
Farmers and Ranchers College and will feature several outstanding speakers discussing issues and
management strategies that can affect the profitability of all beef producers. There is no cost for
the event and the public is invited. It does include a noon meal, which means that early
registration is necessary to reserve materials and a meal.
The “Cow/Calf College” will begin at 10:00 a.m. with a welcome by Dr. Mark Boggess of
USMARC. Dr. Mary Drewnoski will kick off the program with “Do Your Herd & Your Bank Account a
Favor – Test Your Hay”. She will discuss the benefits and proper techniques for testing your hay
and the advantages that can serve in your operation. Mary is part of an interdisciplinary team
evaluating economical systems for integrated crop and livestock production in Nebraska.
Glennis McClure, Nebraska Extension Agricultural Economist will present on annual cow costs and
provide updates on basic beef economics. Her responsibilities include publishing livestock and
crop enterprise budgets, surveying and publishing the Farm Custom Rates Guide, and assisting
with special economic analyses in the department.
Lunch is provided and will be handled with a rotation system featuring a session on:
“Questions to Ask Your Vet Before Calving Season Begins” with Dr. Halden Clark, veterinarian with
the Great Plains Veterinary Education Center (GPVEC). Dr. Clark’s duties at GPVEC include
teaching veterinary students, engaging in research projects at GPVEC and providing extension
service to beef producers and veterinarians.
The afternoon session will start with “Blockchains: Connecting Consumers with their Food”
by a representative from IMI Global. IMI Global specializes in verification and certification program
for the livestock industry to enable producers, feeders, growers, packers and processors to meet
the ever changing needs of both domestic and international consumers. Wrapping up the
program will be a presentation by Dr. Alison L. Van Eenennaam on “Alternative Meats and
Alternative Statistics: What do the data say”. We’ve heard a lot in the news about alternative
meats, how they are produced and how the nutrition compares to real meat, but what does the
research really show? Dr. Van Eenennaam from the Dept. of Animal Science at the University of
California, Davis will join us via the web to provide insight on her work in this arena. Alison is an
animal geneticist who discovered it is possible to splice the “hornless” gene from Aberdeen Angus
cattle into the widespread black-and-white Holstein dairy cows so they are born without
protrusions.
All presenters will then pull everything together, give their final thoughts and
considerations and provide a coffee-shop style panel discussion during which participants can ask
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questions and get answers on questions that came to them during the day’s sessions. A chance for
door prizes will be awarded to those that stay for the entire event.
Please pre-register by January 21st, to the Nebraska Extension Office in Fillmore County or
call (402) 759-3712 to assure a seat and lunch. Walk-ins are accepted, but may not get a lunch.
You may also complete your registration online on fillmore.unl.edu or
http://go.unl.edu/farmersrancherscollege. Remember, your contact information is required to be
on the U.S. MARC property, so pre-registration is helpful and will save you time at the door!
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