/
7, BE CAREFUL OF BLISTER BEETLES!
Blister beetles exude a chemical called cantharidin which can induce a painful blister
on our skin, often occurring on arms, necks, behind ears, and in between fingers A
Blister beetle adults are usually 3/4 inch
long and have a body that looks like an

ant or an exclamation point
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Head is generally
rectangular
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Body and top wings are
leat?l\ery in appearance
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There are several common species including the ash-grey, the striped, and the black blister beetle
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As larvae blister beetles feed on grasshopper eﬁﬁs helping keep those pests in check.
luding alfalta, carro

As adults they damage numerous plants inc t, cabbage, eggplant, pepper, potato,
squash, tomato, lupine, iris, hostas, and rose

They use iregular chewing damage where So—
leaves are ragged and mss:& edﬁyes. damage Apeiniut bhstetglgtnbeth:nqc\’dhaher exposure
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Blister beetles can be ically controlled by hand removal. Wear rubber gloves to protect
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well as the plant you wish to protect.
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