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BIOLOGY 

Yellowjackets are about 1/2 an inch long and are bright yellow with contrasting black stripes and patches. Yellowjackets can 

be mistaken for honey bees (Figure 1). To help tell them apart, remember that honey bees are generally docile and are more 

of a golden color and are quite hairy while yellowjackets lack this fuzziness. If it’s bald, yellow, and angry it’s most likely a 

yellowjacket.  

In the spring, new yellowjacket queens emerge from their winter slumber and make a new colony. Initially she takes care of 

her eggs and collects her own food but as the new workers grow they will take over maintenance of the colony. Between 

April and the end of June the colony is hungry for protein and the workers will be out hunting caterpillars and spiders as well 

as scavenging meat from the garbage. Then in July the colony will shift into needing sugary foods. This is when we run into 

these wasps at our picnics trying to drink our soda pop or eat fruit we have sitting out. They also become more defensive.  If 

you disturb their nest, by banging into it, mowing over it, digging into it, etc., they will vigorously defend themselves.  

MANAGEMENT 

When treating for yellowjackets wait until dusk or right when the sun has set. This maximizes the number of workers you will 

control, as well as minimize your chances for being stung. You should still wear long sleeves and long pants and you should 

plan an escape route away from the colony just in case. Yellowjackets are commonly controlled with commercially available 

wasp and hornet aerosol sprays. These aerosol cans have a special trigger that allows you to apply the product from a few 

feet away. Spray the aerosol into the entry hole of the nest and then walk away. Come back in the morning to check if you 

were successful. You can also apply a dust product, such as Sevin, using a turkey baster to coat the inside of the nest.  

Figure 1: There are multiple species 

of these wasps in Nebraska. Some are 

over 1/2 inch long while others are 

smaller.  

Fast Facts 

■ Yellowjackets are social wasps that build their nests in  ground holes, wall voids, inside of shrubs, in or on the 

branches of trees, and in retaining walls.  

■ Starting in July yellowjacket workers become increasingly aggressive, disturbing their nest will lead to you being 

stung multiple times. Yellowjackets do not have barbed stingers like honey bees and can sting more than once.   

■ Control can be accomplished with an aerosol or dust insecticide applied inside of their nest cavity at night. Treat 

once the sun is down to maximize effectiveness and minimize your chances of being stung.   

Figure 2: The differences between 

yellowjackets and honey bees can be 

hard to detect when they are flying. 

There are differences in size/color. 
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