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2017 Interna onal Master
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AREA FAIRS
Fremont 4‐H Expo
July 12 ‐ 15, 2017
Washington County Fair
July 28 ‐ August 2, 2017
Dodge County Fair
August 2 ‐ 6, 2017

WANTED:

Horticulture Superintendent Volunteer for the
Fremont 4-H Expo.
Contact Natalia - natalia.bjorklund@unl.edu

Dodge County Extension
1206 West 23rd Street
Fremont, NE 68025
402.727.2775
dodge.unl.edu
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Hello Gorgeous Gardens! ‐ Jenny Cich’s Iris Garden
Jenny Cich’s Iris Garden
22801 N 176 St
Greenwood, NE 68366
2017 Open Garden Dates:
Saturday, May 20th and Sunday, May 21st
Saturday, May 27th and Sunday. May 28th
Open: 8:00 a.m. ‐ 8:00 p.m.
Summer Tours in Washington County
June 8, 2017 ‐
Tour the garden of Don and Diane Vecek at 16220
County Road 25, Blair NE. Diane has been a vendor at
the Blair Farmers Market for many years. She will
show us what size of a garden it take to supply the
produce she sell every weekend in Blair She will tells
us her favorite variety of vegetables that produce
good in her garden.
June 22, 2017 ‐
Forrest and Ellen Dahlstet will welcome to the land of
Li le at 2961 County Road 31. Ellen and Forrest will
tell us what got them interested in miniature donkeys.
They will gives us details about raising the donkeys
and where this adventure has taken them. We will
get up close to these li le animals.
Come join us for these tours and see what is going on
in Washington County.
Contact Doug Wolfe (402.214.0364) for more infor‐
ma on.

Hi Master Gardeners!
I hope you are all enjoying the growing season thus
far. There are learning and volunteer opportuni es
galore. If you know of an opportunity that you’d
like to share with the group, email me and we can
slip it in the next issue of the newsle er. (our next
issue will be end of July). I know it’s busy, but don’t
forget to log your hours, too!
Here’s to a happy garden!
Natalia

The Plant Lover’s Guide to Clema s
Healing Garden at Blair hospital
Lois Jensen
loisjensen@abbnebraska.com
Frahm House in Fort Calhoun
Sandy Grove
wildﬂower@abbnebraska.com
Blair Post Oﬃce‐grass and ﬂower beds
Linda Wardell
ljwardell@abbnebraska.com
Presenta ons and programs for
children in schools, library YMCA
Dee Drew
dee.drew13@gmail.com
Bees—from ques ons to capturing
Doug Wolfe
douglwolfe@gmail.com
Historic vegetable garden at
Fort Atkinson in Fort Calhoun
Charles & Julie Rohlﬁng
cjrohlﬁng@abbnebraska.com
Dodge County Extension
sign up to answer phones
Natalia ‐ 402.727.2775
Calvin Crest
Ann Paulson –402.720.6091

For a lush tropical feeling try crea ng a tropical
getaway in your own yard. Many tropical can be
planted in our climate if grown in containers and
stored in a cool frost free loca on during the winter
and set out again in the spring. I am fortunate to
have a sunroom and have been bringing back inside
for the winter, and they keep blooming. I have had
two tropical Hibiscus
for ﬁve years. I cut them back by about a third
when I put them outdoors in Spring. I repot every
two years, and cut back when I bring them back
inside in fall. Hibiscus are na ve to Hawaii and are
seen growing
all over the
islands. Alt‐
hough the
blossom lasts
only one day, they produce so many that they are
worth growing.

sat dormant all winter, but now it is ge ng new
leaves.
Caladiums can brighten shady areas with their
colorful leaves. I have found they diﬃcult to
restart in the spring. I purchased blubs of Rose
Lily two years ago and the blooms are fully dou‐
ble and very sweet smelling and are hardy in
our zone. The Passion ﬂower vine is an annual
that I saw blooming in Butchart Gardens in Can‐
ada. It bears an edible fruit which is yellow
when ripe and is grown commercially in Hawaii
for its fruit juice. The
ﬂower is highly orna‐
mental.
The red or green TI is a
house plant with beau ful leaves that grows
wild in Hawaii. This plant is used in Hawaii for
Hula skirts, but I use mine for ﬂoral arrange‐
ments, when I want a tropical look.

Cannas with their large leaves and blooms are easy
to grow here. Although they have to be li ed and
stored for the winter, they mul ply so fast you will So if a trip to the islands isn't in the budget why
be giving them away! The dwarf types are ideal for not bring a bit of the tropics to your own yard!
containers and come in diﬀerent leaf and bloom
colors.
Calla lilies add form and elegance to shady are‐
as. They are ideal for containers and need to be
li ed in the fall. I have had a Bougainvillea tree for
three years. I place outdoors during the summer
and bring back inside for the winter. They have
long sprays of bright ﬂowers and small
leaves. Mine goes in and out of bloom several
mes of the year. My son gave me his Stephano s
three years ago and I place outside during the sum‐
mer. It has glossy leaves and sweet‐smelling white
star shaped ﬂowers that grow in clusters and is
used for weddings. I forgot to bring indoors last fall
and it lost all its leaves. but I brought it inside and it

Since I'm older than the Boomers, I s ll rely on books I buy, put
on the shelves, and take out and read, as needed, for infor‐
ma on. Perhaps “web sites” do become familiar, in the way
that books do, but that hasn't happened for me yet. I feel at
home with Tables of Contents and Indexes.
“The Plant Lover's Guide to Clema s” is wri en by Linda Beut‐
ler who is the curator (since 2007) of the Rogerson Clema s
Collec on in West Linn, OR and the only woman and ﬁrst
American to be elected “president” of the Interna onal Clema‐
s Society. As a fellow “clema s lover,” I felt her creden als
were pre y impressive.
Things I like about this book: stunning pictures of these beau ‐
ful plants, the inclusion of some not‐so‐common cul vars (such
as Sizaia P tsa, which I have growing in my garden), concise
forma ng of the informa on (Height, Light Exposure, Bloom
Time, etc.), colorful wri en descrip ons of each clema s in‐
cluded in this book, and extensive ideas about growing these
stunning ﬂowers other than on a trellis.

“The President” Clematis
Photo taken by Lori Urban, November , 2016

I have 2 other Clema s‐only books, and the informa on varies
in such areas as pruning and fer lizing. This may be due to
where the Clema s is grown (in the UK, Europe, USA).
As you might suspect, the book tle is one of a series of plant
books, each wri en by an expert on that par cular plant. Oth‐
er plants featured in volumes in this series are Dahlias, Se‐
dums, Snowdrops, Salvias, Tulips, Ferns, Epimediums, Asters,
Hardy Geraniums, and Magnolias. I do intend to check out the
one on Hardy Geraniums. If the pictures are as stunning there
as they are in this book, I may be making another purchase.
Just as there's always room for one more plant in my garden,
there also seems to be room for one more book on my book‐
case.

“H.F. Young” Clematis
Photo taken by Lori Urban, May, 2017

