
 

 

 
Dodge County Extension Board Meeting Minutes 

August 8, 2022 
 

The regular meeting of the Dodge County Extension Board was called to order by Todd Thomason - Chair at 4:04 pm on Monday, 
August 8, 2022, at the Dodge County Extension Office, 1206 West 23rd Street, Fremont, NE. 

Board Members Present: Todd Thomason, Mary Lou Pycha, Christy Fiala and Kelly Abrahams. Pat Tawney, Dodge County Board of 
Supervisors was present along with staff members Kathleen Cue, Dean Castillo, Beth Nacke, Ryann Ickes, Nate Dorsey, Mary Spath 
and Lisa Poppe.  Having four board members attending (4/9), it was announced that no quorum was present and that all items 
would be reviewed only. 

Kathleen Cue announced that the location of the Nebraska Open Meetings Act was available to review in the Board’s Notebook. 
Mary Spath commented that a poster with the Nebraska Open Meetings Act information will be ordered and posted in the meeting 
room.   

No additional items were placed on the agenda, and it was approved as written.   
Minutes from the June 13, 2022 were reviewed. 
Lisa Poppe presented the financial reports for review and responded to questions.   

Todd Thompson gave a thank you shout-out to the Extension staff for their hard work and presence at the Dodge County Fair which 
just wrapped up on Sunday, August 7. 

Unfinished Business – None brought forward. 
 
New Business – Kathleen updated the board on KTIC’s new policy of only wanting to have Ag information on the Extension Corner 
spot for their radio audience.  Christy Fiala gave some insight into some research she had seen that found that the average age of a 
radio listener is 60 – 65 and older.  She suggested using social media and newspapers that can be viewed digitally as ways to reach 
the public. 

Updates from Council / Boards / Staff 
Dean Castillo reported on the recent activity of the 4-H Program in Dodge County.  Fair has been the focus since June and that the 
fair provided positive interaction for the 4-H youth and adults.  He is going to turn his focus to building programs in the Dodge 
County schools and building a network of partners in the county.  

Dodge County Supervisor Pat Tawney gave a report on County-wide projects.  He updated us on the Highway 30 project. He stated 
that the tax roll correction hearings were completed for the year. 
 
Kathleen Cue reported that she will be doing Advanced Master Gardener education programs this fall.  A Fall Invading Insects 
workshop and a Diagnostic Lab will be held along with a planned trip to visit the All-American Selection Garden. 
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Beth Nacke reported that the NEP summer programing has come to a successful ending.   A very active summer schedule involved 
teaching the Presbyterian Church children’s group, Marathon Kids and GTN Gardens.  Beth also commented on the Little Free Pantry 
project which was awarded ARPA funding and will be moving forward with installation of pantries in every community in Dodge 
County. This project is a partnership between GTN, SnapED and 4-H. 

 
Nate Dorsey is working on making connections with producers and agencies in the area.  He is working on a Cover Crop Project with 
Lower Platte North NRD.  He has been asked to host and produce the UNL CropWatch podcast.  Nate also reported that he will be 
working alongside area Extension Educators Luan Oliveira and Bruno Lena on an online program on Smart Machinery which will 
focus on technology. The Fremont Corn Expo is scheduled for January 26, 2023.  He reported that he is finalizing the speaker and 
vendors and working of the marketing component of the Expo.   

Lisa reported on the updated Fit and Healthy Kids website.  She and the Child, Youth and Family team have developed classes that 
are accessible 24/7.  She is coaching Childcare centers that have committed to the Rooted Relationships course which takes place 
over 3 years.  She will be cutting back on the grading part of Co-Parenting classes as she will be focusing more on writing curriculum 
for farm families that face divorce.   

Angi Heller, Extension Zone 8 Coordinator, reported on the upcoming Zone Wide meeting in September.  She is working on making 
the possible change of the Dodge County 4-H Support position to a UNL 4-H Assistant position.  Angie will be meeting with the 
Dodge County Supervisors to discuss the mechanics for making this change. 

Extension Board member Christy Fiala commented that the need for the rural connection with how divorce affects these families in 
farming communities is on target and thanked Lisa for working on this project. 

Extension Board member Kelly Abrahams extended a thank you to the Dodge County Extension staff for their work at the Dodge 
County Fair. 

Next meeting will be a noon luncheon held on October 17, 2022, at the Dodge County Extension Office. 

Meeting adjourned. 


