
 

 

 

Dodge County Extension Board Meeting Minutes  

April 11, 2022 

Board Meeting Opens: Public Comments, Recognition of Guests 

The regular meeting of the Dodge County Extension board was called to order by Kathleen Cue, Extension Educator at 4:00 pm on 

Monday, April 11, 2022, at the Dodge County Extension Office, 1206 West 23rd Street, Fremont, NE. 

The open Vice-Chair position was brought up to the board by Kathleen Cue.   Christy Fiala nominated Joel Kerkman to serve as  

Vice-Chair.  Kathy Kneifl seconded the nomination.  As there were no other nominations for the Vice-Chair position, nominations 

ended.  Joel Kerkman was elected by majority vote to fill the Vice-Chair position.   

Since Todd Thomason, Chair was absent from the meeting, Vice-Chair Kerkman presided over the remainder of the agenda items.  

Board Members Present: Deysy Avalos, Kristie Mehaffey, Mary Lou Pycha, Christy Fiala, Kelly Abrahams, Scott Brettmann, Joel 

Kerkman and Kathy Kneifl. Pat Tawney, Dodge County Board of Supervisors was present along with staff members Kathleen Cue, 

Ryann Ickes, Nate Dorsey, Shane Ahrens, Mary Spath and Angi Heller, Extension Zone 8 Coordinator.  Having eight board members 

attending (8/9), it was announced a quorum was present. 

Kathleen Cue announced that the location of the Nebraska Open Meetings Act was available to review in the Board’s Notebooks.  

Angi Heller asked that an additional item be placed on the agenda. This item was the update for the 4-H Educator position here in 

Dodge County.  

Agenda was approved with the addition by a unanimous vote of the Board members present. 

A welcome was extended to new board member Kelly Abrahams.  Introductions were made by all in attendance. 

Minutes of the previous meeting held on February 14, 2022, were reviewed. Angi Heller asked that a correction to the spelling of 

Alfredo DiCostanzo name be made in the minutes.  

Motion was made by Christy Fiala that the minutes be approved with the correction of Alfredo DiCostanzo’s name.  Second was 

made by Scott Brettmann.  Motion was unanimously approved. 

Financial Reports: 

Kathleen Cue presented the General Tax Fund report and the March Dodge County Program Account report.  Motion to approve 

both financial reports was made by Kathy Kneifl.  Christi Fiala seconded the motion. Motion was unanimously approved.  

Unfinished Business 

The updated Constitution was presented by Angi Heller and reviewed by those present. It was suggested that the Constitution be 

looked at and reviewed every 5 years.   Motion made by Mary Lou Pycha to accept the changes made to the Constitution as written.  

Kelly Abrahams seconded the motion.  Motion was unanimously approved.       
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New Business 

Confirmation of the hiring of a 4-H Educator for the Dodge County position was announced by Angi Heller. There is some final 

paperwork that needs to be completed and a formal announcement of the Educator will come out soon with a start date of May 23, 

2022. 

Updates from Council / Boards / Staff 

Shane Ahrens presented the minutes from the Dodge County 4-H Council meeting which was held on March 9, 2022.  Shane 

reported on the upcoming YQCA training and the Dodge County 4-H Speech Contest.  The Little Free Pantry Project was also 

presented to the group.   

Dodge County Board of Supervisor, Pat Tawney gave a report on County-wide projects.  He stated that the Highway 30 project was 

running ahead of schedule. 

Staff Reports 

- Nate Dorsey gave a review of his time spent here in Dodge County and the contacts that he has made since joining Extension in 

February.  He going to do an on-farm research project with a producer to investigate the effects of a biological product, Pivot Bio 

Proven 40, on supplying nitrogen (N) to corn, possibly lowering N fertilizer requirements.  Nate also reported that there are two 

other farmers interested in doing some type of on-farm research with the topics still to be decided.   

- Kathleen Cue’s report highlighted the Food Access programs that she is a major player in.  Growing Together Nebraska is a program 

where she coordinates the volunteer Master Gardeners from Dodge and Washington Counties to grow vegetables for the food 

insecure in their respective communities.  Kathleen also talked about the Habitat for Humanity Community Garden where she will be 

teaching classes on planting and managing a garden.   

- Ben Jewell gave an overview of the programming that he is currently involved in.  Ben talked about the Rural Farmers Markets that 

he works with individual providers giving them “best practices” and a marketing toolbox.  Ben informed the group about the Farm to 

School program and his work with schools and pairing them with coaches to have students grow some of their own food for their 

lunches.  Ben is also working with Arlington on revitalizing their downtown business area.   

- Ryann Ickes reported on the Monthly Meal Kit program that she and Beth Nacke developed and its continued growth.  Ryann also 

spoke about the CATCH Kids Club that brings nutrition education classes to Fremont Public Schools PE classes.   Beth Nacke prepared 

a handout that summarizes the programs that she and Ryann are actively working with.   

- Lisa Poppe prepared a handout that gave a recap of her 2021 programs.  Many of these programs are still being held in 2022.  Her 

Early Childhood group is working on content for Disaster Education for families with children and concentrating on drought. There 

will be social media posts, PSAs for radio, and flyers developed as resources for the public.   

Next Meeting for the Dodge County Extension board will be June 13, 2022, at 4:00 pm at the Dodge County Office. 

Motion was made by Kathy Kneifl and seconded by Christy Fiala to adjourn the meeting.  Motion unanimously approved. 

Meeting Adjourned 

 


