
 

DEPARTMENT      ENTOMOLOGY 

 
GENERAL INFORMATION 
4-H entries must be made according to the printed 2024 Custer County Fair Premium Book and entered online by 5:00 p.m. on June 28.  Instructions 
for online entries will be emailed to 4-H families on approximately May 15.  Exhibits will be interview judged on Wednesday, July 24, 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 
p.m. at the 4-H Exhibit Hall.  One entry per class. 
 
Specimens in display collections should be mounted properly and labeled with location, date of collection, name of collector, and order name. Follow 
mounting and labeling instructions in the Nebraska 4-H Entomology Manual. Boxes are preferred to be 12" high x 18" wide, and landscape orientation, 
so they fit in display racks. Purchase of commercially-made boxes is allowed. All specimens are to be pinned and labeled by the exhibitor. No purchased 
specimens allowed.  No projects over 50 pounds allowed.   
 
Ribbons   P. B. R. W. 
   $2.50 $2.00 $1.50 $1.00 
CLASS H800001 Entomology Display, First-Year Project - Collection to consist of 25 or more different kinds (species) of insects representing at 

least 6 orders. Limit of one box. 
CLASS H800002 Entomology Display, Second-Year Project - Collection to consist of a minimum of 50 kinds (species) of insects representing at 

least 8 orders.  Replace damaged or poorly mounted specimens.  At least 25 species must be present from after July 1 of the previous year.  Limit 
2 boxes. 

CLASS H800003 Entomology Display, Third-Year or More Project  - Collection to consist of a minimum of 75 kinds (species) of insects 
representing at least 10 orders.  Replace damaged or poorly mounted specimens.  At least 25 species must be present from after July 1 of previous 
year.  Limit of 3 boxes. 

CLASS H800004 Special Interest or Advanced Insect Display - Educational display developed according to personal interests and/or advanced 
identification capability.  This also is an opportunity to highlight favorite insects in a creative arrangement.  Insects should conform to pinning and 
mounting standards as in Classes 1-3 and be protected in an insect box. Each specialty display should include names of the insects, interesting 
information about them, and why the display was made. Advanced identification collections should have insects grouped with labels that correspond 
with identification level (e.g. family, genus, species). A specialty collection may consist of insects by taxonomic group (e.g. butterflies, grasshoppers, 
dragonflies, scarab beetles) or by host, subject or habitat (e.g. insect pests of corn, aquatic insects, insect mimicry, insect galls, insects from 
goldenrod, insect pollinators, etc.). 

CLASS H800005 Insect Habitats - Habitats consist of any hand-crafted objects, made of natural or artificial materials, to be placed outdoors, which 
promote or conserve insects in the environment. Insects may include bee pollinators, butterflies, beneficial insects, etc.  A one-page report 
describing activities must accompany the exhibit.  Report should include placement, target insect, why materials were chosen, functional design, 
and indicators of success. See the following resources for reports: 

• Nebraska Extension NebGuide: Creating a Solitary Bee Hotel (G2256) 
• University of Minnesota: Wild Bees and Building Wild Bee Houses 
• National Wildlife Federation: How to Provide Water in Monarch Gardens 

CLASS H800006 Macrophotography - Subjects should be insects, spiders or other arthropods, or any nests, webs or constructions they make. All 
exhibit prints should be either 8” x 10” or 8½” x 11” and mounted on rigid, black 11” x 14” poster or matt board. Either orientation is acceptable. No 
frames or mat board framing is allowed. A caption of a few sentences should explain the subject and be printed on white paper and glued below 
the print on the poster board.  

CLASS H800007 Insect Poster/Display Exhibits - Exhibits can be posters or three-dimensional displays, and artistic creativity is encouraged. 
Posters should be no larger than 22" x 28".  They should be instructional and can be attractive and have pictures, drawings, charts, or graphs. 
Posters and displays may show any aspect of insect life, habitat, or related conservation or management. Examples include life history and other 
facts about an insect; insect anatomy; how to manage insects in a farm, home, lawn, or garden setting; experiences rearing one kind of insect; 
survey of an important insect; insect behavior (ex. nesting, finding food, mobility, defenses, etc.); habitats (e.g. forests, grasslands, wetlands, rivers, 
or lakes) and what insects are found there, etc. Three-dimensional displays, such as dioramas, sculptures, models or decorative boxes should 
have a page of explanatory information accompanying them and fit within a 22” x 28” area. 

CLASS H800008 Reports or Journals - Reports and journals should be in a 3-ring binder. A report may be informational, that is, an original article 
about a favorite insect, a history of insect outbreaks, diseases caused by insects, insects as food, etc. Or, it may be a research report about an 
investigation or experiment done in a scientific manner. It then should have a basic introduction of the insect studied, methods used, observations, 
and results of the project. Tables, graphs and images are helpful to include. A journal is an observational study over a period of time with personal 
impressions. It may cover watching changes in kinds of butterflies over the summer, rearing a specific insect from egg to adult, managing a beehive, 
observations of insects in a specific habitat, accounts of insect behavior in a forest or flower garden, etc. 

 

DEPARTMENT      VETERINARY SCIENCE 

 
4-H entries must be made according to the printed 2024 Custer County Fair Premium Book and entered online by 5:00 p.m. on June 28.  Instructions 
for online entries will be emailed to 4-H families on approximately May 15.  Exhibits will be interview judged on Wednesday, July 24, 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 
p.m. at the 4-H Exhibit Hall.  One entry per class. 

 
The purpose of the Veterinary Science exhibit is to inform the public about a common health problem of animals, a veterinary science principle, or 
public health/zoonotic diseases.   
 
A Veterinary Science exhibit may consist of a poster or a display.  The exhibit may represent material from exhibitors enrolled any of the Veterinary 
Science projects. 
 
If photographs are to be part of the exhibit, remember that they will be viewed by the public.  Make sure that the photographs are in good taste and will 
not be offensive to anyone.  Graphic photographs of excessive bleeding, trauma, or painful procedures are not appropriate.  For exhibits related to 
veterinary surgical procedures, aseptic techniques need to be shown, for example, use of drapes, use of sterile procedures, wearing of gloves, and 
other appropriate veterinary medical practices. 
 
First-Aid Kits: Because of public safety concerns and risk of theft of first-aid kit contents (veterinary drugs/equipment) with perceived potential for drug 
abuse, animal first aid kits containing any drugs or medications will be immediately disqualified and not displayed. First Aid kits wishing to 
include medication information should instead utilize written descriptions, photographs, drawings, computer generated print-outs, or empty packaging 
of pharmaceuticals. 
 
 



Veterinary Science Posters: This exhibit presents the viewer with a design that is simple and direct, unlike a display that usually presents more 
information.  A poster should not exceed 22" x 28" and may be either vertical or horizontal. 
 
Veterinary Science Displays: A display may include but is not limited to: a 3-dimensional exhibit, a scale model, the actual product (for example: 
skeleton; teeth; samples of leather, fur, or dried skin damaged by disease or parasites) or a notebook.  A display is not a poster.  A display may be 
mounted on poster board not to exceed 22" x 28" or on 1/4" plywood or equivalent that does not exceed 24" high or 32" wide, or in a three-ring binder 
or another bound notebook format. 
 
Appropriate Veterinary Science Topics: 

• Maintaining health 

• Specific disease information 

• Photographic display of normal and abnormal characteristics of animals 

• Animal health or safety 

• Public health or safety 

• Proper animal management to ensure food safety & quality 

• Efficient and safe livestock working facilities 

• Or a topic of the exhibitor’s choosing related to veterinary medicine or veterinary science 
 
Remember, since these are science displays, all references and information needs to be properly cited.  Proper sources include but are not 
limited to: Professional journals and publications, professional AVMA accredited websites, interviews with Veterinarians and excerpts from Veterinary 
Educational Literature.  Plagiarism will result in an automatic white ribbon. Please study your topic and present the information to your 
audience in your own words. 
 
Ribbons   P. B. R. W. 
    $1.25 $1.00 $.75 $.50  
CLASS H840001 4-H Veterinary Science Large Animal Poster, Notebook, or Display 
CLASS H840002  4-H Veterinary Science Small Animal/Pet Poster, Notebook, or Display 

 
DEPARTMENT      BICYCLE 

 
4-H entries must be made according to the printed 2024 Custer County Fair Premium Book and entered online by 5:00 p.m. on June 28.  Instructions 
for online entries will be emailed to 4-H families on approximately May 15.  Exhibits will be interview judged on Wednesday, July 24, 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 
p.m. at the 4-H Exhibit Hall.  One entry per class. 
 
Each bicycle exhibit must be mounted on a board that is 1/4" thick x 24" high x 32" wide.  Demonstration boards should be sanded and finished to 
improve their appearance.  The finish on a demonstration board will be judged as a woodworking exhibit. Mount wire on the back of demonstration 
boards for hanging.  Board should include an overall title for the display, plus other necessary labeling.  Entries not eligible for State Fair. 
 
Ribbons   P. B. R. W. 
   $2.50 $2.00 $1.50 $1.00 
CLASS H915001 Bicycle Demonstration Display - to be exhibited by an individual. Exhibit may include: 1) parts or system of a bicycle, 2) worn or 

broken parts, or 3) a step-by-step procedure of how some repair or service job is performed.  A limited number of photographs are acceptable. 
Actual parts or cut-aways of parts are recommended. The exhibit is to be prepared on a 24" high x 32" wide board not to exceed 1/4" thick. 

 


