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     The best line of defense in keeping weeds out of one’s lawn is through good 
cultural care.  A healthy stand of turf is achieved though proper fertilization, 
correct mowing practices and uniform moisture.  Unfortunately, troublesome 
weeds occasionally invade even the best-cared-for lawns.  Weeds are 
opportunistic, and attaining a totally weed-free lawn is rarely possible.    
 
    Right now, the window of opportunity for eliminating broadleaf weeds stands 
wide open.  From late September through October is the perfect time to apply 
herbicides.  Examples of broadleaf weeds include dandelion, ground ivy, black 
seed plantain, white clover, wild violet, mouse ear chickweed, bindweed and 
yellow wood sorrel.  In autumn, these perennial weeds are preparing for winter 
dormancy. Their metabolic energies are directed to their root systems. If the 
appropriate herbicide is applied to these weeds, the systemic toxins within the 
herbicide translocate to the roots of the weeds causing certain death to the plants 
during the winter months.  All this can be accomplished without harm to the turf 
grass.    
 
     The question might be what herbicide should one use to control broadleaf 
weeds effectively in the lawn?  Several products exist.  Herbicides exist in both 
granular and liquid formulations. Both are efficient; however, each has 
advantages and disadvantages.  My favorite herbicide is a liquid formulation 
containing one or more combinations of the following chemicals: 2-4-D, MCPP, 
dicamba, and/or dithopyr.  Two quality trade name products containing some of 
these ingredients include Weed-B-Gone ® and Trimec®.   
 
     Timing is important.  To achieve optimum weed control when using a liquid 
herbicide, one should wait several days after mowing before application to 
maximize leaf size, thus allowing for greater contact with the herbicide.  One 
should also thoroughly water the lawn a day or two before application.  Following 
the application, wait several days before mowing again.  These steps allow for the 
maximum uptake and translocation of the herbicide into the weed.  It is best if 
there is no rainfall or water applied for at least twenty-four hours after 
application.  Furthermore, avoid applying any of the above herbicides when 
outdoor temperatures are above 8o°F and try to avoid windy days.  It is always 
wise to keep children and pets off the lawn after application until the grass is 
thoroughly dry.  As with all herbicides, always follow directions.   



 
     To apply a 
liquid 
herbicide, I 
recommend 
purchasing 
what is called a 
hose-end 
sprayer.  In my 
photo, I show 
two different 
models that I 
own.  Both are 
designed to be 
used when 
applying liquid 
insecticides as 
well as liquid herbicides.  The Ortho sprayer calls for mixing the concentrate 
herbicide with water in the sprayer’s vile before attaching to the hose; whereas 
the sprayer by Gilmore requires that one pour the herbicide full strength directly 
into the vile.  All one then needs to do is set the dial on the top of the sprayer 
according to directions, attach the device to the garden hose and begin spraying.  
 
     I prefer the Gilmore model.  Both sprayers are designed to siphon liquid 
chemical from the vials and mix with water.  However, the advantage of the 
Gilmore model is no pre-mixing is required and with the selected dial position, the 
sprayer automatically blends the full strength liquid herbicide with water as one 
sprays.  There is no waste with this particular sprayer since unused herbicide is 
never contaminated and can be returned to its original container.  Furthermore, 
this sprayer has a deflector that can be turned to direct spray up or down.  The 
deflector is also removable for a solid stream that carries up to 30 feet for 
spraying trees.   
 
     If the line of defense has been broken and broad leaf weeds abound, now is 
the opportune time to get ones lawn back and destroy those weeds.  Careful 
application of the appropriate herbicide is all that is needed.   


