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     Yesterday, April 28, I participated in Minden’s Arbor Day Celebration.  As part of the 
celebration, we planted trees on the grounds of our city library.  While celebrating Arbor 
Day, my thoughts drifted to the many Arbor Day celebrations I attended as a child with 
my mother in Sutton, Nebraska.  Mother was a big proponent of Arbor Day and inspired 
me with the same dedication.  The concept of Arbor Day has not changed over the 
years.  It is Nebraska’s very own holiday, created in 1872 to encourage individuals, 
groups and municipalities to plant trees.        
 
      Ten years ago, The Nebraska Forest Service, the 
Nebraska Statewide Arboretum, UNL’s Institute of 
Agriculture and Natural Resources, University of Nebraska 
Rural Initiative and the UNL Extension Services formed a 
partnership with the green industry, private business, 
non-profits, and governmental agencies creating a 
program called ReTree Nebraska.   The primary goal was to collaborate with people 
across the state to foster the proper planting and maintenance of one million new trees 
in Nebraska cities and towns over the next decade.   
 
     ReTree Nebraska has ten other major goals:  
 

 To become a primary source of public information for the various tree planting 
and care programs that are already functioning across the state.  

 To increase significantly the planting of high-quality, large-growing, long-lived 
trees in communities across the state in order to plant more trees than are 
removed each year. 

 To increase the diversity, quality and average canopy cover of most Nebraska 
community forests.  

 To strengthen the capacity of most Nebraska communities to develop 
sustainable community tree management programs. 

 To work with the nursery industry to secure nursery stock with high-quality root 
systems. 

 To engage professional arborists to improve and expand quality tree care. 
 To increase Nebraskans’ knowledge and understanding of the value of trees. 
 To increase the awareness of the threats of pine wilt disease, emerald ash borer, 

drought, weather and other events that could collectively kill millions of trees 
across the state in coming years. 

 To correct poor planting and maintenance practices. 
 To assist communities in the development of Community Tree Recovery Action 

Plans. 
      
          Although ten years have now transpired since the creation of ReTree Nebraska, its 
goals are perhaps more important today than a decade ago.       



 
     Interestingly, in 2007, a survey conducted by the Nebraska Forestry Service revealed 
that Nebraska communities lost nearly half of their community tree resources.  A 
combination of severe weather events such as damaging frost, snowstorms, ice storms, 
tornadoes, high winds, chronic drought, and poor planting practices were the major 
contributors to the loss.   In addition to those staggering losses, in 2016, the insect pest 
called the Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) was discovered in eastern Nebraska. Nine percent of 
the state's trees—44 million ash trees—will eventually be lost. However, through tree 
removals and replacements with diverse species, we can start rebuilding our community 
forests.  Future generations need tree diversity.   ReTree Nebraska’s new slogan is Plant 
It Forward.  I suggest visiting www.retreenebraksa.unl.edu  and reviewing ReTree 
Nebraska’s listing of 17 trees to consider planting in 2017 or stopping by my office and 
picking up a copy of the list.  
 
     Mother instilled in me long ago that we plant trees for future generations.  Today, as 
I stand beneath a towering seventy-five foot tall sycamore tree growing in my front 
yard, or when I sit and enjoy the shade from a huge tree in one of our city parks, I have 
past generations to thank.   
 
     Trees take a long time to grow.  Others will not truly enjoy the trees we planted 
yesterday for many years.  If you did not get a chance to participate in an Arbor Day 
celebration, there is still time to Plant It Forward!     
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