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     ReTree Nebraska recommends it as one of 17 trees we should consider planting in 2017.   
This particular tree has a remarkable history.   Claimed to be an ancient species, I have heard it 
called the living fossil tree.  Leaf fossils of this tree date some 270 million years ago, a time 
when dinosaurs roamed the earth.  Its scientific name is Gingko biloba, but most know it simply 
by Gingko.  Sometimes it is called the maidenhair fern tree primarily due to the fan shape of its 
leaves.  Research shows that the Gingko was rediscovered in China in the late 1600s and 
brought to the United States in the early 1700s.   I hold a special fascination with this tree.    
 
     Allow me to share a personal story that strongly 
supports this tree’s longevity and remarkable ability to 
survive.  Ten to fifteen years ago, our local garden club 
donated a Gingko tree to the schools’ outdoor 
classroom.  Sadly, after its first year, the original sapling 
winterkilled, dying to the ground.  The following spring 
only a small green sprout visibly emerged from the 
rootstock.  At the time, the school’s groundskeeper was 
going to discard the remnant of the tree.  Before that 
happened, I asked if I could have it.  Having received 
permission, I cautiously dug and lifted the rootstock 
being careful not to damage the small sprout. I then 
transplanted the rootstock to my garden with the hopes 
it would survive.  At the time, my thinking was if the tree 
survived and grew, I would allow it to reach sapling size 
and then transplant it to a permanent location.  
Somewhat ignoring its progress, I allowed ten or more years to transpire.  After all that time, 

what was a tiny sprout grew into a spectacular-looking 
tree.  It had reached a height of nearly fifteen feet and 
had a trunk girth of four inches at five feet above the 
ground.  Last spring, I knew I had to move the tree or 
destroy it due to its location in our garden.  On April 21, 
2016, Rita and I hand dug, balled and burlapped the tree 
and transported it via wheelbarrow to Chautauqua Park.  
There, with the help of Pat and John, we planted and 
staked the tree.   
 
     Unfortunately, at the time of the move, the tree had 
already broken dormancy and its leaves were beginning 
to emerge.  Although hopeful, I doubted the transplant 
would survive the season.   Throughout the heat of 
summer, Rita and I watered and cared for the tree.  
Although its leaves never reached full size, they remained 
attached and alive until autumn when they appropriately 



fell from the tree.  One can only imagine how thrilled I was to see new leaves re-emerging this 
spring.  Rest assured, I will continue to water and care for this tree throughout this growing 
season and in the fall, I plan to remove the stakes.  No pun intended, but I am now optimistic 
this Gingko is finally out of the woods!  
 
    As we all know, trees in general have a tough time surviving in Nebraska.  Below, I have listed 
other features about Gingko that make it a great choice.     
 

 Hardy within USDA Zones 3-8 
 Tolerates moderate drought and wetness, heat, air pollution, alkali soil or salty 

soil 
 Has beautiful fan-shaped green leaves reaching 2 to 3 inches in size and turning 

an attractive yellow in the fall 
 Transplants easily and establishes without difficulty 
 Attractive shade and/or ornamental tree reaching heights of 75’ to 100’ with a 

spread of 35’ to 45’at maturity 
 Grows in full sun to partial shade 
 Grows in a pyramidal shape  
 Works well as a street tree, even in confined spaces 
 Very long lived 

 
     Although somewhat of a negative characteristic, female Gingko trees can produce tan, 
rounded seed pods about the size of golf balls that create an unpleasant odor and make a mess; 
thus, I recommend planting only male specimens.     
 
     My experience with Gingko convinces me that this species of tree is a great one, and I totally 
agree with ReTree Nebraska: Gingko biloba is an excellent choice to consider planting for 2017.   

 


