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       I want that!  All too often, I am guilty of saying those three words as I look through 

the countless gardening mail-order catalogs that arrive in my mail daily.  With the 

catalogs featuring beautiful, brightly-colored pictures of nearly perfect flowers, one might 

find it difficult to resist such eye candy.   

     Before you make that next plant purchase based solely on beauty, I urge you to pay 

close attention to the description of the plant.  If the word ‘invasive’ appears anywhere in 

its description, take caution.    Webster defines invasive as tending to spread.  To some, 

the word invasive might have an appealing sound.  After all, most gardener’s desire 

having their flower borders continuously ablaze with gorgeous flowers throughout the 

growing season.   

     Through the years, I have knowingly acquired numerous flowering plants described as 

invasive.  Most of these spreading plants I truly enjoy; however, some I regret buying.  In 

general, invasive plants have a propensity to crowd out and destroy other less vigorous 

plants.  Invasive plants can ultimately create a monoculture flower border if their spread 

is not controlled.  Some of the more common flower border plants and vines with 

invasive tendencies include monarda, rudbeckia, obedient plant, common garden phlox, 

larkspur, morning glory, grape hyacinth, yarrow, coreopsis, gaillardia, trumpet vine, 

sweet autumn clematis, bamboo and many other ornamental grasses.   

     Although its flowers are beautiful, and it is considered an heirloom plant, Grandpa 

Ott’s is one invasive morning glory vine that I regret planting.  Ten or more years ago, 

we started this plant from seed.  I planted seeds of Grandpa Ott’s at the base of a trellis, 

attached to one of our clothesline posts.  The first year it performed wonderfully, but 

since then good ole Grandpa Ott’s seems to be popping up everywhere throughout our 

landscape.  Each spring I find myself pulling out unwanted Grandpa Ott’s morning glory 

vines. It has even spread to our vegetable garden ―across the alley.  

     Interestingly, most invasive plants spread by one of two methods that cause them to 

become weed-like in nature.   A weed is often defined as a plant growing where it is not 

desired.   Most invasive plants spread through vigorous growing underground roots and 

stems; while others readily spread by self-seeding.  Knowing which method a plant uses 

to spread can help one to better manage its distribution and keep the plant’s growth 

within bounds.     

     Sadly, some invasive plants originated as ornamentals and are now declared by the 

U.S. Department of Agriculture as noxious weeds.  A good share of the invasive plants 

that I have listed above are neither weeds nor noxious, but I certainly might classify some 

of them as being obnoxious!   

        Due to their extremely aggressive nature, a noxious weed is any plant designated by 

federal, state, or county government as injurious to public health, agriculture, recreation, 

wildlife or property.  Not so long ago, before it was declared a noxious weed, Rita and I 



had one such beautiful 

purple flowering plant 

growing in our flower 

border.  That plant, Lythrum 

salicaria L. is commonly 

known as loosestrife.  

Today, loosestrife is 

causing serious problems 

along natural waterways.  

In the summer, this noxious 

weed can readily be seen 

crowding the shores of the 

Platte River.  We destroyed 

our plant long ago, and I 

urge all other gardeners to 

do the same.  After all, it is 

the law!     

     Today, there are twelve plant species listed as noxious weeds in Nebraska.  All are 

considered invasive.  Furthermore, the Nebraska Weed Control Association has fifteen 

other troublesome invasive plants that are on the Nebraska Watch List.   For more 

information on noxious weeds and other invasive plants, I urge you to visit the web site 

http://www.neweed.org/weeds.htm   

    After saying, “I want that,” think twice before purchasing and planting new flowers 

this spring.  I urge you not to allow beautiful pictures in garden catalogs to cloud your 

thinking.  Invasive is a descriptive word that should cause all gardeners to take heed.  
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