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With traveling on the rise, so is the risk of bringing bed bugs home. In the last few years, the number of bed bugs brought 

into Extension offices for identification has increased.  

 

Bat bugs are also brought in. It is easy to confuse these two insects, making it important to have a positive identification 

made before attempting control.  

 

Bat and bed bugs are very similar in size and appearance. To tell them apart, they need to be viewed under a microscope 

to compare the length of some body hairs to the width of their eyes, along with other comparisons.  

 

I share this as a reminder of the importance of positively identifying any insect before attempting control. Correct 

identification saves money, increases control effectiveness, and helps avoid unnecessary insecticide applications.  

 

Bed bugs feed on humans and if not controlled their numbers and bites will increase, eventually making control more 

expensive and more involved. The risk of bed bugs spreading to the homes of friends or family members also increases.  

 

Bat bugs feed mainly on bats and are only noticed if bats are present and then controlled; or if bats leave the roost. 

Without their preferred host, bat bugs may go in search of a meal and then bite humans.  

 

If you find an insect you suspect is a bed bug or a bat bug, have it identified by a professional pest control operator or at a 

Nebraska Extension office. While neither bug is known to transmit diseases to humans, it is important to identify which is 

present as there is a vast difference in control methods.  

 

Bat bugs are prevented or controlled by excluding bats from the home. For information on excluding bats, go to 

extensionpubs.unl.edu website and search for ‘Bats in and Around Structures’.  

 

Eliminating bed bugs from the home is more involved and complicated and is often best done by a professional pest 

control operator.  

 

Homeowners do not want the expense of bed bug control if they have bat bugs. However, they do not want to aim control 

at bat bugs if they have bed bugs.  

 

Neither of these insects will just appear in a home or apartment. Bats must be present in the structure for bat bugs to be 

present. Bed bugs are usually moved from place to place by people.  

 

The most common ways bed bugs are brought in are by travelers bringing them home from infested hotel rooms, on used 

furniture, or by hitch hiking on clothing after a homeowner visits an infested home.  

 

To learn about bed bug prevention and more, the publication ‘Managing Bed Bugs’ is available at extensionpubs.unl.edu. 

A number of excellent resources are also available at douglas-sarpy.unl.edu and lancaster.unl.edu. 

 

If you have an insect you need identified or need help finding the above bed bug resources, contact your local Extension 

office or email kfeehan2@unl.edu.   
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With traveling on the rise, so is the risk of bringing bed bugs home. In the last few years, the number of bed bugs brought 

into Extension offices for identification has increased. Bat bugs are also brought in. It is easy to confuse these two insects, 

making it important to make a positive identification before attempting control. Bat and bed bugs are very similar in size 

and appearance. To tell them apart, they need to be viewed under a microscope to compare the length of body hairs to the 

width of their eyes, along with other comparisons. Correct identification saves money, increases control effectiveness, and 

helps avoid unnecessary insecticide applications. Homeowners do not want the time and expense of bed bug control if 

they have bat bugs. However, they do not want to aim control at bat bugs if they have bed bugs. If you have an insect that 

needs to be identified, or need control information, contact your local Extension office.   

 

Voles, which are small mice-like rodents, do not hibernate. All winter, they eat seeds as well as leaves and stems of 

grasses and occasionally roots and bulbs. The most economically harmful damage they do is feeding on and girdling 

young trees. Vole tunneling can also undermine retaining walls and cause them to collapse. Voles are often attracted to 

spilled bird seed, a favorite food. Removing or limiting this food source can help reduce vole populations. Also, keep 

weedy areas mowed and avoid deep mulch layers near trees. Clean up spilled bird seed on a regular basis or move bird 

feeders to areas less susceptible to vole damage, or easier to clean up areas such as over pavement. To reduce vole 

populations some, regular snap traps baited with peanut butter and birdseed will help if placed near trails. Birds or small 

pets can trapped with snap traps. To avoid this, use box traps instead or place snap traps inside pf pvc pipe.   

De-icing agents are sometimes needed on pavement for safety; but they can be harmful to plants and damage soil. One 

way to protect landscape plants is to use products with lower potential for damage such as the melting agent called 

calcium magnesium acetate or CMA for short. CMA is considered the safest de-icing product for use around pets and 

landscape plants. CMA is made from dolomitic limestone and acetic acid, which is the principal component of vinegar. 

Studies have shown this material has little impact on plants. Homeowners can also use products that improve footing on 

slick surfaces, like sand, sawdust, or cat litter. These can be used in place of traditional deicing products, or blended with 

them to improve traction and reduce the amount of deicer needed. If sodium chloride, also called rock salt, is used, avoid 

using too much and avoid shoveling snow that has sodium chloride in it onto planted areas.  

If there are small flying insects that look like fruit flies flying around houseplants, these are most likely fungus gnats and 

not than fruit flies. Adult fungus gnats do not feed on plants but mate and females lay eggs on the soil or potting mix. Tiny 

fungus gnat larvae feed mainly on soil fungus. In very high numbers, they might cause damage to plant roots. Fungus 

gnats thrive in plant soil that is continuously wet. The best control for fungus gnats is to avoid overwatering plants and 

allow soil to dry out between each watering. It is important to use containers with drainage holes and poor excess water 

out of the catch basin after each watering. Once a plant is infested, remove the plant from the soil, wash off the roots, and 

re-pot the plant in a clean container with a fresh, sterile potting mix. If needed, trap larvae with thin slices of raw potatoes 

placed on top of the soil. Discard the potatoes regularly to remove larvae. 

Wildlife damage continues during winter, as well as other seasons. We can often see damage caused by wildlife, but may 

be unsure of which critter is doing the damage. Without identifying the culprit, it is difficult to manage or stop wildlife 

damage. There is help available from Nebraska Extension. Go to the website wildlife.unl.edu. At this site, you will find a 

Nebraskan’s Guide to Wildlife. There are links for Damage Identification and Solutions; Wildlife Identification; Wildlife 

Diseases; and Wildlife Conservation. This information is provided by the partners Nebraska Extension, Nebraska One 

Health and Nebraska Game and Parks. Much of what you need to know about dealing with wildlife issues or wildlife 

conservation can be found at this research based UNL site. Again, that website is wildlife.unl.edu. Check it out for help 

with your wildlife questions.  

 


