
March 11: 4-H Council Meeting, 6 pm
March 17: Happy Hustler's Club Meeting, 2pm @ Dawes Co.
Extension Office
March 22: Clover Kid- Interactive Insect Workshop, 2-3:30pm @
Dawes Co. Fairgrounds
March 27: Chadron 5th Grade STEM Day
March 28: Chadron 7th Grade Leadership Skills
March 29: Office Closed



April 6-7: Panhandle Best Shooting Competition, Chadron
April 12: YQCA @ Dawes Co. Extension Office, 2-4 pm
April 14: Public Speaking Contest, 1 pm @ Performing Arts Center, Alliance
April 26: Office Closed
April 26: Service Project Workshop, 2-4 pm @ Dawes Co. Fairgrounds
May 17: YQCA @ Dawes Co. Extension Office 1-3 pm
May 20: Babysitting Workshop, 8:30-4 pm @ Dawes Co. Fairgrounds
May 23-24: Wilderness Wonders
May 27: Office Closed
May 30: (Tentative) Sheep & Goat Weigh-Ins @ Dawes Co. Fairgrounds

Deadline Dates:
March 15: Clover Kid- Interactive Insect Workshop Registration
April 5: Speech Contest Registration Form
April 22: Service Project RSVP
May 3: Wilderness Wonders Registrations
May 13: Babysitting Workshop Registrations





Dawes County 4-H will be participating in the Speech & Presentations Contest on Sunday, April 14,
2024 at 1 pm. This year it will be held in Box Butte County at the Performing Arts Center in Alliance,
NE.

This year's theme for the Public Service Announcement is "4-H is a Feeling".
In 2022, Box Butte, Dawes, Sheridan & Sioux counties combined contest to benefit the youth. We
will be combined again this year as well. We will be having separate awards.

Registration forms are due to the Dawes County Extension Office by April 5, 2024.

The Premier Communication Event and will be a two-day event held on the University of Nebraska-
Lincoln East Campus on Monday, June 17th & Tuesday, June 18th. For more information visit:
https://4h.unl.edu/premier-communication-event

Public-Speaking-Registration-2024.pdf

Download
238.8 KB

https://4h.unl.edu/premier-communication-event
https://www.smore.com/app/attachments/download/65de4f23e996c21ce0bb651a


An important activity for 4-H members is taking part in community service projects. These
projects give youth valuable opportunities to develop positive relationships in their community as
well as enhance personal growth and satisfaction.

In Dawes County, we will be having a Service Project Workshop on April 26th from 2-4 pm. Please
save the date in your calendars! All ages are invited to attend. We will be making seed packets for
our local teachers!

IN-PERSON TRAINING:
Kylin & Melissa are certified to teach face-to-face YQCA training.
The training will include hands on activities.
Dates face-to-face training will be offered:

April 12- 2:00- 4:00 pm, Chadron Extension Office
May 17 - 1:00-3:00 pm, Chadron Extension Office

Stay tuned to our Facebook page and Remind messages to see what other trainings we will have
scheduled



These are not listed on the registration link yet but should be soon. We will send a Remind
message when they have been posted!

To register, click the link below and log in with your 4honline info and register for the instructor-led
courses in Dawes County under the date you prefer.
https://yqca.learngrow.io/Account/Login

Nebraska 4-H requires all youth enrolled in livestock projects to complete annual quality
assurance training through Youth for the Quality Care of Animals (YQCA).

Youth enrolled in any of following projects or project areas will need to complete YQCA training;
Beef (bucket calf, feeder calf, breeding beef, market beef)
Dairy Cattle
Goat (breeding meat goat, dairy goat, meat goat)
Poultry
Rabbit
Sheep (breeding sheep, market sheep)
Swine (breeding swine, market swine)

There are 3 options to complete the YQCA requirements;
Web-Based Training (costs $12 per individual regardless of age)
Face-to-Face Training (costs $3 per individual regardless of age)
Testing Out (Intermediate -$36, Seniors-$48, not an option for juniors)

Test-out options are only available to youth in the first year of Intermediate (age 12) and Senior
(age 15) age levels.

In Dawes County, ALL youth wanting to show livestock at the county fair must complete YQCA by
June 15

4-H Online Enrollment & your $3 dues (paid to the office) are due June 15th!

Project Enrollment
Starting in the 2023-2024 program year, project selection is now optional. By successfully
completing the 4-H member enrollment by the June 15th deadline, youth will be eligible to
participate and exhibit in any project area, contest, county and state fairs. While project selection
is optional, it is encouraged for youth to select projects they are interested in exploring.
Please note:
o Youth are only eligible to exhibit in a project area or contest in a single county.
o Horse and shooting sports projects will continue to require project enrollment due to the
parental consent required to participate in these projects.

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fyqca.learngrow.io%2FAccount%2FLogin%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3vrE7VXxrE0zqSgbLP7kMvw5BOffOju5dUv5IKuOswKScPzR6eaijca24&h=AT0fuSN0kShJN4i0twxRK2sUFW3WVH0I6bOTjs0a_SSZYu5Npi0n0mVNEUXVwXxcLA7XYR1-yvHSgLSTJEfMImQRshTIvWNvBhd3BmZ52Lr83GsQdQxhmrF8LWwtt7O4ktVaWUyvaTfldozq1Plfri3IPBpwQz9xeeTa6Oei7zUIszRNBtyBh3LF1UK1Zo2tmt6OP_RVUDw1GBArVMaRPEUbdmlCU9FhhVg9vSYU09pEkTxemW09IzwT8ORQw0BtLqbo6lDxWZ987CEAi0HpBggF_JbaKr5XZjvaMa40rKakZ-fLDCNI8InkCXMpNBH147rJ2ZHvMW0e9CnD_C4h6c07aAJkFjHrn1MdpFGCTPOITKg4zFhqQ6_FX9ws225Eo7MIvN9TVoivPPrNRj8W2-Mo7mqj-jJjBl07PWlYiN84E-DANk0UTsJ7byGqQsFPRtoZUJvBPl35nZnHjkz-w8lDsqB_DgpQL-qwT-y53tz6BpLkc4iIpP54OL7ciFh9SVfYA8fewpUCMBzIG92OFPuGQZLwKFfmEq-5o6xuHUmD2x9ixE_7ZgbgPNDYCo-OMaQd6mKd7Qw47mtEr8YiJFi9zXPVQjIWVrBS4p1FDccNQm15CNoc4K7hS98jAOrHcw
http://yqca.org/


4-H Online

The intent of the scholarship is to assist women who live 3 or more hours drive from Lincoln but
wish to attend the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. Applicant must reside in Love Memorial
Cooperative Residence Hall on East Campus.
If you have questions email Gloria Turnbull at gloria.turnbull@windstream.net.

Application deadline: postmarked or email a PDF file no later than March 15, 2024.

Jarvis Application - 2024.pdf

Download
844.8 KB

The University of Nebraska – Lincoln Panhandle Research, Extension and Education Center will
again offer the “Panhandle Research, Extension and Education Center Student Scholarship.” Two
scholarships of $1000 each will be awarded. The application period will be open from March 1 to
April 15, 2024.
To apply for the scholarship visit https://ssp.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_5C05tjKSe78aTUq. Along
with filling out the online form a letter of recommendation must also be submitted and emailed to
dmccarthy2@unl.edu. The email subject line should be “2024 Scholarship Recommendation Letter
(Insert Name of Student).” The application will be considered incomplete without the letter.
Applicants must meet the following criteria:

Have attended high school in the Panhandle of Nebraska in one of the following counties:
Banner, Blaine, Box Butte, Cherry, Cheyenne, Dawes, Deuel, Garden, Grant, Hooker, Kimball,
Morrill, Scotts Bluff, Sheridan, Sioux, and Thomas

Be attending any of the Nebraska University Campuses, including Nebraska College of
Technical Agriculture.
Majoring in Agronomy, Ag Economics, Animal Science, Vet Science, Agriculture Technology,
or a related degree emphasizing agriculture.
Be a graduating high school senior or in the first or second year of study.

Awards will be chosen by May 1, and applicants will be notified via email if selected.

For more information or questions, contact Deidra McCarthy at dmccarthy2@unl.edu or 308-632-
1230.

https://4honline.com/#/user/sign-in
mailto:gloria.turnbull@windstream.net
https://www.smore.com/app/attachments/download/65e0ed5d165b381f178ce183
https://ssp.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_5C05tjKSe78aTUq
mailto:dmccarthy2@unl.edu
mailto:dmccarthy2@unl.edu


We are working on finalizing summer events for 2024! Be on the lookout in April for a finalized
brochure!

Below are a couple save the date flyers for summer events. Remember, some of our Dawes County
4-H Workshops do have registration limits. Please register ASAP if your child is wanting to attend.
Also, please let us know ASAP if your child is registered and CANNOT attend so we can have
another child take his/her place.

Enter CSI: Predator vs. Prey... On May 23rd, from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm camp will be offered for youth
going into 3rd-5th grade. On May 24th, from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm it will be offered for 5-7 year olds.
Both camps are $40 each.

Registrations are due May 3rd to the Dawes County Extension Office! We must have the form and
payment for registration.

https://www.smore.com/app/attachments/download/65d52919a9ce57faace475ea
https://www.smore.com/app/attachments/download/65d52919a9ce57faace475ea


2024 Wilderness Wonders Camp Flyer-Registration.pdf

Download
2.7 MB

Increase your leadership skills by attending this two day camp at Cedar Point near Ogallala,
Nebraska. Youth from all over the Panhandle will come together to gain new leadership skills. The
fee for the camp is $80. Please reach out to Melissa Mracek at mmracek2@unl.edu if you have any
questions.

https://www.smore.com/app/attachments/download/65d52919a9ce57faace475ea
https://www.smore.com/app/attachments/download/65d52919a9ce57faace475ea
mailto:mmracek2@unl.edu


A high school member looking to increase your leadership skills even more? Join us for Next
Level LOG N Camp. Youth in grades 8-9 grade will have the opportunity to travel to Lincoln
(transportation provided) for an ultimate leadership experience. This three day camp will only cost
$75! Youth will also get to see campus besides learning about different ways they can impact their
community and participating in a very cool Challenge Course. Contact Melissa Mracek at
mmracek2@unl.edu for more details.

mailto:mmracek2@unl.edu






First Baby of February
Jr. Leaders along with our new
4-H Assistant, Kylin, delivered
the donations to the First Baby
of February. Thanks to all who
donated!

On Friday, February 9th, a few
of our 4-H kids delivered thank
you gifts to our local fair
sponsors and handed out our

On Friday, February 9th, a few
of our 4-H kids delivered thank
you gifts to our local fair
sponsors and handed out our



new Special Edition
newspapers!

new Special Edition
newspapers!

First Baby of February
Baby Theo was the First Baby
Born in February for 4-H Month!
He was welcomed with a gift
basket

Morgan Schommer
Attended Omaha Fashion
Week
32 youth were selected to
participate in the 4-H
collection of Omaha Fashion
Week and Dawes County's
Morgan Schommer was
included! Congratulations
Morgan!

Morgan Schommer at
Omaha Fashion Week

Happy Hustlers- February
Meeting
Levi Penaluna demonstrated
how to dehydrate apples and
Cody Penaluna demonstrated
how to make roses with
leather

Remind

http://remind.com/join/4hdawes


Kylin Munger, 4-H Assistant
kmunger2@unl.edu

Melissa Mracek, 4-H Educator
mmracek2@unl.edu

Chelsey Scherbarth, Office Manager
chelsey.scherbarth@unl.edu

Ashley Ahrens, Food, Nutrition & Health Educator, Dawes County Lead Educator
agoad2@unl.edu

Nebraska Extension Dawes County

Email: dawes-county@unl.edu
Website: northernpanhandle.unl.edu
Location: Chadron NE USA

mailto:kmunger2@unl.edu
mailto:mmracek2@unl.edu
mailto:chelsey.scherbarth@unl.edu
mailto:agoad2@unl.edu
mailto:dawes-county@unl.edu
https://northernpanhandle.unl.edu/
https://maps.google.com/?q=Chadron,+NE+69337,+USA&ftid=0x877b6e0fa91a1ad3:0xb5926242e0708989


Phone: 308-432-3373
Facebook: facebook.com/UNLDawesCounty

Chelsey Scherbarth
Chelsey is creating newsletters using smore
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