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Mar. 26

March 8 - County BB Gun
Competition
March 8 - Beef Weigh-In
March 9 - 4-H Council Meeting
March 10 - Inventure Day
March 29 - Air Rifle/Pistol Contest
April 6 - Premeir Communication
Contest

Important Dates
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IMPORTANT 2026 BEEF WEIGH-IN DATE -
Due to scale troubles, beef weigh in has been
POSTPONED to Sunday, March 8th from 1:30 p.m.
- 3:30 p.m. at the Central City Vet Clinic.
*Trailers must be in line by 3:15 p.m. to be weighed.

2026 Special Garden Project
The Special Garden Project is open to all youth of
4-H age and will give them the opportunity to learn
about growing, harvesting, and exhibiting this
unique flower. The Special Garden Project lets 4-H
members try their had at growing unusual
vegetables, flowers, and herbs. The 2026 plant will
be the ALUMNIA VANILLA CREAM
MARIGOLD. 

https://4h.unl.edu/


In August of 2025, the Hamilton County
Commissioners approved a new Extension
Office to be built on the Hamilton County
Fairgrounds. We are excited to show you the
progress and have you follow along. This new
building will allow us so many more
opportunities to continue growing our
incredible 4-H program! 

Spring Rabbit Show

4-H Broiler Project
Orders are now open for the 2026 4-H
Broiler Project featuring Cornish Cross
broilers - a fast-growing meat bird that
matures in just 6-8 weeks. Birds must be
ordered through the Hamilton County
Extension Office, with a minimum of 5 birds
per exhibitor or family. Cost is $2.80/bird
(price may vary slightly). Orders close
Monday, March 16  at NOON. th

https://go.unl.edu/26broilers

The 4-H Spring Rabbit Show will be held on
Saturday, March 14, 9 a.m. at the Sandhills
Global Event Center - South Hall. Open to all
youth ages 8-18, with a Clover Kid class for
youth ages 5-7. This is a great opportunity for
youth to connect with other 4-Her’s about the
rabbit 4-H project, and to learn and practice
showmanship. Rabbit quiz and breed
identification contests are free for youth to
enter! Knowledge contests are also open to
adults for a minimal fee. To get more
information, visit
https://lancaster.unl.edu/4h/rabbitspring-
show.  Questions? Contact Kate Pulec at
kpulec3@unl.edu or 402-441-7180.

Communications
Contest

Mark your calendars for the 2026 Hamilton
County Communications Contest - April 6th,
2026 at 6:00 p.m. in the Ag Building (Hamilton
County Fairgrounds). To register, visit
https://go.unl.edu/26hccom or scan the QR code.

Additional information or
resources may be found at
https://4h.unl.edu/premier-

communication-event-contests

Public Service Announcements and Video
Communications need to be emailed to

bbonifas4@unl.edu by Noon on Monday, April 6th.

https://go.unl.edu/26broilers
https://lancaster.unl.edu/4h/rabbit-spring-show
https://lancaster.unl.edu/4h/rabbit-spring-show
https://lancaster.unl.edu/4h/rabbit-spring-show
https://lancaster.unl.edu/4h/rabbit-spring-show
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1OGr0JrePik0Q1bxLrIwl1iM0Yk-JijKeRLwUSDvwQKc/preview


4-H Club Updates

There will be Air Rifle and Air Pistol practices on
March 15th and March 22nd. 

The Air Rifle and Air Pistol fair competition will be
on March 29th at 2 pm with a 1:30 check-in.

BB Gun has practice March 2nd. 
The BB Gun fair competition will be on March 8th

at 2 pm with 1:30 check-in.

Outdoor Skills will follow the BB competition with
a Bow Hunter presentation approximately 4:00 -

4:30 pm.

First shooter practice for .22 rifle and .22 pistol will
be on March 23rd at 5 pm. Youth must be 10 years

of age and had a year of BB or Air Rifle to be
eligible. Practices will be every Monday evening for

both disciplines.

Christi Aycock
Club President

Shooting Sports



4-H aged Youth
Mus be enrolled 

in 4-H for the year 
to attend. To enroll visit     

4-Honline.com

Get hands-on with plants in this fun 4-H workshop where participants
learn how to design and build their own terrarium. Youth will explore basic

plant needs, soil layers, and care techniques while creating a mini
ecosystem to take home and grow. 

To Register, scan the QR Code or visit
https://go.unl.edu/hamcoterrariums

Cost: $25
Registration is DUE by March 9th.

Payment can be made by exact cash
or check made out to UNL and is due

prior to the workshop.
Minimum of 4 and a maximum of 10

Participants Per Class

Spring Break 
Terrarium Workshop

March 12  or March 19  th th

9:30 AM -11:30 AM 
Hamilton County Fairgrounds 4-H Building

Questions? Contact the Extension
Office at 402-694-6174

This activity is funded through Nebraska Extension-Hamilton County 1111 13th St Ste 6, Aurora NE. The 4-H Youth Development program abides
with the nondiscrimination policies of the University of Nebraska-Lincoln and the United States Department of Agriculture.
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ProjectArea NominationRequirements 
EID Tag, DNA Envelope & animal

information submitted online via Show Stock
Manager database.

Tattoo or identification type that is accepted 
by the breed association***, DNA Envelope 
& animal information submitted online via 

Show Stock Manager database. 
Tattoo OR EID Tag, DNA Envelope & animal 
information submitted online via Show Stock 

Manager database. 
EID Tag, DNA Envelope & animal

information submitted online via Show Stock
Manager database. 

EID Tag, DNA Envelope & animal 
information submitted online via Show Stock 

Manager database. 
EID Tag, DNA Envelope & animal 

information submitted online via Show Stock
Manager database. 

Scrapie Tag, DNA Envelope & animal 
information submitted online via Show Stock 

Manager database. 
Scrapie Tag, DNA Envelope & animal

information submitted online via Show Stock 
Manager database. 

Scrapie Tag, DNA Envelope & animal 
information submitted online via Show Stock 

Manager database. 
Scrapie Tag, DNA Envelope & animal 

information submitted online via Show Stock 
Manager database. 

No nomination required. Rabbits will be 
required to have an ear tattoo by the show 

entry deadline. 
No nomination required. Refer to the 

Nebraska State Fair Open Class Entry Book 
for ID requirements. 

Nomination
Deadline 

2026 4-H State Fair Animal Nomination/IdentificationRequirements 

 
Entry Deadline 

August 10 

Market
Swine*

Breeding
Swine* 

FeederCalf 

MarketSheep

Breeding 
Sheep 

MarketGoats

Breeding 
Goats 

Rabbits & 
Poultry 

Dairy Cattle 

MarketBeef*

Registered 
Breeding Beef 

Commercial
BreedingBeef 

------ 

------ 

June 15 

June 15 

June 15 

June 15 

June 15 

June 15 

June 15 

June 15 

June 15 

June15

August 10 

August 10
 

August 10
 

August 10
 

August 10
 

August 10
 

August 10 

August 10 

August 10 

August 10

8:00 PM CST

8:00 PM CST

8:00 PM CST

8:00 PM CST

8:00 PM CST

8:00 PM CST

8:00 PM CST

8:00 PM CST

8:00 PM CST

8:00 PM CST

8:00 PM CST

Refer to the Nebraska 
State Fair website. 

*Review individual fairbooks for registered animal requirements as there are additional items required to be exhibited in a breed classat
State Fair, but not to be nominated. 

**The Nomination Deadline is when all tagging is to be finished, animal information should be submitted online via the Show Stock
Manager database, DNA collected and complete DNA Envelopes should be in the possession of the County Extension Offices. 

***Registered heifer identification must correspond with the registration paper. 



Revised 12/2024 

Family Responsibilities: 

 
The registration papers must show the exhibitor’s name or a co-

owner who is an immediate member of the exhibitor’s family and is listed with the online nomination in
Show Stock Manager. Family farm or ranch names will not be accepted. 

County Staff Responsibilities: 

will not be accepted as a form 

Every animal nomination (this includes all breeding animals 
and feeder calves) will require a DNA submission.
completed the onlinenominationwithpaymentin
EID tag will requiretheexhibitortoobtainaPremisesID.Contactthelocal Extension Office for details. (It is
recommended thatyoumakeacopyoraphotoimageofthecompletedenvelope you turn into your county.)
Exhibitors will berequiredtocompleteYouthfortheQualityCareofAnimals (YQCA) certificate by August 10.
Exhibitors will confirmthattheeartattooand/oridentificationtagmatches the animal nomination submitted by
June 15 for confirmationoflegibilityand/oraccuracy.
Exhibitors will notifytheCountyExtensionStaffofanyretagsthatmayoccur up to time of check-in at the State
Fair.
Exhibitors will selectwhichanimalnominationstheyhavechosentoshow at State Fair on the State Fair entry
website by August 10.Allnominatedandvalidatedanimalswillbeautomatically listed as a choice option for
entry registration.
Exhibitors will be requiredtobringthebreedregistrationassociationpaperwork to check-in at State Fair for 

 

ShowStockManager 

1.
2.
3.

4.
5.

6.

7.

8.

Additional Information 

County offices can accept paper ID sheets for their own record keeping but these 
of identification for State Fair. 
There are entry limits for each of the individual species. Exhibitors cannot exhibit more than the following for 
each species to State Fair: Beef (5), Swine (6), Sheep (4), Goat (4), Poultry (6), Rabbit (6). 

1. Submit an 840 EID tag order for beef and swine animal projects.
2. Schedule and publish weigh-in and/or tagging dates if offered in your county.
3. Request, distribute and collect DNA collectors for families. 840 EID tags should not be distributed without the 

premise ID being recorded in 4H Online. It is optional but recommended to record on the DNA envelope. 
4. Inform families of the Youth for the Quality Care of Animals (YQCA) training options available to them (in 

person and online). 
5. Collect all beef, swine, lamb, and goat DNA envelopes by June 15. Families will submit payment online in Show 

Stock Manager. Copy all DNA envelopes for your county records and mail all completed DNA envelopes to the
Nebraska State Fair office by June 22. 

6. Remind families to confirm that the ear tattoo and/or identification tag matches the animal nomination submitted 
by June 15 for confirmation of legibility and/or accuracy. 

7. Collect Premises ID numbers from exhibitors and input those into 4H Online.
8. Review and validate all online livestock nominations in Show Stock Manager for each exhibitor by July 1.
9. Input nomination edits in to Show Stock Manager for your families. Edits will be corrected by the Show 

Coordinator. For retags, directly notify Brandy Schulze bschulze@unl.edu and/or input the change in Show Stock
Manager. 

10. Inform families that all nominations have been validated and are available for entry at the Nebraska State Fair 
entry website https://www.statefair.org/ when the system is open. 

Exhibitors will berequiredtoenrollin4-HbytheJune15statewideenrollment deadline.
Exhibitors will reviewtheirspeciesfairbooks.
Exhibitors showingmarketand/orbreedingbeef,feedercalves,marketand/or breeding swine, market and/or
breeding sheep ormarketand/orbreedinggoatsatStateFairmusthaveasigned and sealed official DNA 
envelope with hairsamplesforDNAverification.

DNAmustbeturned into their county office and have 
 by June 15. Any animal carrying an 840 

animalswanting to showinabreedclass.

•
•

mailto:bschulze@unl.edu
https://www.statefair.org/

