Boyd County 4-H Council Meeting Minutes
March 5, 2026

The March 5, 2026 meeting of the Boyd County 4-H Council was called to order by President Christi Roth at 7:30pm. Members present and the club that they represent were Tricia Hipke - Busy Beavers 4-H Club; Nancy Ruda - Jolly 17 4-H Club; Christi Roth and Emma Vogt - Niobrara Ramblers 4-H Club; Denise Hausmann and Tami Disterhaupt - Riverview Livestock 4-H Club; Debra Walnofer - Extension 4-H Assistant and Donna Bernt - Office Manager. Tricia and Christi also represent the Boyd County Shooting Sports Club.

The minutes from the January 20, 2026, meeting were approved by a motion made by Tricia, second by Tami. All voted in favor. Motion carried.

Treasurer's Report
Nancy Ruda reported that the balance in the checking account is $5172.40

Past Meetings and Activities
January
20: 4-H Council Meeting - Butte
February
Nebraska 4-H Member Month
3: DUE: Special Garden Seeds 
7-8: Wayne County 4-H & NRA Sectional Air Rifle Invitational, Carroll
23: Face to Face YQCA Training, O’Neill
March
1: STRONGLY ENCOURAGED: 4-H Enrollment - Clover Kids, 4-H Members, and
4-H Leaders - Moved to March 9 due to shutdown of 4honline
5: Boyd County 4-H Council Meeting, Butte 

Old Business
· End of Year Reports - Treasurer Report, Financial Plan, & Inventory Reports for Clubs & Council that were due on January 31 have been submitted to the office.
· 2025 Insurance - Nancy reported that all 2025 insurance has been collected.
· 4-H Enrollment Incentive Winners - This deadline has been moved to March 9 due to 4honline shutdown
· 4-H T Shirts - Tricia Hipke reported that she will have the t-shirt order form open up again this summer
· 4HOnline Enrollment - 4HOnline is now back open for enrollment 
· Volunteer Background Checks - All volunteers enrolling will need to complete the orientation. 
· Special Garden and Special Agronomy Seeds have been ordered. Debra handed out the Special Garden seeds. The Special Agronomy Seeds have not arrived yet.
· February - 4-H Member Month in Nebraska - Debra reported that February is now 4-H Member Month.
· Holt Boyd 4-H Communications Event - Entries will be due on Fairwire from March 30 - April 7. The contest will be held on April 12 at 5:00pm at Holt County Courthouse Annex, O’Neill. Next year this event will be held in Boyd County.
· Herdsmanship - Some examples were handed out. If anyone has ideas, please let the Herdsmanship Committee know.
· Fair Theme - The Boyd County Fair Board has decided “250 Years of American Pride” as the theme for this year.
· 2026 Club Rotation Schedule - Jamboree - Riverview Livestock

· Horse Level Dates - Debra stated that Kylee Whitehill and herself will present the Horse Level Training. They will see who has enrolled in horse and set up dates accordingly. 
· Awards and Plaques - Christi has sent out letters with a March 15 deadline. 


New Business
· YQCA Face to Face Trainings will be held on March 9, 6:30pm - FFA Classroom, Boyd County School, Spencer; May 18, 7:00pm - Holt Co Annex, O’Neill; and June 2, 9:00am - Holt Co Annex, O’Neill
· 2026 Budget - Discussion was held on the budget. Motion was made by Tami, second by Tricia, to approve a 2026 Budget of $8785.00
· Fair Book Changes - Debra went over the 2026 Fair Book changes.
· Fair Board Meeting - The next Fair Board Meeting will be on March 24, 7:00pm. They are asking the public for help. They need both fair board members and people to step up and help with the fair. 
· Next Meeting - It was decided to have a meeting on April 30 at 7:30pm for the Herdsmanship Committee to present their final draft so that it can be presented to the Fair Board for them to vote upon.
· Nathan Gillaspie suggested that we take a photo with the bidder at the auction. He also suggested the we maybe keep the livestock for another day. Discussion was held. 

Coming Meetings and Activities
March
9: Face-to-Face YQCA Training, 6:30pm - FFA Classroom, Boyd County School, Spencer
14-15: Nebraska State 4-H BB Gun & Air Rifle Championships, Kimball
21: Nebraska 4-H Shooting Sports Instructor Update, Bloomfield
21-22: Nebraska 4-H Shooting Sports Instructor Certification, Bloomfield
April
11: Nebraska 4-H Shooting Sports Instructor Update, Broken Bow
11-12: Nebraska 4-H Shooting Sports Instructor Certification, Broken Bow
May
18: Face-to-Face YQCA Training, 7:00pm - Holt County Annex, O’Neill
27-29: Nebraska 4-H Premier Animal Science Event, Lincoln
June
2: LAST Face-to-Face YQCA Training, 9:00am - Holt County Annex, O’Neill
12: 4-H Rabbit Tattooing, 9:00am-4:00pm, Holt Co Annex, O’Neill. Rabbit tattooing by appointment in Boyd County.
13: Holt County Shooting Sports Invitational, Holt County Fair Grounds, Chambers
15: DUE: All Animal ID Sheets
16-17: Premier Communication Event, University of Nebraska–Lincoln East Campus
July
1: DUE: Clover Kid, 4-H Member and 4-H Leader Insurance paid to office
11-15: State 4-H Horse Expo, Grand Island 
6: DUE: ALL Pre-Fair Day Entries - Shopping in Style - Modeling and Static Exhibits, Sewing Construction, Modeling, Narratives, and Contest Entries (Horticulture, FCS, Talent, Table Setting, and Culinary Challenge)
6: DUE: 4-H, Clover Kid and FFA Boyd County Fair Entries (all animals, stall and static entries)
6: DUE: Youth for Quality Care of Animals Yearly Training/Testing (Must be completed to exhibit meat animals)


6: DUE: Boyd County Fair Stalls/Pens/Cages Requests
6: DUE: Horse Levels (Must be completed to exhibit)
13: Boyd County Pre-Fair Day, St. Mary’s Catholic Church Social Hall, Spencer
16: DUE: Boyd County 4-H Bucket Calf, Bottle Lamb, and Bottle Goat Record Books (in office by 4:00 pm or at turn in at Fair Set-Up Night)
16: Fair Set-Up Night, Spencer
21: Boyd County Fair Entry Day
21-25: Boyd County Fair, Spencer
August
10: Nebraska State Fair - In Person and Animal Entries Due 
24-25: Due: 4-H State Fair Exhibits due in the office
28-September 7: Nebraska State Fair, Grand Island
October
1: DUE: Clover Kid Record Books, Achievement Award Application, Diamond Clover Awards, Club of Excellence, Outstanding 4-H’er Career Award, Leader/Member Certificates in County Office
November
1: Boyd County 4-H Jamboree - Host - Riverview Livestock 4-H Club

Adjourn
Motion was made by Nancy, second by Denise, to adjourn. All voted in favor and motion carried.
