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Want to stay up-do-date via text messages? Contact Andrea to

sign up for our Remind App system!

Contact Information
Nebraska Extension in Cherry County

365 N Main St. Suite 3
Valentine, NE 69201

Visit our website
Follow us on Facebook

Michelle Garwood, 4-H Educator
mgarwood3@unl.edu

402-376-1850

Calendar of Events
UPCOMING DUE DATES (Bold=Local)
April 11 - CEA Contest Pre-Entry Deadline
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May 1 - Cherry Co. 4-H Council Project & Club Grants
May 15 - Summer Sign-Up Deadline
June 1 - Livestock & Horse ID Forms
June 15 - 4-H Enrollment Deadline
June 15 - State Fair Livestock Nomination Deadline
June 30 - Clothing & Special Foods Contest Pre-Entry Forms
July 14 - Pre-Fair Entry Forms, YQCA, and Horse Levels

LOCAL EVENTS
* = open to Clover Kids ages 5-7
April 11 - *Jr. Robotics @ Ext. O�ce, 3:45-5:15 pm CT
April 12 - Sandhills Production Meeting @ VHS, 3:30-5:30 pm CT (Cody/Kilgore date coming soon)
April 14 - *CEA Contest @ Valentine Methodist Church, 5:00 pm CT
April 17-21 - Volunteer Week Zoom Lunch & Learn Sessions
April 18 - *Jr. Robotics @ Ext. O�ce, 3:45-5:15 pm CT
April 25 - *Jr. Robotics @ Ext. O�ce, 3:45-5:15 pm CT
May 1 - *Barn Quilt Kick Off Parent Meeting @ Ext. O�ce, 12:00-1:00 pm CT
May 20 - Thrift Store Challenge Field Trip (Upcycling Garments) to Rapid City
May 22 - Babysitting Basics Class @ Valentine, 8:30-4:30 CT
May 23 - *Niobrara Council Summer Camp Pre-K @ Valentine
May 24-25 - *Niobrara Council Summer Camp Grades K-1 @ Valentine
May 30 - *Livestock Judging Contest & Clinic @ Cherry Co. Fairgrounds, 9:00 am
May 30 - YQCA @ Cherry Co. Fairgrounds, 1:00 pm CT
May 31-June 1 - Regional LOG-N Leadership for Grades 5-7 @ Valentine
June 5-18 - Cherry Co. CWF Trip
June 5-6 - Design Camp @ Valentine
June 7 - *4-H Leads Summer Reading Program @ Valentine Library, 10:00-11:00 am
June 7 - *Clover Kid College @ Ext. O�ce, 1:00-5:00 pm
June 8 - Babysitting Basics Class @ Cody TBD, 8:30 am - 4:30 pm MT
June 9-10 - Heart City Cattle Battle w/ Showmanship & Fitting Clinics @ Cherry Co. Fairgrounds (not a
4-H sponsored event)
June 12 - Clothing 1 and Shopping in Style/Modeling Workshop @ Valentine, time TBD
June 13 - *Dog & Small Animal Workshops @ Valentine, TBD
June 14 - *4-H Leads Summer Reading Program @ Valentine Library, 10:00-11:00 am
June 15 - *Sign Workshops with Joanna Connot @ Cody & Valentine, TBD
June 19-23 - Missoula Children's Theater (not a 4-H sponsored event)
June 26-27 - Niobrara Council Summer Camp Grades 4-5 @ Valentine
June 28-29 - Niobrara Council Summer Camp Grades 2-3 @ Valentine
July 6-11 - Potential Photography, Foods, and Horticulture Workshops, TBA
July 12 - YQCA and *Clover Kid College @ Kilgore, TBD
July 13 - Clothing & Textiles Judging Day @ Ext. O�ce
July 17-18 - Mech Tech Field Trip (Tentative) for STEM & Robotics
July 19 - *Robotics Exploration Day @ Cody, 8:00-11:00 am MT
July 19 - *Clover Kid College @ Cody, 12:00-4:00 pm MT
July 20 - Special Foods Day & Cupcake Wars Contests @ Valentine, TBD
August 4-5 - Cherry Co. Fair Shooting Sports Contests
August 8-13 - Cherry Co. Fair 4-H Events

HIGHLIGHTED REGIONAL/STATE/NATIONAL EVENTS
May 22-June 8 - Tractor Safety Training (various locations/options)



New - summer sign up form for 2023!
Our summer dates are almost set! We are going to try something NEW
this year to help all of us plan. There will be a special form available on
May 1 with ALL summer learning experiences listed. Please mark
everything you hope to attend and return the form to the Extension
O�ce by May 15. Any workshops fees are due upon arrival at the event unless otherwise stated.

Some events are highlighted in this newsletter. Additional events will be highlighted with the release of
the sign up form. Let us know if you have any questions on items on the current calendar. A few items
are still in development such as horse practices/clinics, dog practices, and shooting sports practices.

May 25 - NCTA Animal Science Day
June 11-16 - Big Red Academic Camps (High School) @ Lincoln, NE
June 19-21 - State 4-H Youth Leadership Conference @ Camp Comeca
June 21-22 - PASE (Premier Animal Science Event) @ Lincoln, NE
June 23 - State Presentation & Speech Contest @ Lincoln, NE
June 27 - Agronomy Youth Field Day @ Curtis, NE
July 15-19 - State 4-H Horse Expo @ Grand Island

4-H enrollment open, all volunteers MUST
do DHHS screening this year in Cherry
Co.!
Anyone participating in activities (Quilts of Valor, CWF, robotics, etc.)
MUST re-enroll immediately, along with any active volunteers.
Enrollment stays open through June 15 and you can add and drop
projects during that open time. Don't forget that you must pay your
$5 enrollment fee to the Extension O�ce for the process to be
complete. Plus, it's always best to work on your projects year-round,
so don't hesitate to get started! VOLUNTEERS - PLEASE NOTE
THAT IN 2023, CHERRY COUNTY IS DUE IN THE 5 YEAR ROTATION
FOR ALL VOLUNTEERS TO DO A NEW BACKGROUND CHECK
THROUGH DHHSS.

Cherry County 4-H Council welcomes several new leaders!
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Grant money available for youth projects and
clubs
The Cherry County 4-H Council has youth project grants and club grants
available! Please see https://extension.unl.edu/.../cherry-county-4-h-
resources/ for more information and an application form. Applications
are due May 1. Youth who receive funding for a project are expected to have a presentation board at
the 2023 Achievement Day in the fall.

NEW age of eligibility for 4-H State Fair
contests!
From the Nebraska State 4-H O�ce

With each new State Fair season, brings new possibilities and
opportunities for 4-H families in Nebraska. The opportunity for 4-H to continue having its own
weekend allows more �exibility for new events, entry limits, schedules, and space. We want to continue
to take advantage of that!

As part of that process, we continue to explore age eligibility requirements for State Fair participation.
After garnering user input, researching data from other events/shows/states, and looking that overall
impact on youth development, the decision has been made to change the age of eligibility in 2023 to
be 9 years of age before January 1 (of the current year) for all in-person events (livestock, contests,
fashion shows)

The 4-H Council is here to serve YOU! Be sure to visit with members about ideas or suggestions you
have for Cherry County 4-H. These individuals help lead committees, organize the annual Luck of the
Draw fundraiser, play multiple roles at Fair and year-round events, handle decisions/issues related to
the program, manage the program budget, and much more. We are pleased to announce that our two
youth rep seats are �lled this year!!! Youth ages 14 and up can run for 1-year terms.
President- Connor Barnes
Vice President - Sherry Slagowski
Treasurer- Laura Willert
Secretary- Hope Ramm
Additional members: Melanie Radant, Tami Danielski, Shalee Arendt, Katie Garwood, Billy Weller, Bodell
Bachelor, Amanda Jones
Youth Members: Wesley Willert and Jocelyn Jordan

CWF sign up for 2025!
We are actively seeking more youth to enroll in the CWF 2025 cohort,
and some youth are already fundraising for this trip. If you know of
someone who will be 14 by June of 2025, have them get involved in
this once-in-a-lifetime experience! The trip costs approximately
$3,000, so we encourage youth to start fundraising as soon as
possible. Simply contact the o�ce at 402-376-1850 to enroll. Youth
do NOT need to be current 4-H members.

https://extension.unl.edu/statewide/cherry/cherry-county-4-h-resources/?fbclid=IwAR1Ps4KZIm3nofGkkS4m_zI5dOoKmI2qIg1YyiDrBM3SPx1LhLxHri6XuXE
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More information will be forthcoming.

Please note, this change applies to State 4-H contests. The eligible age range for 4-H project
enrollment is still 8-18, as of January 1. Clover Kids must be 5-7 years of age as of January 1.

Communications & Expressive Arts Contest
April 14, 2023
The annual Communications and Expressive Arts Contest will start at
5:00 pm CT at Valentine Methodist Church on April 14. 4-H leader, Angie
Jordan, is willing to help edit your speech, give you pointers, etc. if you
set up an appointment with her: 402-322-1233. Don’t forget, there is a local cowboy poetry category
too! The PSA theme for 2023 is "Discover Your Spark in Nebraska 4-H" and the �nal electronic copy of
your PSA must be e-mailed as a MP3 �le to mgarwood3@unl.edu by April 11. All entry forms are also
DUE April 11. See the Cherry Co. 4-H website for entry forms and a set of guidelines, or stop in the
Extension O�ce for a copy.

Plan Your Year with the 4-H Diamond
Clover Program
Want to learn how to start the Diamond Clover program for 2023??
Visit https://4h.unl.edu/diamond-clover and talk to Michelle! It's a
great way to plan out your 4-H year and goals and take better
advantage of everything 4-H has to offer (camps, after school,
online, clubs, school enrichment, traditional clubs, etc.). Levels 4-6
are perfect for youth wanting to plan their own service projects and
grow leadership skills. And after working your way through the 6
levels, you earn a Diamond Clover pin!

NEW for 2023!!! State Presentations Contest combined with
State Speech June 23
The Nebraska State 4-H Presentations Contest will partner with the State 4-H Public Speaking Contest
to create a combined state-level communications event – this event will be called the Premier
Communication Event and will be held on the University of Nebraska-Lincoln East Campus on Friday,
June 23, 2023.

Quali�cation will be similar to previous years and will be outlined in our county CEA guidelines.
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Barn Quilt Kick Off Parent Meeting
Join us at lunch to learn about making quilts without sewing a stitch! We
have traditionally offered this project in an ongoing "lab" setting during
the summer with leader, Rhonda Cherry. Meet at the Extension O�ce
from 12-1 on May 1 to discuss scheduling, supplies, techniques, and
possible pattern choices. Barn Quilts come in different sizes and Clover
Kids are welcome! Families are responsible for purchasing paint and the
4-H Council provides the other materials.
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Babysitting Basics Classes
Want to start a new business venture this summer or boost your
con�dence to help out with your younger siblings? Become a UNL
Extension Certi�ed Babysitter through this course that covers the basics
from safety to nutrition and age-appropriate activities. There will be an option to become certi�ed in
CPR and First Aid at a later date, if interested. This class is for ages 12 to 18. The class will be taught
all in one day with two chances to join the fun.
May 22 @ the Extension O�ce, 8:30 am - 4:30 pm
June 8 @ Cody/Kilgore site TBD, 8:30 am - 4:30 pm MT
Watch for the summer sign up form coming May 1 to register for this activity. This class is free.

Thrift Store Challenge Field Trip to Rapid
City May 20
Upcycling and vintage are all the rage! Did you know there is a 4-H
project for that? Kick off the summer with a day trip to Rapid City to
explore hidden treasures in thrift stores and dream up ways to
upcycle or style your �nds. This trip will be open for ages 8-18 and
adult chaperones are encouraged. Register for this event on the
Summer Sign Up form coming May 1. Families will be responsible for
meals and garment purchases. Carpooling will be arranged or
families may choose to travel on their own.

Important Livestock Info!
Are you planning to take the Sandhills Production project for any
species in 2023? There will be an informational meeting on April 12
from 3:30-5:30 pm (come and go as you can) in Mr. Nollette's room
at Valentine High School. Please contact the Extension O�ce by
that time if you plan to take this project in the Cody-Kilgore area so
we can coordinate a second meeting time out West.
Parents/guardians/leaders are encouraged to attend with the
youth.

Be sure to stop into the o�ce soon to get Livestock ID forms (also
available on our website) and ear tags for market animals. If you are
planning to compete at State Fair, please let us know and pick up e-
ID tags and DNA envelopes.

Sharpen your skills at the annual Livestock Clinic & Judging
Contest on May 30. Doug Smith from NCTA will be our clinician
again this year. The day will begin at 9:00 am at the Cherry County
Fairgrounds. Clover Kids and adults are welcome! After Judging,
there will be an in-person YQCA class at 1:00 pm at the Fairgrounds.

YQCA is required each year for all youth ages 8-18 enrolled in
Li t k j t (i l di P lt d R bbit) Y t k th
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Changes to the Horse program were in the last newsletter -

basically there are no longer District Contests. The Cherry Co.

4-H Horse Packet will be coming soon! Visit the State website

to learn about the State 4-H Horse Expo, along with deadlines

and requirements!

Town & Country 4-H Club
The Town & Country 4-H Club continues to meet monthly to work on
projects and help new and veteran families bond and learn more about
the program! They meet from 3:45-5:00 pm at the Valentine Methodist
Church during the school year. The last two school year dates are:
April 17
May 15

class online at yqca.org or participate in an in-person class. In
addition to the class offered after Livestock Judging, a second class
will be offered in Cody on July 12, time TBD.

Important deadlines:
June 1 - All livestock IDs and Horse IDs due (includes photos of
tagged market animals)
June 15 - State Fair Nominations Due (please inform Extension
O�ce by June 1 if you are planning to nominate)
July 14 - Fair Pre-Entry Forms DUE along with proof of YQCA
completion. Photos of tagged Feeder Calves due.

Stay in the loop!
Watch your e-mail for instructions on how to submit photos of
tagged market animals!
We have a Cherry Co. 4-H Livestock private Facebook group -
let us know if you want to join! It's a great way to keep up-to-
date, especially with fast-moving information around Fair time.
Also consider signing up for Remind text messages - contact
Andrea at 402-376-1850.

Niobrara Council Summer Camp
Partnership
We continue to enjoy a close partnership with Niobrara Council. If
you are taking Outdoor projects in 4-H, these camps are a great way
to work on your exhibits! Watch your backpacks for papers to come
home from school, or contact the Niobrara Council at 402-376-
2793. See dates on the calendar above.

https://4h.unl.edu/horse-expo
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Summer meeting details:
12:30-3:00 pm
Valentine Methodist Church
June 15
July 11

Do you have 4-H club announcements? Send them to the Extension O�ce so we can include them in
our newsletter and help you recruit new members!

2023 Special Gardening Project
This year, 4-H horticulture members will work with the Mrs. Burns’
Lemon Basil which is a versatile plant that can add a lemony �avor to
any recipe or a fresh scent to �oral arrangements.

Visit 4h.unl.edu/sgp to learn more about the Special Garden Project and
how to get started. Seeds are now available at the Extension O�ce.

Call for State Contests! Let's practice and develop teams!
Are you interested in participating in a State 4-H Competition this summer? Let us help you prepare
and/or connect you with teammates! There are several to choose from, but here are a few highlights
or learn more from the State Fairbook:

Premier Animal Science Event in Lincoln, June 21-22
Horticulture Judging @ State Fair
Weed and Grass ID, Tree ID @ State Fair
Culinary Competition @ State Fair
Robotics Showcase @ State Fair

2023 Special Agronomy Project
Youth taking the Special Agronomy Project this year will work with
Tepary Beans (pronounced tep-uh-ree). These are among the most
drought-tolerant legume crops in the world, but at one time, they
were almost an endangered species in the United States.

Visit 4h.unl.edu/sap to learn more about the Special Agronomy
Project and how to get started. The Cherry Co. Extension O�ce
currently has seeds available.

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2F4h.unl.edu%2Fsgp%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR0Aj_Qbu8pGI8EG4PpQzBDH-bSMwgmiBZ-2VazC1PWmURdUVkAy57GBC1s&h=AT3--FVzHSu8y77Vx3EwAEet74GQyhZoWPuYubyhpPULQ2LDTqf0fHSJL8BdVUTD0UynGnfc7j8eADkoPUWpQKqfu3Obv-N8UXPs-s7bNKn-w9V5waCOVufDgNdbnyCzgQ&__tn__=-UK-R&c[0]=AT3uDxe2tjbBHH4o4KX2AFgBYS_hh3KS7_i8iiIUTJiGmKhD0Dd6L6cTSas6qDwH8YuzdEBwt_g4EhYypsQ454f9XJ7ofpynYXL7zcI1nI3wrextIoEj1ZrOxjEkyjsxmZKCv92WnN5-bAHVyRo6rYULvn1XOx5Ws5i2EGOf0ncQTiE-qBKr5StetmwyUCn9DT5lcjT2CQMdsibBTA
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Nebraska State 4-H Youth Leadership
Conference for High School Students
We have a new location and date for the 2023 Youth Leadership
Conference (after the Halsey �re)! It will be held June 19-21 at Comeca
Camp and Retreat Center.
The YLC Ambassadors are currently planning the conference, and more
details will be shared as plans are �nalized. Stay tuned to 4h.unl.edu/ylc
for updates. Michelle is on the planning committee and carpooling will be
available.

Tractor Safety Training 2023
Tractor and farm equipment safety courses are now open for
registration!
Teens 14 or 15 years of age who work on farms, or others who are
interested in learning about tractor and farm equipment safety
practices, can register for a safety training course offered at seven
locations across Nebraska from May 22 through June 8.
Learn more at go.unl.edu/2023tractorsafety.

https://www.facebook.com/CampComeca/?__cft__[0]=AZX-v186bfl7Rphi5Wb6pO8RvVkFeDddfARTfTXvgFR3Y9ZeM6E1Sv6I_JOM5f_4-n86O4gMxsG1cLHXIvqX4RHWNVKnKqE9eOBGcapINesu_u0829gIp1veqn3yFT-ayCmk7yXXkrFBJ5bsXzZdkbFXZ_uzQ002MSnlJiBZjxep1ZF0G4jfP5dAavsTvhSiXdI&__tn__=kK-R
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2F4h.unl.edu%2Fylc%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR2nN4W0gnCUbzuO9vwVUTbhWhweJ5OdA0WN4DnCAHS2mWz4v9IlNwVTw1w&h=AT1MniuqL9Tu9rayv_HpJMUXTI-t-M6byokIbOFW4zySwBhPfW0vCewut3n0BAAsKM5cVqWV51_LJN80VIytsob4IjHnajhDkciNE9KAk5-WojXMG550t7d8x9v5Tl6Dsg&__tn__=-UK-R&c[0]=AT23XBLjHsk9RguDeGuFp8qmogLUXhqC__pH3hSpWwg45EFh1cCjAZAB_nJaDx4mowLLUKXeneIU2TNL5sG2xcDZfF2ceklLbn-fBsPE6SuTfO2kVaIcE1IiiWvi_x46KhkIXgiU2R_OKJ0esXh_hRwmP2htKoQcRHH4eUp-ZY7pC6xlkv_C7OwmZnZnsKdN0cZ98QGmDXxXN2_Rdw
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fgo.unl.edu%2F2023tractorsafety%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3Q5njID1j_nAxLlFr_UG0mY7Ki76sjhVzdTHV7ACq8yUe6DHLZLKRuoQU&h=AT11jBrEHy2bNWflp3LkMF1PGCLk0vKGv2zdzD43L1f--fk0kpsfgFE2rkDyAtHmOexgpYI68jTm9NIOoWNqQPsF4TzjmOudiH36Oassq5rfv3ULiErbobQgOOQz4BLN-Q&__tn__=-UK-R&c[0]=AT2ytL5HjAU2b0DopyvzyoOMCPQGfdbOBMBqh1iXAgWyfc342BDTdVpEo9ptqZiS0fTGy2G2bKSYWZiYjPW1ALX5hCcGa921WH8I7nQLFPVHdftw_Oh8gWDrW5a744S_1i9UftLu_xp95c69h7-5OyuaMI3di9ZrlHMcx3G30sNRc-zGyy5ibiTrfbUyxevYHh9Etks4uVi_9mQP7Q
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Calling all Nebraska 4-H volunteers!
You're invited to our Week of the Volunteer Lunch & Learn Series! We'll help you excel in your volunteer
role and maximize your impact!
4-H Club Meeting 101 - Monday, April 17
Creating a Vibrant 4-H Club Experience - Tuesday, April 18
YOU Help Youth Thrive - Wednesday, April 19
Shared Leadership & Succession Planning for 4-H Clubs - Thursday, April 20
Find more details and register at 4h.unl.edu/volunteer-lunch-learn.

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2F4h.unl.edu%2Fvolunteer-lunch-learn%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1G7lHuwfHLIimSZrQdZLyZyTEInI9C7OJvKYhe1QqoPX7mKr-M27p5SE0&h=AT10FMcM3Ke91mqRcdGMM6MVgtYmyxwz7tXpI9r8R67XfbWMf24Pfy9_cDM4Z2j3dj3D43dk-a3eXxRRyU0zM7imIYZCnNBO_BX8dddo2bJxk-gx69VvhwygYrR0PMU0uQ&__tn__=-UK-R&c[0]=AT1WhC6lkhnRwoEkeQ-7apr968bJ7enuYeMBqoSgxxuWVytK53l75imBHOA6RfvZ3wl9_K68a0B6NG1QLW18x23IFf6-4fMXXLhvrNgom4Hj4dw8qFsiDyV8TYUviK1uIn2WO3RrBMWX-x1YoJSitLL4zhT2gou_2EyHy4HR5E7gAju76GW_r-gTtm0eDlRmpk8Cfe73_IWvpUYPuA


https://extension.unl.edu/statewide/northernpanhandle/fort-robinson-4-h-horse-camp/






http://4h.unl.edu/camp

