
Water and Cropping Systems
Impact At-A-Glance

“Interseeding cover crops 

has been one of the most 

popular topics emerging 

through on-farm research 

focus group discussions.” 

– Steve Melvin, Extension 

Educator

Soil health-focused On-Farm Research 
helps identify appropriate management 
strategies to conserve natural resources 
across Nebraska

Using cover crops to improve soil health has continued interest 

among Nebraska producers. To develop best management practices, 

Nebraska Extension has led On-Farm Research programs, including 

a highboy cover crop interseeding project in partnership with local 

and state agencies. For the first year of the project, 29 producers 

participated and used single- or multi-species seed mixes depending 

on their needs and goals. Matt Bailey, producer involved in the 

project shared, “Access to the machine through the project was 

great to let us try a new cover crop application method.” 

$5 per acre
savings on nitrogen 

application costs after 
using cover crops for 
eight years or more

132,220 
acres

were farmed/managed by 
producers who attended a 2022 

On-Farm Research Network 
(OFRN) Results Meeting

85%
attending a 2022 OFRN 

Results Meeting had a better 
understanding of cover crop 

management
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Strengthen Nebraska Agriculture & Food Systems Nebraska Extension 

is the go-to resource as ag producers seek unbiased research, proven 

science and just plain good advice on a wide range of critical issues:  

Incorporating new technologies. Improving water quality and reducing 

water usage. Evaluating the effectiveness of crop inputs.  Managing 

pests, disease, and weather extremes.  Exploring the viability of diverse 

crops.  Protecting public lands and waterways. Nebraska Extension 

brings University resources to bear on millions of acres across the 

state, helping advance the knowledge, efficiency, and success of 

producers statewide.

Water and Cropping Systems

“Crop Production Clinics” is a 
signature program delivering 
locally relevant research-based 
information to stakeholders. An 
attendee shared, “CPC helps 
guide important decisions for 
our farm throughout the year.” 
Another said, “It is important 
to get an unbiased opinion on 
products and management.”

• CropWatch is one of the primary 
delivery formats for science-based 
information from Nebraska Water 
and Cropping Systems Educators

• 1,739,111 CropWatch pageviews, 
558 Nebraska CropWatch articles 
published, and 26 CropWatch 
podcasts with over 1,500 views

people, including 35 FFA 
teams, participated in 

the Husker Harvest Days 
Crop Skills Challenge 
involving weed and 
insect identification, 

insect feeding damage 
rating, irrigation siphon 
tube setting, and grain 

marketing.

of the 763 Crop Production 
Clinics attendees, 
influencing over 30 million 
acres across 80 Nebraska 
counties, increased 
their knowledge of crop 
management.
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2022 CropWatch Highlights
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