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In America, 55 million
kids face a widening
opportunity gap. Nebraska
Extension strives to
provide opportunities for
all youth, investing in their
potential.

Jabari (Jay) Williams of Omaha has always been
curious about how people think and behave. As a
freshman psychology major at UNL, Jay was well
prepared to transition from high school to college,
thanks to the Next Chapter at Nebraska, a college
readiness program. Next Chapter focuses on time
management, class preparation, email etiquette,
interview skills and much more. With programs
such as Next Chapter, Nebraska Extension is
helping many young Nebraskans bridge an everwidening opportunity gap and enjoy a successful
future.

“Awareness of
postsecondary education
and training, military,
and career options, is
important. 4-H prepares
youth for success by
helping them understand
how to make informed
decisions about their
future.”
- Dr. Dawn Lindsley,
Extension Educator

2,650

youth across the state
participated in Next
Chapter at Nebraska.

93%

of Next Chapter participants
shared that 4-H
has helped them
make decisions
about college.

1,423

youth and adults
participated in the
“Launching Nebraskanauts into the 4-C’able
Future” program.
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4-H Youth Development

One in three age-eligible young Nebraskans takes part in 4-H,
America’s largest youth development organization. Through 4-H,
these young people gain experiences that help them become
skilled employees, creative thinkers and good citizens. Nebraska
Extension not only brings 4-H to Nebraska; we bring a vast array of
University resources and research—partnering with schools, afterschool programs and youth organizations to provide curriculum and
educational content. The result? Young Nebraskans inspired to pursue
careers in science, technology, engineering and math. Underserved
populations with more opportunity to create and contribute. More kids
discovering their true passions, talents and career opportunities. And
the next generation of Nebraskans ready to enhance our workforce and
become responsible community leaders.

19

youth
participated
in the first
annual Nebraska 4-H
Youth Leadership
Conference led by 8
teen ambassadors at
the Nebraska State 4-H
Camp near Halsey.

4-H Youth Development 2021 Highlights
• Husker Afterschool and Summer
Learning Opportunities (HALO)
University of Nebraska-Lincoln
undergraduate students supported
local county 4-H programs
through the development and
delivery of educational programs
across the state.

• Workshops developed by HALO
students focused upon STEM,
aquatic entomology, biomedical
engineering, animal science,
environmental education, heritage,
and healthy living.

INVENTURE Day
Teams of youth develop unique
business concepts around a
given widget which is used
as inspiration for a product
or service during INVENTURE
Day. Teams move through the
INVENTURE Factory, completing
challenges and working together
to develop their business idea.

71%

of youth
shared that
activities
completed during
INVENTURE Day helped
them understand the
process of creating a
business.

