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Extension Assitant- 4-H, Fillmore County 
Introduction 

It is crazy to believe I am coming upon completion of my first month here at the 
Fillmore County Extension Office. I have met a lot of 4-H families, county teachers, 
Extension and 4-H staff. I am excited to continue meeting people along the journey! A 
quick introduction for those that don’t know me, I am orginally from Geneva where I 
graduated from Fillmore Central in 2018. I then attended South Dakota State University 
and graduated with a Bachelor’s of Science in Agricultural Leadership and minors in 
Agronomy, Horticulture, and Sustainable Local Foods. My time at State was filled with 
competing on the Track and Field team, working at the Local Foods Education Center, 
and various other clubs. I really enjoyed my time at the Local Foods Education Center 
where I also worked full time during the summer. My position allowed me to do 
student research on hydroponic and aquaponic systems. After graduation in December 
I stayed in Brookings to complete another internship of working on a pizza farm. When 
I wasn’t working in the garden I spent my time substitute teaching, which led to a full-
time position at an elementary school as a Special Education Teaching Assitant. My 
time in the classroom was a blessing in my life and taught me many lessons about 
positive youth development, which has already proven beneficial when doing school 
enrichment programs. I am excited to be back in Fillmore County Extension Office, this 
time as full-time staff. In high school I worked in the office as a summer intern, which 
sparked my passion for 4-H and positive youth development. I now have more 
education under my belt and am ready to continue to learn and grow alongside the 
Fillmore County 4-H families! 
 
4-H Youth Development  

Currently, I am working on programming and workshops to implement this fall 
and summer! I am excited for some of the programs I will be implementing this 
summer to help increase youth development outside of the classroom! 
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School Enrichment 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Extension Questions:  

Mid-August I helped with a call about irrigation in 1940s. I excitedly took on this 
question as I am very intereseted in how our ancestors farmed and lived. At the 
Extension Office we have Extension Annual Reports from each year dating back to 
1918. Narratives, just like these, from past educators fill these books with information 
about what happened each year. My research led me to find the first irrigation pump in 
Fillmore County was placed in 1937. I found a lot of information of how farmers 
farmed, 4-Hers completed their projects, and the way people lived back then. This 
research has also helped me realize the detail I need to make when reporting so that 
one day if there is a question about 2022 the Extension staff can easily answer the 
question. 

I hit the ground running with School 
Enrichment when I started the job. August 15-19 I did 
two lessons in the 1st grade classroom at Fillmore 
Central. During that week, I also shadowed two other 
Extension educators on their lessons in those 
classrooms. The focus on these lessons were to 
introduce students to agriculture. In one of the 
classrooms only three students come from a farming 
background. The teacher is implementing a pen pal 
with a farmer program and needed an introduction to 
agriculture before asking these students to write to 
their farmer. She reached out to Brandy and I about 
making this happen. 

 

 

State Fair:  
I volunteered to help with Static Juding, Fashion 

Show, Breeding Beef, and the Swine shows this year. I 
enjoyed meeting fellow colleagues, seeing local 4-Hers 
hard work, and gaining ideas from other counties. This 
year the special agronomy project was Broomcorn 
Sorghum. Since I helped with the agronomy static judging 
I learned more about this crop through the 4-Hers record 
books. Pictured is one exhibit that grew much larger than 
the estimated height! 
 

 


