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     Here we are the last of June! The combines are rapidly eating through the wheat fields, pivots are running, the firecracker 

stands are open and Independence Day is just around the corner. This past week saw the longest day of the year with the first 

day of summer and that means something big to most people in rural Nebraska and all across the Nation for that matter. It is 

county fair time! July is traditionally the home of many county fairs and Webster County is one of those. Now is when the 4-

H and FFA kids realize that they have to work on some static projects, start putting the finishing touches on their livestock, 

and perhaps in some circumstances start working with the animals so that they don’t have a wreck at the fair. 

     Many of the young people already have some progress shows and junior breed shows under their belts. It is nice that we 

have the incredible Nebraska State Fairgrounds so close, as it attracts a lot of National shows which makes it even more 

attractive to use that venue to further the livestock showing experience.  Fairs are unique summer and harvest celebrations 

that have been a part of the American scene since the early 1800's. This marks the 110th year that the Webster County Fair 

has been held in Bladen. It was in Red Cloud before that for many years and has a rich history. You can find this history on 

the web at http://www.webstercountyfair.org. It won’t be long and we will have another one on the books. It doesn’t seem 

possible that we are only a couple of weeks away. I encourage everyone to put July 9-16 on your calendar and then come on 

down to Bladen for the Webster County Fair. You will find it well worth your time – it is after all our fair! 

     Fairs offer something for everyone.  Some come for the yum-yums at the 4-H shack or perhaps the pie at the Methodist 

food stand. Many come to watch the 4-H and FFA exhibitors prepare and show their projects which range from static exhibits 

to livestock, each as important to the exhibitor as it is to the next.  Still others come for their annual pilgrimage or family 

vacation or just for the social networking and visiting old friends and neighbors and attend the rodeo to cheer on the cowboys 

or perhaps the bulls. How can you miss the very things that make a county fair what it is? There are the smells of fresh-cut 

wheat wafting through the air. Mix that in with the smell of kettle corn and funnel cakes. Throw in some barnyard perfume, 

cream-can stew and the distinct smell of then materials used to get the animals ready for show and you will find the a distinct 

aroma that only fairs possess.  And where else can you find a rodeo, beef, hogs, sheep, rabbits, chickens, art, baked goods, 

sewing projects and even mud drags all in one place. No matter what part of the country you hail… there is a fair! 

     You can get on a daring carnival ride or perhaps sit at the livestock barns and reminisce. You can see the exuberance of a 

young person as they get their ribbon or trophy that they have worked so hard to achieve. You can see the sportsmanship that 

goes with the competition, where exhibitors congratulate those that may have placed higher or put an arm around the young 

exhibitor that didn’t as well as they had hoped. You see proud parents and grandparents no matter what the ribbon placing 

and mothers taking pictures and worrying about the smudges on their 4-H/FFA tee shirts. You can even witness crocodile 

tears running down the cheek of a 4-Her letting go of their project which seems to put punctuation on the final day of the fair.  

     Fairs celebrate rural America. We all like Fairs. They are an important part of America and Nebraska and our agricultural 

culture.  The County fair in any part of Nebraska is hardly atypical. These ventures always revolve around agriculture and 

family bonding. People involved with the 4-H and FFA work really hard to maintain the old-fashioned county fair and 

atmosphere.  There is an effort to do things that people can relate to, but we try to maintain the basics of what life was 50 

years ago. The Webster County fair, like most others, relies mostly on livestock shows, rodeo and children's contests for 

entertainment, not unlike many other counties across the nation. We are not unique in reality, but we are unique to the people 

who live, work, farm or go to school in this county. It is about pride. It is about tradition. It is about what makes rural 

Webster County and Nebraska what it is. I am so proud to be a part of this, and can’t wait to see everyone at the fair! 

     As an old time 4-H and FFA member, fair time is far more work than I remember as a kid. Over the last 45 years as an 

FFA Advisor and Extension Educator I find that the 90° days seem hotter. The days seem longer and the nights shorter. The 

bleacher seats seem harder, and the distance between barns longer. Nonetheless, I've yet to attend any activity that boasts as 

much community support, creates so many hours of quality family time, and has a higher percentage of kids who understand 

the value of competition, sportsmanship, hard work and having fun. It is well worth it…..I can rest after the fair! 

     From experience I can tell you that county fair time gives dads a chance to really connect with their kids – their efforts 

focused on helping them achieve their goals. I fondly remember this with my daughter and have seen it year after year with 

hundreds of other dads. Meanwhile, the moms just continue what they do all the time -- keep the family together, and 

sacrifice mightily for their kids. Grandparents will be attending to make it all the more enjoyable for the kids, and probably to 

watch their children experience what they lived through and recapture that pride.  It doesn't really matter what your goals are, 

or the activity you choose watch or to compete in. There's just something special about melding community, kids, animals, 

agriculture and fun into an annual event. I consider spending several days at a county fair or even the state fair as a “rite of 

passage”, a reinforcement of what makes America unique and special.  Everywhere you look at the fair you'll see proud dads, 

super moms, great kids, and the support network of family and community that enables those kids to have an experience of a 

lifetime. It is a big slice of Americana, as close to a Norman Rockwell painting as we can get…..See you at the fair! 
 

      The preceding information comes from the research and personal observations of the writer, which may or may not reflect the views of UNL 

or Nebraska Extension. For more further information on these or other topics contact D. A. Lienemann, Nebraska Extension Educator for 

Webster County in Red Cloud, (402) 746-3417 or email: dlienemann2@unl.edu or on the web at: http://extension.unl.edu/statewide/webster  
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