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UNL ENDS FORAGE AND SOIL TESTING 

  

   You may have learned by now that the University of Nebraska will no longer provide a forage 

and soil testing service for area landowners and producers. Samples can no longer be sent to the 

University of Nebraska for testing. All public fee testing services for soil, grain, and forage 

samples was discontinued in July. The lab was closed primarily because it was too expensive to 

operate. Even though the section doing forage testing using the NIRS method was cost-effective, 

it was decided by administration to close the entire facility.  

  

   Bruce Anderson, UNL Forage Specialist, said he had quite a few calls from producers who were 

upset about the closing. Anderson said he too, was disappointed. We just developed documented 

proof of the amount of variation in results from forage testing labs. Closing the lab greatly limits 

our ability to continue work that might have helped reduce the problem of differing results from 

different labs. Closure also reduces our ability to become quickly aware of circumstances 

affecting forage quality. However, the closing happened so suddenly that faculty such as 

Anderson had no opportunity to develop options that would save profitable enterprises within the 

lab, like forage testing.  

  

   Fortunately, there are many private labs in our region with much experience testing forage 

samples. Many are certified by the National Forage Testing Association. Anderson encourages 

producers to now send forage samples to these labs for your testing needs. The internet can 

provide you with a list of the certified labs. Just go to www.foragetesting.org and click on 

certified labs.  

  

   For soil testing, request a University of Nebraska recommendation from a commercial 

laboratory. If you do not do this you will most likely get a different recommendation that can vary 

from the UNL recommendation. Because the University of Nebraska soils laboratory and 

agronomy faculty developed the basis of all other recommendations in Nebraska, asking for a 

UNL recommendation is important.  

  

   Closing the UNL lab will take some adjustment for all UNL Agronomy and Forage faculty. We 

urge area producers to not quit testing – it is a very important management tool. 
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