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TAKE HALF AND LEAVE HALF 

 

 Remember the old grazing adage “take half and leave half?” Take half and leave half was the 

grazing management recommended for many years on pastures and rangeland and for planted 

warm-season grasses. In many cases it still is today. But today, much emphasis is on grazing 

techniques that use cross-fences to form multiple paddocks. These techniques are known by many 

names like management intensive grazing, controlled grazing, and wagon-wheel grazing. 

Used correctly, they permit increased stocking rates and produce excellent animal performance. 

 How we graze our pastures, though, does not affect the basic growth processes of our grasses. 

If we severely graze a pasture short, plants in that pasture need extra time to recover before they 

are grazed again. Warm-season grasses such as grama, bluestem, indiangrass and switchgrass are 

particularly sensitive to recovery periods that are too short. This is true regardless of whether the 

plants are in a continuously grazed pasture or the plants are separated into many rotationally 

grazed paddocks. 

 Recovery time is particularly important as we approach winter. Severe grazing now, before full 

recovery from earlier grazing, will weaken plants as they go into winter. Plants probably will 

survive, but next spring they will green-up later, early growth will be slow, and they'll compete 

poorly with weeds. 

 As we approach winter, “take half and leave half” still is a good management technique. It helps 

assure that your pastures will be healthy and grow vigorously again next year and they won’t turn 

into weed patches. 

 SDS IN SOYBEANS: Sudden Death Syndrome (SDS) appeared again this year in some areas. 

Soybean leaf damage and root damage from SDS has been found in many fields in Nebraska. 

This outbreak appears to be more widespread than in the past. Most affected fields have small 

areas with the disease and large areas are not being impacted. 

 SDS of soybean is caused by the fungus Fusarium solani f. sp. glycines. This is a different fungus 

than the one which caused early season damping off problems associated with soybean stands. 

The weather pattern we have had this year is very conducive to SDS as we had moisture early 

season and at the early reproductive stages. In addition, many producers are adapting earlier 

planting strategies which favor SDS development. Soil compaction and high fertility levels also 

have been associated with increased levels of SDS. 

 The foliar symptoms start with interveinal necrosis and the spots coalesce to form brown streaks 

between the leaf veins with yellow margins. Leaves eventually drop and the petiole (leaf stem) 

remains attached. The root system will have a deteriorated tap-root and there can be dark blue 

fungal growth on the roots in wet soils.  

 At this time, SDS appears to be widespread in Nebraska, but it can be effectively managed. If 

you have a large area of the field affected, avoid early planting and use resistant varieties. Thus 

far, seed treatment has not been shown to be effective. Pictures and additional information can be 

found at cropwatch.unl.edu. 

 

Randy Pryor, Extension Educator 

University of Nebraska-Lincoln Extension in Saline County  
306 West 3rd Street, Wilber, NE  68465 

Phone (402) 821-2151 · Fax (402) 821-3398 · e-mail: randy.pryor@unl.edu 

mailto:randy.pryor@unl.edu

