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4-H CAMP RENEGADE HAD SURPRISES 

 

 

   Campers, ages 8-10 years, participated in the annual 4-H Camp Renegade event this past week 

at Camp Jefferson south of Fairbury.  I have helped with the camp since 1983 so I am seeing kids 

of former 4-H’ers that used to attend when they were kids.   

   Extension staff from offices in Gage, Jefferson, Nuckolls, Saline and Thayer counties work 

together to run our own camp for beginner campers.  One night away from mom and dad with lots 

of things to do and dealing with the heat wave. We led sessions on canoeing, BB guns, archery, 

made wren houses, made camp chairs out of 1 inch PVC pipe, nature sessions, food science, 

entomology (insects), made stepping stones and the pool was so refreshing in the heat.  

   Wednesday night we ran a miniature mash unit for a brief period of time for first aid.  Sure 

enough a stray shingle nail on the ground found its way through a pair of flip flops. Some kids 

were feeling hot and sick but mainly a few were homesick.  One camper went home by nightfall, 

but not bad out of 112 campers.  Around lights out time I hear a commotion about a big black rat 

snake in Mary Lee/Aztec cabin.  Former teacher Mike Coe, a volunteer from Crete, caught the 

snake and removed it.  The trouble was how to settle down the group of kids in the cabin after 

that.  Two of the boys wanted to go home immediately.  

   I explained the benefits of non-poisonous snakes and how harmless they were but that didn’t 

help that much. It came to a point where I needed a hand count who was staying in the cabin 

overnight and who was leaving.  I said we need to “toughen up” and see who was staying!  One 

hand went up, the counselor, and that was it.  Then finally another camper raised his hand and 

several of his friends followed and said they would stay.  Five others moved to the mess hall and 

two of them calling home but they all stayed.  Problems over right?    

   At the same time, a girls cabin, with lots of flash lights still on, were screaming at some bugs 

that had made their way into the cabin.  Most likely when the screen door was open and shut they 

came in towards the light.  But one bug crawled into a camper’s ear.  Jane Esau, Gage County 4-

H Assistant, shined a flashlight in her ear to look for the bug and it crawled out towards the light! 

Problem solved but not quite.  The whole cabin of girl campers moved to the mess hall to sleep 

for a sleep-over on the floor because they wanted a place that didn’t have insects in the cabin.  

The new mess hall is air conditioned and an excellent facility now.   

   The repeat-after-me camp songs “Da Moose” and “Boom Chicka Boom” were a big hit led by 

Ryan Umland, a former counselor at Camp Jefferson.  These songs are just a few examples of the 

rite of passage for summer 4-H campers.   

   I observed about every mistake in the book in helping kids fix problems with the wren houses or 

PVC camp chairs that were made.  It was exhausting for me but I think a lot of the youth had a 

really good time.  
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