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WEED MANAGEMENT AND COVER CROPS FIELD DAY 

 

   View field demonstrations of the latest weed management technologies and cover crop trials at 

the Nebraska Extension Weed Management and Cover Crops Field Day on June 28, 2017 at the 

South Central Agricultural Laboratory near Clay Center. The event, which includes lunch, will be 

from 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

   The field day will include on-site demonstrations of herbicides for weed control in corn, 

popcorn, and soybean as well as a view of ongoing cover crop research. An early morning 

demonstration will focus on weed control in soybeans followed by a demonstration of projects for 

weed control in corn, popcorn and sorghum. Onsite demonstration of cover crop research will 

highlight the afternoon session. 

   Demonstrations of new technology and herbicides for weed control in soybean will feature: 

An unbiased comparison of herbicide programs of different companies for weed control in 

Roundup Ready, Liberty Link, and Xtend soybeans. A few new herbicides will be discussed. 

Weed control and crop safety in Roundup Ready 2Xtend Soybean: Understanding the Dicamba-

based weed control program and crop safety in Dicamba-resistant soybean.  There will be 

discussion about the herbicide programs for weed control in Balance Bean: Balance Bean soybean 

is tolerant to Balance Flexx, glyphosate, and Liberty.  Another new technology is the herbicide 

programs for weed control in Bolt soybean: Bolt soybean is tolerant to ALS inhibiting herbicides. 

   If the market is there, some producers are interested in herbicide programs for weed control in 

conventional soybeans.  There are several herbicide programs with different modes of action that 

are being compared for broad-spectrum weed control in conventional soybean at the field day. 

Demonstrations of herbicides for weed control in corn, popcorn, and sorghum will be featured 

also.  For detail on these trials, go to:  http://go.unl.edu/ccfieldday  

   There are trials going on with cover crops in corn and soybean systems including planting dates, 

plant populations, and maturities. Participants will walk cover crop experiments planted in corn 

and/or soybeans. Researchers will talk about cover crop pluses and minuses including bio-mass, 

nitrogen for the following crop, nitrates, erosion control, water use, and crop yields.  

There will be cheap Certified Crop Advisor (CCA) continuing education units because there is no 

cost to attend the field day, but participants are asked to register at 

http://agronomy.unl.edu/fieldday 

   The South Central Agricultural Laboratory is 4.5 miles west of the intersection of Highways 14 

and 6, or 12.4 miles east of Hastings on Highway 6. GPS coordinates of the field day site are 

40.57539, -98.13776. 

IRRIGATING SOYBEANS 

   I couldn’t believe what I saw this week.  A producer was running pivot irrigation on soybeans 

already when soybean crop water use, even on a 90 degree, windy day was still quite small.   

Unless the irrigator was activating a residual herbicide for extended weed control, I can’t think of 

any reason at all other than the love of burning diesel fuel, because there was an excellent stand of 

soybeans there.  It was a great reminder that irrigation during vegetative stages of soybeans can  

 

 

 



 

stimulate vegetative growth with no yield increase.  Irrigation during soybean vegetative growth 

can also lead to lodging later in the year that is another yield reduction factor.  Wise irrigation 

water management strategies will replenish soil moisture in the soybean root zone, before 

reaching 50% depletion.  This year we were blessed with a full profile of soil moisture and we 

have not reached any irrigation trigger point yet with soybean.   

 

 

 

Randy Pryor, Extension Educator 

University of Nebraska-Lincoln Extension in Saline County · 306 West 3rd Street, Wilber, NE  

68465 

Phone (402) 821-2151 · Fax (402) 821-3398 · e-mail: randy.pryor@unl.edu 

 

mailto:randy.pryor@unl.edu

