
 

 

March 18, 2016 

 

 

 

FARM BILL UPDATE 

 

 

   Farmers have until April 15 to decide about which FSA office administers the farm when you 

farm in multiple counties.  For 2014 and 2015 crops, there is a one-time opportunity to request 

that your ARC-CO payment be calculated based on the physical location of the tract.  Please 

contact your local county FSA office by April 15, 2016 for more details.  I do have a spreadsheet 

I created to predict 2015 payments, but unfortunately, at this time, it is very hard to predict 

because lack of data for Saline County corn yields.  Please read further for the explanation.   

   Brad Lubben at UNL has predicted ARC-CO payments this fall by county using the USDA 

price forecast. NASS county yield data has been published and is now available. The maps can be 

found on our website at http://extension.unl.edu/statewide/saline/, scroll down to NASS County 

Yield Data and Maps for ARC-CO Payments. Why is Saline and other counties in Nebraska not 

listed?   

   The reason is a lack of NASS data to establish a statistically accurate county dryland and 

irrigated yield for those counties that need it separated.  This is not a good situation.  The 

Nebraska Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) published blended corn yield averages now for 

Saline County the last two years.  Our blended corn yield, irrigated and dryland together, for the 

2015 corn crop was 160.8 bu/acre. Last year it was 163.7 bushels per acre.  FSA used 192 bushels 

irrigated and 153 bushels dryland yield per planted acre to calculate ARC-CO payments for the 

2014 crop. This led to high ARC-CO payments on irrigated base acres and none at all on dryland 

corn base acres. The Saline County dryland yield that FSA used for payment purpose was a 

county record.   

   Put yourself in the NASS statistician shoes and you don’t have enough statistically sound data 

to report a dryland corn yield for Saline County for the 2015 corn crop, where do you look?  I 

suspect you look north, south, east and west.  But Saline County experienced more late planting 

and flooding than these counties.  Plus by looking at Brad’s map it is not just a Saline County 

problem.  

   Accurate average counties yields really affect a dryland Saline County farmer in the pocket 

book.  How?  Using a national price of $3.61 for corn a 143 bushel average like Gage and 

Jefferson, there would be an ARC-CO payment of $40.89 per dryland base acre of corn (less 85% 

and any sequestration decrease).  A 153 bushel average like Seward would be only a $1.18 per 

dryland base acre payment. A 149 bu average like Fillmore would be $15.62.  If more farmers 

would have reported data, we would have a more accurate payment for irrigated and dryland 

farmers in the County versus an educated guess.   

   If you report a low ball yield, that hurts in the end because county averages affect future ARC-

CO benchmarking.  Reporting accurate data when NASS mails you or calls you is very important 

because it does affect the pocketbook in these new ARC-CO calculations.  

 

 

 



 

   Recently I was asked by a farmer, do I keep this one field administered in Lancaster or stay in 

Saline?  For the 2015 crop there was enough data for soybeans in Saline County (thank goodness 

for that).  The 2015 crop average yield for irrigated was 62 bushels and dryland was 40.6 bushels. 

Given that fact and my best guess for what FSA will use for corn yields, there was a payment 

advantage to stay in Saline with the farm.  For the next three years, your guess is as good as mine.   

   I can appreciate the independent spirit, none of the government’s business, call somebody else, 

that sort of talk.  But, “Dag Nab It” (as Tom Osborne rarely would say), we need more farmers to 

report accurate data after harvest to NASS so irrigated and dryland farmers are treated fairly. We 

would have better accuracy of our true county crop averages that reflect the weather conditions in 

our county.  At minimum I could make better estimates for area producers who farm in multiple 

counties, before the current April 15 deadline.  I do have a spreadsheet I made to make these 

calculations.  Let me know if you have questions or comments to this issue.     
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