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TIPS TO CONTROL TROUBLESOME LAWN WEEDS THIS FALL 

 

   Fall is the best time to control many troublesome perennial broadleaf weeds in turfgrass. Many 

perennial weeds have extensive root systems like the tap root of dandelions. Herbicides will 

translocate throughout the weed better when applied in the fall than when applied in spring, thus 

resulting in better control in the fall.  Dandelions, wild violet, ground ivy (Creeping Charlie) and 

white clover are excellent examples of weeds we’d like to control in October and now is the time.  

   There are reasons why these weeds are there.  Some weeds tolerate shade better than bluegrass 

and start to out compete it.  Thinner turfgrass due to dry weather in August or grub damage allow 

room for weeds.  Weeds often can handle low fertility or soil compaction better than turfgrasses. 

This gives them the competitive advantage.  

   Reaching for the jug of herbicide without fixing the reason is only a temporary fix and not a 

long-term solution.  However, under ideal conditions, some of these perennial broadleaf weeds 

can still persist.  When it’s just a few dandelions for example, mechanical control makes sense.  

More typical is choosing a herbicide to help control these pesky perennial weeds.    

   October is the best month to apply a herbicide for perennial broadleaf weeds and other winter 

annuals.  An example is henbit. That’s the weed that turns purple early in the spring.  It has 

germinated now and is actively growing.  You just don’t notice it so much because it is small.  

Dandelions are healthy now too.   

   Three-way combination herbicides commonly available to homeowners (2,4-D + MCPP + 

Dicamba), Triclopyr, or Fluroxypyr (Spotlight) are the most effective this time of year.  Examples 

of three-way herbicides are like Trimec, Weed-B-Gon, Fertilome Weed-Out, Bayer All-In-One or 

Ace or Hi-Yield Lawn Weed Killer to name a few.  However, simply a high labeled rate of 2,4-D 

alone is excellent on dandelions and bindweed.  

   Ground ivy (Creeping Charlie) and wild violets are often found in shady areas and are very 

difficult to control.  Wild violets are often an indicator turfgrass is not suited for that area of the 

lawn unless you can allow more sunlight and better drainage.  Triclopyr herbicide doesn’t do too 

bad of a job when fall applied to these two weeds.  Common names are Turflon, Weed-B-Gon 

(purple label), and Brush-B-Gon ("Poison Ivy Killer"). Spray Turflon alone or in combination 

with a three-way product.  Multiple herbicide applications may be required due to the spreading 

nature of these weeds. Other active ingredients that are newer include aminocyclopyrachlor or 

quinclorac that can be very effective on certain perennials and are applied by a professional.  

   White clover is a tough perennial weed that went crazy in certain lawns this year and 2,4-D 

alone generally doesn’t control it very well.  It is a legume that is more frequently found in areas 

that are sparse turfgrass and under fertilized. Applying nitrogen fertilizer can help prevent white 

clover from encroachment.  If you have some areas in your lawn still thin but grass trying to fill in 

these areas, do a spot treatment with a three-way herbicide and apply fertilizer in that area to 

stimulate more turfgrass growth.   

   While complete weed control in your lawn is never possible, practicing good turf cultural 

methods and applying herbicides when weed species are most susceptible, you should be able to 

diminish the broadleaf weeds in your lawn.  When using a herbicide read and follow label 

directions carefully.  



 

   Mention of trade names or commercial products in this news column does not constitute 

endorsement and the trade names mentioned above are not a complete listing but are simply 

examples.   
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